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Easter, is a festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, described in the New Testament as having occurred on the third day of his burial after his crucifixion by the Romans at Calvary c.30 AD. It is the culmination of the Passion of Jesus, preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance. This essay compares the religious and commercial aspects of this holiday festival period.

Catholics all over the world commemorate Easter by going to mass to celebrate the resurrection. In fact, this festival marks the highlight of the Catholic Liturgical calendar. It is more important than Christmas which celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. However, young children think of Easter as that particular time of the year when they receive gifts of chocolate Easter eggs from their parents and other relatives. Like Christmas, and its association with the giving and receiving of presents, shop owners benefit from the commercialisation of this festival. 
The egg is an ancient symbol of new life and rebirth. In Christianity it became associated with Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection. The custom of the Easter egg originated in the early Christian community of Mesopotamia, who stained eggs red in memory of the blood of Christ, shed at his crucifixion. As such, for Christians, the Easter egg is a symbol of the empty tomb. The oldest tradition is to use dyed chicken eggs, but a modern custom is to substitute decorated chocolate, or plastic eggs filled with candy such as jellybeans.
The Easter Bunny is a popular legendary anthropomorphic Easter gift-giving character analogous to Santa Claus in American culture. Many Americans follow the tradition of colouring hard-boiled eggs and giving baskets of candy. On Easter Monday, the President of the United States holds an annual Easter egg roll on the White House lawn for young children. In contrast, the celebrated House of Fabergé workshops created exquisite jewelled eggs for the Russian Imperial Court. 
In conclusion, …..
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