Chapter 3 Methodology 

3.1 Introduction

This chapter will provide an overview of the research methods employed for this dissertation. It will begin by outlining the ethical commitment of the dissertation followed by a detailed explanation of the methods employed and justification for those methods. The research methodology encompasses the rationale and the philosophical assumptions that underlie a particular study (Dainty, 2008).


Conducting research is understanding what research actually is, Oxford English dictionary (2025) defines research as the systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order to establish facts and reach new conclusions and according to Western Sydney university (2021) definition of research as both the creation of new knowledge and the innovative application of existing knowledge to generate new concepts. 

The chapter will look into the British Government figures around Football Banning Orders and what impact the football banning order has on members of society.  To decipher what statistics are already been produced by the British Government and any published articles around the use of football banning orders and the evidence supporting that. It has been decided that this research will be secondary research. It is hoped that conducting research in the secondary research manner that in secondary data analysis (SDA) studies, investigators use data collected by other researchers to address different questions. Like primary data researchers, SDA investigators must be knowledgeable about their research area to identify datasets that are a good fit for an SDA (Wickham,2019) 

3.2 Ethical Practice 

When conducting a study, it is mandatory that all the research carried out is done so in a way that conforms within ethical standards. Secondary research involves the analysis existing data, publications and datasets, collected by other researchers or institutions. While it does not involve direct human participation, important ethical responsibilities still apply (Pearlson, et al, 2019). Ethical practice requires engaging with secondary materials rather than reproducing them. Sources should be evaluated for reliability, bias and validity (Bryman, et all, 2021). All the secondary sources will be cited through accurate referencing to avoid plagiarism, this will allow the readers to trace the sources reliably. 

3.3 Research tools and data collection methods

To obtain the data involved in this study, ideally spending time with a football spotter going to games and what is required of their job and how they enforce the Football Banning Orders and how they keep track of individuals who have a Football Banning Order. This method provides flexibility, allowing participants to expand on personal experiences while ensuring consistency across core questions (Bryman,2021) Due to time constraints, lack of resources with the police force and the time of year that this proposal is due, which is due when the British Football league is post season, this has not been possible. These are the primary reasons, why I am conducting secondary research into my dissertation.  Secondary research requires careful planning while also itself providing key inputs into the planning process. You must think laterally about what your key search terms might be, what the most useful and efficient information sources will be, how to achieve a reasonably diverse and unbiased portfolio of sources, and how to organize the information so that a viable and valid research story emerges from it. (Thin, 2013)

The British government have published the figures of the football banning orders since the introduction of it. These have been documented on a season-by-season basis.  These figures will be analysed, based on what type of offences football banning orders have been served.  Analysing Government figures, legislation, as well academic literature with be the primary focus of my secondary method of data collection.  This method allows the researcher to interpret how courts have applied and justified football banning order in practice (James, & Pearson, 2015). 

3.4 Ethical research

A large portion of conducting ethical research meaning that all the data that is being analysed is conducting in a fair and unbiased way. The fine-grained conceptual distinctions to ongoing discussions about the ethics in data-driven research (Markham, et el, 2018) Whilst the British Government regularly publishes figures on the number of Football Banning Orders issued and in force, these statistics should not be taken at face value. Several methodological and political concerns limit their reliability. As Pearson (2012) argues, official data are often framed to demonstrate policy “success” and justify continued enforcement, rather than to provide a balanced picture of their social impact. The Home Office publishes headline figures on the number of Football Banning Orders and football related arrests (Home Office,2021) However, these raw statistics lack essential context. They do not distinguish between serious disorder and relatively minor offences, nor do they track whether banning orders prevent offending beyond football contexts (King, 2002). 

A questionnaire wasn’t considered in this instance due to the niche subject and how far the questionnaire could be distributed wouldn’t of paid dividend, as only a small number of football banning order’s in relation to the number of supporters who turn up to watch their football clubs week in and week out. A questionnaire in relation to the subject wouldn’t provide a huge amount of data or information worth analysing and discussing, as the majority, if not all of supporters, who contributed wouldn’t of been served a Football Banning Order, so wouldn’t have a huge amount of knowledge surrounding the Football Banning Order.  

Tongco (2007) argues that appropriate data collection methods are, in a research study, central to its success as no amount of analysis can compensate for data that has been ‘improperly collected’. Data that has been collected for this paper, has been sourced via the UK Government websites and spreadsheets. This will allow to analyse the data that has been officially published. 
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