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Llywelyn ap Gruffudd – Archival exercise

Methodology Statement
The suggestion on the explanation of the assignment that both ‘traditional (if available) and electronic catalogues’ should be used is intriguing. It has been a long time since catalogues that one accessed in person in a library or archive was anything other than electronic, at least in this writer’s experience! Certainly the catalogue at the National Library in Aberystwyth is the same whether one uses it in library or from distance through the internet. Card catalogues are merely a fond remembrance from many decades ago. Having said that, this report has been compiled only at distance, using archival and library catalogues via the internet, and without the aid of the librarians and archivists that one might still find in person. No particular method has been used other than the search engines, except that the choice of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd does mean that some of the sources listed were helpfully collected in the National Library’s Digital Gallery.[footnoteRef:1] A few additional sources were found through following some of those noted in the descriptions to these. [1:  Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru/National Library of Wales, Digital Gallery, ‘The Middle Ages’ <https://www.library.wales/discover/digital-gallery/manuscripts/the-middle-ages> [accessed 12 November 2021].] 

List of Archival Sources Relating to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd
Aberystwyth
    The National Library of Wales/ Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Gymru
         	NLW MS 7006D
This is a later manuscript than that of Peniarth MS 20 (below). It contains a number of texts, including several chronicles. The time period which covers that of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd is compiled from two different versions of Brut y Tywysogion (see text accompanying Peniarth MS 20) and so might be useful in textual studies of that source.
NLW MS 13113B
A transcript of a version of Brut y Tywysogion, said to have been done by Edward Williams (Iolo Morganwg). For the importance of Brut y Tywysogion, see text accompanying Peniarth MS 20.
NLW MS 13121B (Llanover MS C. 34.)
A second transcript of a version of Brut y Tywysogion, also said to have been done by Edward Williams (Iolo Morganwg). For the importance of Brut y Tywysogion, see text accompanying Peniarth MS 20.
Peniarth MS 20
This manuscript includes a number of texts. The important one for the purpose of this list is Brut y Tywysogion (Chronicle of the Princes), which is, as the name suggests, a history of the Welsh Princes, beginning with the death of Cadwaladr Fendigaid in 682, and ending in 1282, with the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. This is one of two main versions of the Brut, and is the more complete of the two. Of obvious interest for the history and chronology of Llywelyn.

London
    The British Library
         Cotton MS Otho D VIII
The Cotton manuscripts come from the library of Sir Robert Bruce Cotton (1571-1631). There is a tremendous amount of material, from many centuries, and from a wide variety of locations. Cotton MS Otho D VIII has a record of the peace made between Henry III and Llywelyn in 1267, which again, is of obvious interest.
    The National Archives
         C 77 (Chancery: Welsh Rolls)
C 77/1 – 5 Edw I
This record begins with the Treaty of Aberconwy in 1277 between Llywelyn and Edward I, and includes grants from Edward I to Llywelyn, as well as having copies of letters from Llywelyn to Edward. This, the below records, and others from this series have interest for developing an understanding of the conflict between Edward I and Llywelyn.
C77/2 – 6-9 Edw I
More notifications and letters that concern the peace and struggle between Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and Edward I, with more variance of recipients and issues than in the record above.
         SC 8 (Ancient Petitions)
	SC 8/120/6000
This is a letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, petitioning the king on various matters, such as the restoration of his nephews lands to them. Again, as with the above records, this and the below entry can shed more light on the details of the time.
SC 8/340/16037
A petition from Bleddyn ap Pill to the king, apparently after the death of Llywelyn, but mentions lands that the king had granted to Bleddyn at Llywelyn’s request.

Oxford
    Jesus College, University of Oxford
         Jesus College MS. 111
This manuscript, known as the Red Book of Hergest, has a number of very important Welsh texts. The most important one for the purposes of this list is the version of Brut y Tywysogion, although this version is less complete than the one listed above (Peniarth MS 20).

Conclusion     
There are a number of sources available, although finding them through using online catalogue searches is not easy. It would be easier to be in person in a library or archive, where there would be more resources available (such as print copies of histories, calendars and other books which might help throw light on which manuscript collections to search). All the sources listed could be further researched, and the Welsh Rolls in particular seem to yield a number of useful items. This would be a good future direction – to sit and read through these in person (possibly with the help of a calendar).
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