Section 1
Constructive Play
Constructive play provides a window into children’s thinking skills. Study of constructive play could potentially reveal a child’s development level and proceeds to later cognitive structures. Children can learn to co-ordinate and develop their fine motor skills through numerous selections of different types of activities such as: Building blocks, interlocking games and stacking objects. Constructive play could help the children to improve on their ability to store visual information such as; memory skills, which they would use later on through they’re development

Role Play
Free-flow play can open up the possibilities for children to use their imagination and they can pretend to be other people, trying out roles of adults or animals. Role play allows children to act in advance of their present lives inside or outside of the controlled setting. The children could possibly pretend to drive cars, be a dinosaur or look after babies. Play allows the children to act out each role safely in an imaginary world separate to real life.

Section 2
Risk taking can be beneficial for children because taking risks during their play can help them to develop resilience and allows them to learn about risks with using their own initiative. Being able to provide the opportunity for children to manage their risks in a controlled and comfortable environment can help them to learn vital life skills which they would need for adulthood, to gain the experience that they would need to face the outside world. Risk taking can have many benefits that could contribute to the children’s development including creativity.
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Section 3
Risk Assessment

	Ref
	Hazard / Task / Activity
 Area of Concern
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Describe Any Further Controls / Actions Needed
	Actions By Whom
	Action By When

	
1
	Creating a structure using building blocks/Lego.

Children could trip over  the Lego.
	· The Children
· The Staff members
	Having a designated area for the children who undertake the task so that no child/member of staff could trip over.
	
	Key Worker
/
Practitioner
	The start of the activity

	
2
	Children could swallow and choke on Lego pieces.
	· The children
· The Staff members
	To use the appropriate type of Lego for the age of the children such as Duplo Lego.
	
	Key Worker
/
Practitioner
	The start of the activity

	
3
	Children throwing the bricks around.
	· The Children
· The Staff members
	Constant supervision with a ‘no throwing blocks around’ rule.
	
	Key Worker
/
Practitioner
	This should be applied with all equipment, Health and Safety Policy.

	
4
	Damaged and broken Lego
	· The Children
· The Staff members
	Make sure to assess all pieces of the equipment first before allowing the children to use.
	Dispose of any equipment that is damaged or broken correctly.
	Key Worker
/
Practitioner
	This should be applied with all equipment, Health and Safety Policy

	
5
	Dirty Equipment
	· The Children
· The Staff members
	To make sure to wash and disinfect all equipment 
	To make sure all equipment is cleaned and disinfected after every use.
	Key Worker
/
Practitioner
	This should be applied with all equipment, Health and Safety Policy






Section 4
Description
During the process of the risk assessment, firstly I made sure that the Lego blocks were the correct type for the children’s age range. I checked through all the Duplo Lego blocks to ensure that there were no broken toys and at the same time I give the equipment a clean in warm soapy water, dried them off and used disinfectant spray followed by a wipe down. I assessed the children from a distance all the way through the activity until the end to ensure that no pieces of equipment were thrown or left around the room on the floor.  We had a designated area for the activity to be taken place so that no accidents could happen and to keep all children and staff members safe. The activity went very well and all the children participated in a well manner.


Feelings
During the process of the risk assessment I felt that i knew what I had to do. The table was quite straight forward, easy to understand and was well structured. I felt like I knew what to do because i have had previous experience with in a nursery environment and had to be a part of task taking where assessments had taken place. I used a risk assessment to assess all equipment and the environment to make sure everything was safe and would keep the children and staff members out of danger and highlighted the key areas due to those being the biggest risk of concern during the activity.





Evaluation
Positive aspects:
A risk assessment is great for helping to prevent accidents and incidents from happening, it helps to keep the staff and children safe inside and outside of the environment.
A written risk assessment is very good for gathering as much detail as possible of what the children are doing to have a wider range of understanding of each child’s developmental stage.
Most of the activity went really well and all the children showed that they could reach each milestone of their development.

Negative aspects:
It is always better to have a second person to evaluate the assessment to ensure that it has been done correctly and to make sure nothing has been half done.
A written assessment can be handy for a more detailed assessment however it can be more time consuming.
During the activity one child had a temper tantrum and knocked down another child construction because he thought the other child’s construction was better than his own however, this was dealt with by a staff member telling the child that doing what he done was not ok, giving him a warning but also praise him for what work he had created and explaining that nobody’s piece is better than someone else’s everybody’s work is different and that is ok.






Analysis
A risk assessment is in place to help prevent accidents and incidents from happening. The staff have to follow the Health and Safety at work Act 1974 to help keep the children and the staff safe from any accidents or injuries with in the setting.

A written risk assessment is very good for gathering as much detail as possible. At the same time an observation could take place with the group of children to whom the activity is for to record their developmental milestones such as: Fine Motor skills, self-directed play, social communication skills and to build up their resilience to risk taking. The activity went well and the children showed that they were able to reach each of these developmental milestones.

Personally I think it is always better to have a second person to evaluate the assessment and observations to ensure that it has been done correctly and that I have not missed anything that I should have picked up on at the start and throughout. Relating to the Childcare Act 2006 it is important to make sure anything you do is supported and to follow their guidelines.

During the activity one child had a temper tantrum and knocked down another child’s construction because he thought the other child’s construction was better than his own however, this was dealt with by a staff member Instead of praising him straight after giving him his warning I should of took him away from the activity and asked another staff member to observe the children whilst I spoke to the little boy to explain to him that it was not ok at what he had done and explained about no work is better than others to avoid mixed communication and to avoid the little boy from feeling embarrassed or to with draw into himself, equality is a must.





Conclusion and Action Plan
I would have not used a written risk assessment instead i would have used a checklist risk assessment so that it would have not been so time consuming however I did feel it was easy to read. When the little boy got jealous of the other child’s construction, I should have approached it a little different. Instead of praising him straight after giving him his warning I should of took him away from the activity and asked another staff member to observe the children whilst I spoke to the little boy to explain to him that it was not ok at what he had done and explained about no work is better than others to avoid mixed communication and to avoid the little boy from feeling embarrassed or to with draw into himself.  
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