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ECAD4006 - ESDGC, Science and the Wider Curriculum – Explanation 

The aim of my created resources is to give learners a better understanding of the world which they live in. An opinion of mine is that it is important for learners to gain knowledge of not only their local area and Wales, but also an understanding of the world as a whole. Through my recourses, children will have the opportunity to learn about the world that they live in, how it is always changing and ways in which we can look after the world we live in. Learners should have the opportunity to do this in both indoor and outdoor environments.

ESDGC in the primary school
ESDGC stands for ‘Education of Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship’. The aim of ESDGC is to allow learners to gain an understanding on how their choices in day to day life will have an impact on not only them, but the people around them, the economy and the environment in which we live. (WG, 2017) It is important that ESDGC is not seen as an additional subject, it should be seen as an ethos which teachers can include in their lesson plans which will then allow learners to gain knowledge of the world around them. 
Within ESDGC there are seven themes. These themes are ‘The Natural Environment’, ‘Consumption and Waste’, ‘Climate Change’, Wealth and Poverty’, ‘Identity and Culture’, ‘Choices and Decisions’ and ‘Health’. (WAG;14, 2008) As the seven themes are broad teachers can take these in any direction they wish, which I believe suggests that can be included in most lessons. 

In the year of 2006, the Welsh Assembly Government decided to review their sustainable development scheme where they approved ‘Starting to Live Differently’. From this resulted in an action plan which is called ‘Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – A Strategy for Action’. In order to support this, Estyn then carried out a baseline survey within schools and further education in Wales. The results from this survey were the published in Estyn’s 2006 report ‘Establishing a position statement for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship in Wales’. (Estyn, 2014) The results showed the following:
· teachers and advisers did not have a clear and consistent understanding of the definition, purpose and benefits of ESDGC (Estyn; 2, 2014)
· schools, colleges and local authorities were generally more confident about, and focused more on, sustainable development than global citizenship (Estyn; 2, 2014)
· while schools were enthusiastic about promoting sustainable development, they were often less clear about identifying how and where they could develop the skills associated with ESDGC (Estyn; 2, 2014)
in 2008, the Welsh Assembly Government formed a guidance document called ‘Welsh Assembly Government; Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – A Common Understanding for Schools.’ The intention of this document was to give schools help to develop a common understanding on ESDGC and to give guidance on how it is to be delivered within the classroom. (Estyn, 2014) When used properly, this document will point teachers in the right direction to be able to use ESDGC effectively throughout their lessons. It is important that teachers address ESDGC themes into their teaching.

ESDGC is seen as a solid platform of knowledge that learners have the right to know, and therefore should be taught within primary schools. As children are the future of this world, and therefore as a teacher it is important that children are aware the impacts and causes in order for us to keep a sustainable Earth for the future. It is important that learners are presented with opportunities to gain an understanding of the world which surrounds them and why it is important to look after it. It is important that learners gain an understanding of the many cultures which people possess in this world and how the choices we make on a daily basis has effects on us, the people around us, the environment and the economy. It is important that teachers give the learners opportunities to learn about real life situations and the impacts on the world, which we can then build on to show the learners how we can prevent these impacts from occurring. Learners should also be taught how it is important to keep a healthy lifestyle and how an unhealthy lifestyle would have negative effects on them.
Within Donaldson’s new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ (2015), he has come up with 4 purposes for the new curriculum for Wales, these being –
· For children to become Ambitious, capable learners
· Enterprising, creative contributors 
· Ethical, informed citizens
· Healthy, confident individuals
As a teacher, you are able to use the themes of ESDGC to help you promote these four purposes to learners. For example, to allow children to become ethical, informed citizens you can allow learners to become informed citizens of Wales and the world, by allowing them to look at culture and identity throughout Wales and other countries. In order for learners to become health, confident individuals you can use the theme of health to encourage children to lead a healthy lifestyle and look after themselves both physically and mentally.
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015), is an act based around improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. Within this Act public bodies who have been listed within this Act will have to do what they already do in a sustainable way. This helps to promote ESDGC as it helps towards becoming a sustainable Earth.

My first lesson plan within the Foundation Phase is a minibeast hunt, which will take place at the National Botanical Garden of Wales. The reason for my choice in this lesson plan as it allows the children to experience outdoor learning. The children would have previously had lessons about minibeasts familiarising themselves with what they look like and where they could possibly be found. This lesson plan links strongly to the aspect of ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ within the Foundation Phase. This is because the children are given the opportunity to ‘Explore’, ‘Observe the differences between animals’ and to ‘Identify some animals that live in an outdoor environment.’ There are a number of ESDGC themes which this lesson plan would touch upon. These are Natural Environment, Choices and Decisions, Health. This would be because the children will have the opportunity to ‘Listen to others views and have their views listened to’, ‘recognise their responsibility to keep themselves and others safe’ and ‘develop a sense of awe and wonder for the habitats and living things’. Throughout this activity, children will have the chance to promote their literacy and numeracy skills as they will ‘Express opinions, giving reasons and provide appropriate answers to questions’, ‘retell information’ and ‘count sets of objects’. The children will also see the promotion of Curriculum Cymreig throughout this lesson as the lesson will be taking place within the National Botanical Garden of Wales. (WG, 2012)
My second lesson plan within the Foundation Phase is to allow children to make minibeasts from recycled materials. The reason for my choice with this lesson plan is because I am able to promote the ESDGC theme of Waste and Consumption. This is because the children will be making their minibeasts with recycled materials. The main area of learning that this lesson plan uses is Creative Development. This is because the children will be able to ‘Make choices when choosing materials and resources’, ‘reflect on their own and others work’, ‘design and make simple products and mechanisms’. It also reflects the learning area of Knowledge and Understanding of the World as the children will have the opportunity to ‘think creatively and imaginatively’. Curriculum Cymreig is promoted as the children will be using recycled materials and therefore are looking after the environment. The children will be given the opportunity to promote their Literacy and Numeracy through this activity as children have the opportunity to ‘express opinions, giving reasons, and provide appropriate answers to questions’ and ‘select appropriate equipment and resources’. (WG, 2012)
My third and final lesson plan for the Foundation Phase allows the children to look at the local history and mining. The reason for me choosing this as a lesson plan is because I believe it is important for the children to be aware of the history of their local area and how times have changed over the years. I think knowing of the local history will give the children a sense of pride about where they live. As this lesson plan is about the locality and it is in Wales, this promotes Curriculum Cymreig. The ESDGC theme which is promoted throughout this activity is The Natural Environment as we will be looking at coal mining, and coal is a part of the natural world. The area of learning from the Foundation Phase is Knowledge and Understanding of the World. This would be because the children will ‘learn about their locality is’, ‘use a range of historical sources, including artefacts and buildings, adults recalling their own past, and visual sources’ and they will have the opportunity to ‘sequence events, routines and changes’. The children’s literacy skills will be promoted through this activity as they will need to write a passage pretending to live a life in the day of a miner, they will also have a discussion with a guest speaker asking and answering questions. (WG, 2012)

My first Key Stage 2 lesson plan is the Life Cycle of the Frog. The reason for me choosing this as a lesson plan is to build on the children’s previously learning which involved outdoor learning. The lesson previous involved the children going to a pond to see what inhabited it. The children had found different stages of a frog’s life cycle and therefore they now will learn about this to make sense if what they found. The ESDGC theme which will be promoted throughout this lesson is The Natural World, as the children will be looking at the frog’s life cycle which naturally happens in the world. The children will develop their literacy as they will be using ‘visual clues’ which will help them to enhance their learning. Curriculum Cymrieg is promoted throughout this lesson also as they children will be using some key vocabulary in the welsh language. (WG, 2012)
My second Key Stage 2 lesson plan is about Tudor Portraits. The reason for me choosing this lesson plan is because I think it is important for children to be able to see how times have changed and how traditions have changed over time. They will see this through this lesson as they will see that the Tudors could not just take a simple photograph of themselves, and therefore needed to have portraits painted of themselves. The ESDGC theme which is promoted in this lesson is identity and culture. This is because the children will look at the culture that was once portraits, and how today the culture has changed. Curriculum Cymreig will be promoted through this lesson as the children will use welsh vocabulary. The children will use their literacy skills as they will use visual clues to help them to gain a better understanding. The area of the National Curriculum which is being promoted throughout this activity is History as the children will look at ‘the daily life of people living either in the Age of the Princes or in the time of the Tudors or the time of the Stuarts. The area of Art and Design is also promoted throughout this activity. (WG, 2012)
My third and final lesson plan for Key Stage 2 is the story of Rama and Sita. The reason for me choosing this lesson plan is because I believe children should look into the background stories of why people celebrate what they celebrate. The ESDGC theme which will be promoted throughout this lesson plan would be identity and culture. This is because the children will be learning about the culture of Hindu’s. The children will be promoting their literacy skills as they will be recalling the story in a story board. The area of learning from the National Curriculum is Religious Education, this would be because the children will be learning a story which is used to celebrate a Hindu celebration. (WG, 2012)

In conclusion, I believe that ESDGC is an important aspect of a child’s learning. This is because the children should have a knowledge and be aware of what is going on in the world which they live in and will be the future of. I also think it is important for children to be able to think of ways in which they can stop these issues from occurring in their world. The ideas which I have discussed in my recourse will allow children to develop these skills and gain the knowledge which they will need for the future, I have done this by promoting at least one ESDGC theme in each recourse. 
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