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Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country in the world.  Take a global perspective and refer to local and global polices.  Compare your findings to the situation for children in Wales 

Academic success is not the only benefit from attending school and gaining an education.  Education has so much more to offer, which can sometimes be taken for granted by those who are privileged enough to have easy and free access to it.  You personally will reap the rewards and benefits from gaining an education with a great sense of achievement, pride, and accomplishment, which will lead to feelings on self-worth and self belfie.   Much needed and valued social and life skills will be learnt whilst studying at school or higher education, most of the time without us even knowing it, these valuable skills you learn are vital and will be needed not only in your working life but daily life too.  Education is a great way to develop your critical thinking skills, this will be achieved in a situation when you would be expected to ask and answer questions therefore allowing you to have the opportunity to reflect and analyse outcomes.  Better communication skills will be developed, again whilst studying you will be expected to complete handwritten assignments, work as part of a team and participate in groups discussions and may even be expected to organise and present a presentation by yourself or part of a group, all of which will lead to excellent and desirable written and speaking skills.  You will learn organisation skills and self-discipline; you be expected to manage and organise your workload and work to deadline.  Whilst attending school especially higher education it will give you an insight on what further training you may be interested in and realise some passions of what your employment career may look like e.g., Teaching, Medicine, Law, or a vocational path e.g., hair dressing, gardening, pluming etc.  Education will give you the option to study this area and hopefully with the correct training and support you will find this could lead to you gaining a higher level of employment opportunities, which may lead to better job prospects and a higher income, which could lead to a more desirable lifestyle.  But society will also benefit from your achievement too, whilst you seek employment you will be proving a service, or even developing your own business, which may even allow you to employer other members of staff.  It will allow you to contribute to society, paying taxes, national insurance etc, therefore this will lead to the economic stability and growth of society as a whole.  
We have seen the importance and benefits of attending school and gaining an education, but unfortunately this opportunity is not freely available for everyone in the world.  There are many barriers, difficulties and challenges that could face a child or young person regarding them attending school and gain that much needed and valuable education.  Unfortunately, this is true for the children and young people living in India.
India is a county that occupies the greater part of South Asia, its capital is New Delhi.  There is said to be 1.4 billion people living in India at present, (worldometers.info 2020) which makes it the second largest populous country after China.  It holds a highly diverse population consisting of thousands of ethnic groups and likely hundreds of different languages (Britannica 2020) 
“While India is one of the fastest growing economies in the world, it is also one of the most unequal countries.  Inequality has been rising sharply for the last three decades.  The richest have cornered a huge part of the wealth created through crony capitalism and inheritance.  They are getting richer at a much faster pace while the poor are still struggling to ern a minimum wage and access quality education and health care services, which continue to suffer from chronic under-investment.  These widening gaps and rising inequalities effect women and children the most” (Oxfam 2020)  
This has led to 63 million Indians are not able to access the basic health care they need, which has resulted in the 63 million Indians being forced into poverty.  
The family sizes in India are decreasing according to UN, it says “The size of families in India has been on the decline for decades, shirking from 7.2 to 4.3 as of 2016.  Which is essentially means women are having fewer children- from an average of 5.2 children per family in 1971 to 2.3 in 2016” taking this into account the life expectancy for someone living in Inia is 69.42 years, which is still below the average. 
Working conditions and salaries in India are very different from the ones in the western’s countries.  The official work week in India runs from Monday to Saturday from 10am to 6pm (just landed 2020) according to Salary explore “A person Woking in India typically earn around 31,900 INR per month.  Salaries range from 8,080 INR (the lowest) to 143,000 INR (highest average, actual maximum salary is higher) 
Education is a valuable asset to have anywhere in the world, it will enable you to lead a meaningful, fulfilled, happy, and stable life.  This is more needed in the poorest of countries to make sure that children and young people get the best start in life they possibly can. 
Unfortunately, there are many barriers and challenges face children and young people in India regarding accessing basic education. Some of these are obvious for example not having a school to hold the classes, to the more subtle like a teacher not being fully qualified and equipped to carry out the lesson.  
Poverty and illiteracy are closely linked, while 22% of Indian children fall below the poverty line, it is estimated that more than half of the nation’s population lacks basic literacy skills (Their world 2017) so it is clear to see how poverty could be a barrier for children and young people gaining an education.  According to Cambridge Dictionary 2020 poverty is “A lack of something or when the quality of something is extremely low” Poverty can manifest itself in many ways, not only regarding money but environment, food and health care can all be linked to poverty.  It is vital for children to access to nutritious food and a well-balanced diet.  If a child is living in poverty this simply basic life skill as it states in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 24 (Health and Health Service) “Every child has the right to the best possible health.  Government must provide good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment and education on health and well-being so that children can stay healthy.  Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this” A well balanced diet of good nutritious food will help a child concentrate in school by giving them much needed energy and vitamins.  Money is a big reason for why children in India are not attending school.  Some families will use children has childcare for the parents to go out to work.
Gender is another barrier that faces children and young people in India, unfortunately it does affect girls rather than boys.  “Gender inequality has deterred education for girls in India for a long time.  In 2017, 32% of girls were not enrolled in school in comparison to 28% of boys.  A male’s education in India is more valued, therefore, it is often seen unnecessary to finally support a girl’s education due to these binding gender roles” The Borgen Project 2018.  47% of girls in India are married by the time they reach 18 years of age; this can lead to girls falling pregnant at a young age which will make it almost impossible for them to attend school.  Some parts of India do not permit pregnant girls to attend school, so even if the girl were lucky enough to have the support at home to complete her education, this would be taken out of her hands.  Every year 23 million girls drop out of school when they reach the age of menstruating due to lack of overall hygiene awareness in schools.  As well as 47% of schools not having the basic facilities of toilets for girls in the school, which lead to the girls having to use the streets to go to the toilet, which is morally degrading for them.  (The Borgen Project 2018)
According to a recent UN report 75% of children with a disability in India do not attend any educational institute in their lifetime.  But as it states in the (UNCRC) Article 23 (children with disability) “A child with a disability has the right to live a full life as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community.  Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and their families” but even with the help and support of the government there are still may barriers in place which could stop children and young people living with a disability attending school and gaining an education.  As many as 59.7% of children in India walk to school with the number being much higher in rural areas, according to the National Statistical Organization (NSO) A child with a disability would find it almost impossible to walk school, most of which are many miles away.  Teaching staff are not adequately trained in Special Needs Education.  70% of the regular teachers had neither received training in Special Needs Education nor had any experiences teaching students with disabilities.  Further, 87% of the teaches did not have access to support services in their classrooms. 
A child needs a calm, clean, safe, and happy environment to study, unfortunately this is not always the case in India.  Most of the classroom are over crowed and held outside, as well as the poor-quality environment the children have to learn in, they also have the disadvantage of not having the access to the basic equipment to learn, stationary, books, tables, chairs etc, all of which are basic needs for children attending school, so even if children in India are able to attend school, it is most likely not to be held in a calm, clean, safe, and happy environment.  
“Teachers are arguably the most important members of our society.  They give children a purpose, set them up for success as citizens of our world, and inspire in them a drive to do well and succeed in life.  The children of today are leaders of tomorrow, and teachers are the critical point that make a child ready for the future” (University of The People 2021) unfortunately in India this is not always the case.  In India teaching in not the most desirable profession, this originated from the general perception that it is a low skilled profession with needs little skill.  Even if someone wanted to train as a teacher the training which is offered is considered to be unsatisfactory.  Also, it is classed as a under paid and undervalued profession, so it is clear to see that it does not attracted the any one to profession.  
Luckily for our children and young people of Wales, they do not face these challenges and barriers that children and young people in India face on a daily basis.  The organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) said “Wales is on the path to transform the way children learn, with a new curriculum aimed to prepare its children and young people to thrive at school and beyond.  The new curriculum for Wales is future oriented and intends to create a better learning experience for students and to contribute to the overall improvement of Welsh education.  The co-construction process succeeded in engaging many and in developing trust, while systemic adjustments in institutions and other policies are helping set in motion a professionally led education” along with this the Welsh Government main aim for education in Wales is to “Enable all children and young people in Wales to become ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative, contributors, ethical, informed citizens (gov. wales 2020) 
So why is it that the children and young people of wales do not have the difficulties, challenges, and barriers that the children and young people of India face?  The main barriers I have discussed have been poverty, gender, disability, environment, and teaching staff.  We are very fortunate that we do not have to face of these barriers.  Teaching is considered a desirable occupation, with many benefits and incentive. The starting salary is £24,906 (Wales Online 20221) it offers personal development opportunities and excellent prospects.  There is also plenty of employment opportunity, it is said the one in ten people in Wales work in the education sector, but 50,000 more are needed by 2024 (Wales online 2021)
Almost a quarter of people in Wales are living in poverty (70,000) living precarious and insecure lives.  The risk for children alone was higher with 3 in 10 children in poverty (P. Matejic, 2020) but unlike India we are privileged to have a well-established benefit system and other supporting agencies/charity that can help our most vulnerable children and young people, so they do not miss out on a good quality life and an education.  We offer universal credit, among other benefits for low-income families, as well as free school meal and uniform allowance.  With all this support and help we are very fortunate with the knowing that even children and young people from a poverty stricken back round will not miss out not only on a vital education but attending school. 
In India it is said that 6 million do not attend school, and only 26% of girls complete a secondary education.  This is not the case in Wales.  Compulsory school age in Wales is 5 years old, this is for girls and boys, we do not have a gender barrier regarding education.  Studies have repeatedly shown that girls perform much better in school than boys.  Figures show the percentages of girls achieving Foundation Phase Indicator (FPI) has increased every year since 2012, and is now the highest ever at 91.2% (Wales online 2020)   For girls who attend school in Wales have access to clean running water, their own toilet and changing facilities, also every school and college in Wales will have access to £3.1 million in new funding to prevent “Period Poverty”  This is showing the girls of Wales the privacy and respect they deserve, something that is greatly absent in India.  Another reason for Indian girls not attending school is the fact that girls are used as childcare for their siblings for their parents to go out to work, again another barrier our girls would not face. 
The Equality Act 2010 (The Act) has guidance that “Focus on the preparation of accessibility strategies and accessibility plans which help ensure full inclusion of disabled children in school environment” The Welsh government has also put in place the Social Model of Disability which recognises that people with impairments are disabled by the barriers created by society, and that the guiding principles of polices should be:
· To remove these barriers and create and enabling society
· To promote the rights and full inclusion of disabled people (gov. Wales 2020) 
There are many Special Needs School in Wales that offer the care, education that a child or young person with a learning disability/difficult may need, these are Emotional, behaviour and/or social difficulties, Sensory or Physical impairment, Social interaction difficulties (Autism and Asperger Syndrome) and Learning difficulties (Development Global Delay, Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia) as well as Language development. All of which are the suitable, safe, and calm environment that children and young people need, co-in siding with this all staff will be adequately trained in Special Needs Education.  All children and young people with a learning difficulty or disability will have their own Education Plan, with will be reviewed every year to see what progress the pupil is making and what extra help and support may be needed.  
Children in Wales do not have the worry of how they will travel to school, The Education Act 1996 contains the law on school transport called “Home-to-school travel and transport 2014” its states “Local authorities must promote the use of sustainable travel and transport for all children and young people of compulsory school age who travel to receive education in the local authority’s area”( child Law Advice 2021) To know our children and young people are safe whilst travelling to school in a privilege that we have.
The UN convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the human rights for every person under the age of 18.  There are two rights which are relating to education.  Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education.  Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child.  Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and the rights.  Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.  Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents, and abilities to the full.  It must encourage the child respect for humans’ rights, as well respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. (UNICEF 2020)   it is clear to see that these Rights for children are not being met in India.  As I have stated attending school in not only about achieving academic success, but there are many other goals and achievements that can be gained whilst attending school.  Basic life skills, friendships, a feeling of self-worth and achievement are paramount experiences and skills that can be gained whilst attending school.  It is paramount that attending school and gaining an education is in reach of every child for them to grow, develop and thrive and lead a happy and fulfilled life.  We only must sit and back and release how advantage and privileged that not only our children are but us as parents have the fact that our children’s education is not the concern and burden that the children and their parents in India face daily regarding their children’s education.  
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