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Introduction
Evidence based policing and the use of body worn cameras has been up for debate in recent years. In this assignment I will be evaluating the effectiveness of their impact on police and citizens behavior and the entirety of the criminal justice system.
Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing
Evidence based policing uses scientific research and data analysis as a guide to identify the most effective strategies for preventing crime, reducing crime rates and improving the public's safety. This assists people in policing to gather key evidence and make well informed decisions based on evidence-based policing. 
Evidence-based policing (no date) College of Policing.
By using data from previous cases police can reflect on if the actions taken and outcome were positive or negative and if the method used should be repeated in similar cases in the future. Police agencies need to regularly assess the impact of their methods and adjust their strategies accordingly to give consistent positive results.
Telep, C.W. (2018) Oxford Bibliography.
Lawrence Sherman developed the evidence based policing scheme to form improved and fair decisions when it comes to the use of police resources. This method is now used across the world and helped create many changes to the practices and policies in the police force. An example of evidence-based policing being put into practice is the metropolitan police in London using this method to find hot spots of fatal knife crime so that they know where they need to focus their resources to reduce fatal knife crime such as placing more police officers and CCTV in the hot spot area.
Mould, A. (2021) University of Cambridge.
Evidence based policing emphasizes the importance of collaboration between police agencies, academics and community members as it will strengthen relations and trust between citizens and the police service. The police service cannot deal with every incident on their own and will rely on partner organizations to help them, for example the fire service and paramedics will provide their support and skills at a crime scene. Having a strong bond with citizens is important as they are the eyes and ears on the street that the police rely on for reporting crime and providing witness statements. 
Farrell, C. (2022) Policing & Partnership Working





Explore the criminological theories which underpin its use
Evidence-based policing is a practice that is grounded in criminological theories. Here are some of the criminological theories that underpin evidence-based policing.
Rational Choice Theory (Felson and Clarke 1998) suggests that criminals make rational decisions based on the potential benefits and costs of committing a crime while trying to minimize the risk of doing so. Evidence-based policing can use this theory to identify effective strategies that increase the perceived risks and decrease the rewards of criminal behavior.
What is Situational Crime Prevention? (2022) College of Policing
Deterrence Theory proposes that the threat of severe punishment can deter criminal behavior as they will weigh the potential costs and benefits of committing crime against the severity of the punishment if caught committing the crime before deciding whether it is worth engaging in criminal behavior. Evidence-based policing can use this theory to evaluate the effectiveness of various forms of punishment and their impact on crime rates.
Abramovaite, J. et al. (2022) 
Broken Windows Theory (George L. Kelling 1982) suggests that visible signs of disorder and neglect, such as broken windows or graffiti usually in lower income areas can signal to potential criminals that an area is not being monitored or cared for, this makes criminals think they can get away with crime unpunished. Evidence-based policing can use this theory to target minor offenses and enforce community standards in order to prevent more serious crimes.
Longley, R. (2019)
Problem-Oriented Policing focuses on identifying the underlying causes of crime and disorder ln a community by analyzing dada to find the recurring problems and form a working strategy to address and prevent these problems and then measure how effective the strategy was. This approach focuses on the root cause of the crime rather than just responding to individual incidents. Evidence-based policing can use this theory to identify causes of crime and develop targeted strategies to reduce the cause of crime.
Problem-oriented policing (no date) RAND Corporation









Explain body worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing 
Body-worn cameras are small cameras that are attached to the uniforms on the chest of police officers to capture video and audio footage of their interactions with the public. The purpose of their use in evidence-based policing is to provide an objective account of an incident, both for the protection of the public and the police officers involved. This technology enables law enforcement agencies to increase transparency, accountability, and trust with the communities they serve, while also providing valuable evidence for criminal investigations and court proceedings.
Sparks, R. (2023)
When an incident or interaction begins, officers turn on their cameras, and under typical circumstances, they record continuously until it is no longer "proportionate or necessary" or another system takes over, such as CCTV at a police station. Viewers of the video observe the scene from the officer's point of view due to the camera's placement. The camera serves as an objective eyewitness. When the camera is turned on, a rolling, 60-second loop of video with no audio will begin to be recorded. Unless the officer presses the record button, the camera does not save these 60 seconds of video. The preceding 60 seconds of footage are included in the recording when the camera is set to record.
Body worn video (BWV) (no date) Metropolitan Police.
Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras
Strengths
A strength of body worn cameras is that they provide an objective account of police interactions with the public, which can help to increase transparency, accountability, and trust with the communities they serve. They can also be used to reflect on what an officer did in a situation and decide what they did good and what could be improved on.
Police body cameras - pros & cons (2021)
They can also improve officer and citizen behavior, as they are aware that their actions are being recorded and will behave to good standard or otherwise be held accountable. This will make sure that the situation stays calm and is done to a professional civilized standard. This also reduces false accusations of police misconduct as the evidence on the camera would prove there was no misconduct present.
18 major pros and cons of police body cameras (2019) 
Another advantage is that they are used as evidence in court, helping to corroborate officer testimony and providing a more objective account of the incident by showing video evidence of what actually happened rather than basing evidence on word against word. This makes the evidence a lot more reliable as the situation can be looked at and analyzed.
Chapman, B. (2018) 

Weaknesses
Some weaknesses of body worn cameras are that they can be expensive for police departments to implement and maintain, this is because of the cost of purchasing the cameras themselves, as well as the cost of storing and managing the large amounts of video data that they generate. Additionally, there may be costs associated with training officers on how to use the cameras effectively. This may be a challenge for smaller law enforcement agencies.
Corley, C. (2021) 
Body worn cameras can potentially expose victims and subject them to face recognition software, which can raise privacy issues for both the public and police officers, especially in cases when the cameras are constantly on. This can cause the person in the video to have their personal medical issues, such mental illness, made public. Witnesses may worry about reprisals from criminals if they testify against them.  
Dedrick, D. (2020) 
Body worn cameras can be subject to tampering or malfunctioning in many ways, such as covering the lens, disabling the microphone, or manipulating the footage after it has been recorded. These actions can affect the quality of evidence by either distorting or completely destroying the visual and/or audio record of an incident. It is important for police departments to establish strict guidelines and protocols for the use of body worn cameras to minimize the risk of tampering and ensure their integrity as evidence. Tampered body worn camera evidence will make the evidence useless in court as it is unreliable to be trusted.
Bhatt, K. (2021) 
Ethical Limitations
The use of body worn cameras raises ethical concerns about privacy of the public or even police officers, as individuals may be recorded without their consent or knowledge. The cameras can capture sensitive information, such as conversations with family members, medical conditions, or personal activities. The indiscriminate use of these cameras can also lead to a chilling effect on free speech and expression, as people may be less likely to behave naturally or speak candidly if they know they are being recorded. To address these ethical limitations, police departments should establish clear policies on when and how body worn cameras can be used, and limit the retention of footage to specific, legitimate purposes.
Chan-Adams, E. (2016) 
 The use of body worn cameras raises ethical concerns about the potential misuse of footage by agencies. For example, footage may be used to intimidate or harass individuals, or to unfairly target certain groups. In extreme cases, footage could be altered or manipulated to create false evidence. To address these ethical limitations, police departments should establish clear policies and protocols for the use, storage, and access to body worn camera footage. They should limit access to footage to authorized personnel who have a legitimate need to view it and require that all access and use of footage be documented and audited.




The use of body worn cameras raises ethical concerns about the potential impact on free speech and expression. Individuals may be less likely to speak candidly if they know they are being recorded, which could have a chilling effect on free speech and discourage people from expressing themselves freely. To address these ethical limitations, police departments should establish clear guidelines for the use of body worn cameras, including when and how they can be used, and the limits of their use. Departments should also consider providing notice to individuals when they are being recorded and allowing them to request that footage be deleted if it is not relevant to an investigation.
Thomsen, F. (no date)
Evaluate the use of their evidence in regard to a crime topic (domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, antisocial behavior.
Body-worn cameras can be useful tools in domestic violence cases, as they can provide video evidence of the altercation and can help to ensure that victims are protected and receive justice. BWCs can be particularly effective in cases where there are conflicting accounts of what happened, as they can provide an objective record of the incident.
Lister, S. (no date) 
However, there are also concerns about the use of BWCs in domestic violence cases. For example, victims may be reluctant to report abuse if they know that the incident will be recorded on camera, as they may fear retaliation from their abuser. Additionally, BWC footage may not always capture the full context of an incident, and it may be difficult to interpret the footage without additional information or testimony from witnesses. Victims might also feel scared of having video evidence record of them at a low point in their life while they are in distress
Kesteven, S. (2022) 
Body worn cameras will show evidence of what the location looked like such as if property had been damaged and what the victims looked like so any severe wounds or bruises on a victim would show up on the camera and could not be given justice if only written in note format. This footage could be used to corroborate their story and provide mor detail about what happened. This could massively help in cases where the only evidence available is the victim's testimony. 
'Tipping the balance' against domestic abuse (2018) University of Leeds. 
Another potential benefit of body-worn cameras in domestic violence situations is that they could help de-escalate potentially violent situations. If an abuser knows that they are being recorded, they may be less likely to become violent or aggressive. This could help to protect victims and prevent the situation from escalating to a point where someone is seriously injured or killed.
Field, A. (2021) 



Conclusion
In conclusion I believe that although there are many advantages and disadvantages to using body worn cameras in evidence-based policing I think that body worn cameras have massively helped the police and victims as it increases accountability and transparency to get evidence for the incident and to protect both parties in case of accusation. 
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