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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Analyse the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act of 1991 in contrast to the increase of dog related incidents in the UK.

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen to undertake this topic as in recent years there have been numerous dog related incidents that have resulted in fatalities or serious injury. I feel there are potential links and impact factors that are contributing to the rise of incidents and therefore need to be explored. This can be confirmed to be the case as the BBC conducted their own investigation in March 2023 which concluded;

“The number of dog attacks recorded by police in England and Wales has risen by more than a third in the past five years.” (BBC News, 2023). 

If my results can also prove there is an increase I will look to find trends such as specific dog breeds or environmental factors that could be taken into consideration for police forces policies on dangerous dogs and the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991.






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

. Identify statistics on dog related incidents within the UK for the past 10 years identifying the nature of the incident and breed of dog responsible and factors that attributed.

. Explore varying force policies on dangerous dogs from police forces in the UK to indicate if there is most effective procedure along with current UK legislation of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991. 

. Discuss potential reasons which might be attributing factors to fatal and serious injury incidents occurring and contingencies which might reduce the likelihood of further incidents occurring. 

. Explore as to whether the Dangerous Dogs Act of 1991 needs to be amended in correspondence with the rise of incidents or whether force procedures could facilitate the increasing risk with further regulations. 





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

During this dissertation I will be using a range of literature sources which will include, articles, government reports and organisational strategic plans. There is saturated evidence of articles from various media organisations and government sources concluding there is a clear rise in the UK for dog attacks towards people. One source ‘Defra’ documented in one article, “There have been nine tragic fatalities this year as a result of dog attacks. We take this disturbing rise extremely seriously and are exploring measures to reduce dog attacks.” (Defra Press Office, 2022). Another source suggested that one of the reasons for the rise in dog attacks was due to the Covid 19 pandemic, “The pandemic has highlighted the breadth of the problem in and out of the home, where too many puppies have missed out on socialisation.” Usborne (2021). 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be mostly acquiring the information I will use to show the results from incidents reported by the media which will be accessible on the internet and from news articles. I will also seek to obtain up to date statistics from relevant police forces which documents each incident an animal is seized or involved in an incident. I will also seek to obtain various force policies from various police forces and compare to establish if certain procedures are better at reducing risk. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I do not feel public opinion is particularly relevant to the answer I am trying to attain as I want to avoid bias opinions. Relevant information and intelligence and statistics will be most useful in demonstrating the effectiveness of the legislation concerning dangerous dogs along with relevant force policies. 




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There are no ethical issues concerned with this specific topic area.
 

	TIME SCALE:

I will be attaining information from incidents recorded within the UK from the last 10 years to best build a clear picture of the rise of incidents. 
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