


There is a difference between crime and deviance. A crime is identified as a deliberate act that causes damage, loss , physical harm or psychological harm which is against the law (Victim Support, 2022). However, deviance is identified as a behaviour which is a violation to social norms. Policing in the modern era relies on policing by consent. Policing by consent is from the 9 general instructions which were formerly known as the peelian principles of policing. There are 9 peelian principles. On a whole Washington University (2023) identifies the aim of the principles is to develop a code of ethics for policing.
 
The aim of this essay is to identify the constructivist theories which are involved with the policing and the perpetrators of domestic violence. To do this the paper will focus briefly on what the criminological theories are and how they link to domestic violence. However, the main focus of this essay will be on the labelling theory and the differential association theory and to provide a link on how each theory links to domestic violence and policing. The essay will briefly compare the constructivism theories and the constructionist theories. So what is constructivism? Lombardo (2016, p. 125) identifies in his chapter that constructivism is where reality is socially constructed and reproduced by human interaction. This shows that constructivism is made by individuals' interaction with society. Whereas constructionist focuses on the psychological aspects of crime. 

Domestic abuse is identified (Womens aid, 2022) as a pattern of incidents which include controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour. Within the year ending March 2022 (Office of National Statistics, 2022) an estimate of 2.4million Adults experienced domestic abuse. This identifies that there is a significant amount of domestic abuse incidents and strongly suggests that domestic abuse is a significant issue in England and Wales. In 2021 a piece of legislation was brought in in regards to domestic abuse. The legislation (The Domestic Abuse Act 2021), provides information which covers the definition of domestic abuse, the powers that are in place for dealing with domestic abuse, protection to victims' and witnesses. 

The rates of domestic violence are significant. Between the 1st of April and 30th of June 2020 (Office of National Statistics, 2020, pp. 6-7) there were a total of 64,283 arrests made, from 40 police forces in England and Wales, for domestic abuse related crimes. This is a 24% increase from the previous year. However, this data was collected from a period of time during the Coronavirus Pandemic. This strongly suggests that there was an increase in reports of domestic violence due to the restrictions in place. The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) shows that there had been a decrease, from 13,938 completed prosecutions in quarter 1 of 21/22 to 12,966 completed prosecutions in quarter 2 of 21/22, of domestic abuse perpetrators. There has been an increase in the percentage of dropped prosecutions for domestic abuse perpetrators. This suggests there are less prosecutions happening as the police service do not take domestic abuse cases seriously. 
In their article (McPhee et al., 2022) stated that a report in 2014 identified that there were a significant amount of improvements that the police had to do for incidents related to domestic abuse. The report identified the lack of evidence gathering, poor attitudes from officers, lack of leadership and supervision. This strongly shows that the police’s response to domestic violence is extremely poor. Therefore this suggests that the police’s attitude towards getting justice for victims of domestic abuse is significantly poorer than what is portrayed. 

The attitudes of the police towards domestic abuse is portrayed to be negative. In a report produced by (Richards, 2020, p.33-36) Research they conducted identified that police officers believed that policing intimate partner violence was frustrating, due to the crime being resource intensive for a crime which has hardly any positive outcomes and they believe that intimate partner violence is not real police work. They also identified that some officers found that dealing with cases of intimate partner violence were stressful to handle. This strongly identifies the police’s attitudes towards domestic violence as not as they should be. Carrillo seems to agree that police officers' attitudes towards domestic violence is not as it should be. (Carrillo, 2021) identifies that some reports show that not all senior officers make sure that domestic abuse is one of their main priorities. Therefore, their attitudes are not in the correct manner and domestic abuse victims do not have the trust in the police to report domestic violence.

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2017, pp. 5-6) identifies that there is a need for improvement on the understanding of controlling and coercive behaviour. This strongly suggests why officers believe that domestic abuse is not real police work. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2017, p.5) also identifies that there is a delay in sending officers to calls of domestic violence. This may be due to the lack of knowledge of controlling and coercive behaviour. These points strongly recommend that these improvements could have an impact on society's views of police’s attitudes for domestic violence. There are criminological theories which are said to be linked to why an offender carries out acts of crime.  

One of the main constructivism theories that are demonstrated in the offence and the policing of domestic abuse is the Labelling theory. According to Ashley (2023, p.177) the Labelling theory was created by George Herbet mead however, Howard Becker was the theorist to begin to look at how the definition of bad behaviour became what it is.  Burke (2019, p.199) identifies that labelling theorists believe that behaviour is not inherently devious or criminal, however it is considered deviant or criminal if others have a label on the act. This strongly demonstrates that if an action is perceived as delinquent then a label will be instantly made. It was identified in their article (Barmaki, 2017) that labelling was the cause of deviance and its further delinquency. This strongly suggests that labelling has a great impact on how criminals respond to the label. The labelling theory has its limitations, which has been identified by the Office of Justice Programs (1988) identifies that labelling theory has some criticism for not being able to explain primary deviance, and the failure to specify conditions under official labelling works. History shows that over the last few years domestic violence has had multiple different labels, slowly leading up to having the current label of domestic violence. 

Domestic violence has been known by many different crimes over the years. Firstly (Godfrey, Walklate and Richardson, 2020, pp. 1-6) domestic violence was allowed in the 18th century however, if the abuse was too public, too violent, which were community norms at the time, community sanctions would then be used. This strongly identifies that domestic violence was socially acceptable within these times however, there were limitations in place for certain aspects which were not a social norm. In 1895 the city of london bylaw made it illegal if you hit your wife between the hours of 10pm and 7am, due to the noise keeping people awake (Centre for Womens Justice, 2016). This strongly suggests that the local council's attitude towards female violence, at the time, was in a negative and unhelpful fashion.  
The Law Commission (1992) suggested that before 1990 marital rape was not known as marital rape. However, it is also identified by The Law Commission (1992) that marital immunity was abolished in 1991. This shows that before 1991 acts of rape were socially and legally acceptable. This strongly suggests that this was a significant issue within those times. This demonstrates the use of the labelling theory as government departments, the police and the public had labelled rape within marriage as marital rape. This labelling theory is continued to be used up until today as there were 2 different acts of law put in place between 1990 and 2021. The (Family Law Act 1996) which included the non-molestation order. The Domestic (Violence, crime and victims act 2004) which included the breaching of the non-molestation order to be an offence. However, in 2021 the (Domestic Abuse Act of 2021) was put in place which defined domestic abuse as the behaviour of a person towards another if they are over the age of 16 years old and are connected personally. It is considered abusive if  it is physical or sexual, threatening or violent, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic abuse or psychological, emotional or other abuse. This demonstrates the labelling theory as the government has labelled what domestic abuse is and abuse includes. Throughout the history of Domestic Violence legislation it demonstrates that the use of legislation and the change in what domestic violence is seen as, demonstrates that the labelling theory has been used throughout its existence. As the years go on there is a likelihood that the meaning of domestic violence will change as society is changing everyday. 

Maynooth University (2022) identifies that the media portray domestic violence in a simplistic way with a lack of information being provided to the public. This strongly suggests that the media only portray the extremely bad things of domestic violence. In their article (Kohlman et al., 2014) identified that  domestic violence is a specific type of violence towards women and is being acknowledged more in social media and academic literature. Meade (2015) identifies that the media disguises the information that domestic violence can be committed by both males or females. This strongly demonstrates that domestic violence is being labelled as an act of violence towards women. This suggests that due to the lack of reports of male victims of domestic violence, males are less likely to report domestic abuse to the police as they believe they will not be taken seriously. Therefore this could have impacted on the rates of male victims of domestic abuse.    

However, it is argued that social learning theory has a factor to contribute to carrying out domestic abuse. It has been identified in their article (Archer and Flexton, 2021) that Akers’ social learning theory has four factors which influence an individual to carry out crime. These four factors are social structure, culture, locations of individuals and groups in social systems. In their article (Gavin and Kruis, 2022) identifies that individuals who witness domestic violence or are a victim of domestic violence are more likely to become perpetrators of domestic violence. It is stated (Entilli and Cipolletta, 2016) in their article that domestic violence is associated with long term psychological social and economical effects. This strongly demonstrates that both Gavin and Kruis and Entilli and Cipolletta agree that social learning theory plays a big part in the perpetration of domestic abuse. However, social learning theory is not a Constructivist theory, it is a constructionist theory.  

Another constructivist theory which is portrayed in domestic abuse is differential association. In his article (Johnson, 2020) identifies that differential association is a behaviour which is learned by the interaction with other people who have different opinions on what is acceptable in society and what is not. However, Ward and Brown (2015) identifies that Differential Association is a theory in which a behaviour is learned, however, it observes how an individual behaves in different manners with different social groups. For example the way an individual behaves around family, which is known as the normative dimension aspect, members is different to how they behave with friends, which is behavioural interactional dimension aspects of Differential Association theory.This strongly demonstrates that there is a difference between the way individuals behave between friends and family.  Opp (2020, pp. 144-154) that personal association is important within the theory of differential association. However, the Differential Association theory has its limitations. These have been identified (Cressey, 1964) as the omission of free will considerations and the idea that it does not apply to rural offenders, and landlords who violate OPA regulation.

If a young child is a witness or a victim of domestic violence within their home, they are going to believe that domestic violence is normal and later on become a perpetrator of domestic violence. Huecker, King Jordan and Smock (2022) found that due to witnessing domestic violence during childhood, males are more than likely to abuse females in adulthood due to the portrayal that women are not equally respected as are men. This strongly suggests that the experience of being a witness to domestic violence has an impact on how they perceive behaviours towards their wives, husbands, girlfriends, and boyfriends. This strongly shows that behaviours that are learnt from home are likely to be repeated by young children in later life. In Comparison to the behaviour of an individual with their friends. Walden University (2023) identifies that individuals base how they act through the behaviours of those around them. This strongly identifies that others' behaviours influence how people behave. 

The behaviours of social groups would not have a connection to effecting domestic abuse perpetrators to carry out the crime. This is a strong demonstration of Bandura’s Bobo Doll experiment. The bobo doll experiment presented children with a doll, and would then demonstrate someone hitting the doll and then someone being nice to the doll. It was found that when the children were exposed to the horrible behaviour towards the doll they would copy the behaviour and those who were exposed to kind behaviour would be kind towards the doll. This experiment shows that individuals who are exposed to different behaviours will adapt to the behaviours they were presented with. Due to Domestic violence being a private incident which occurs mostly at home, the policing of this crime is fairly difficult. Policing the streets is easier. This would demonstrate that monitoring the streets could impact how social groups or gangs behave. 

However, some believe that psychological positivism plays a part in how individuals behave. It is identified by Burke (2019, p.117) that Psychological positivism is research directed to the mind. The main theorist involved in the Psychological positivism was Ivan Pavlov. Newburn (2017, p.163) presents in his book that during Pavlov's experiment he demonstrated a dog, which was presented with food and a bell would salivate when the bell was rung. Pavlov’s experiment demonstrated that the dog was taught to link all the components together, which led to his mind remembering what the reward for ringing the bell would be. This strongly shows that this is all psychological research. This theory is identified as a constructionist theory.

Some also believe that biology decides whether an individual is a criminal. In their article (Ferracuti, 1996) shows that Lambroso’s theory of crime identified that criminals would have recognisable physical features which would lead them to be a criminal. This research was based on those in prison. This strongly shows that the research was not very reliable as the research was based on prisoners and not those within society or in police custody. However, Lombroso’s theory was a constructionist theory and not a constructivist theory. 

To conclude, it has been identified that domestic abuse is a significant issue within England and Wales. The police’s attitudes towards domestic violence is not as it should be due to the attitude of domestic violence is not real policing.  
The police, government have all used labelling theory to label domestic abuse as domestic abuse, through the use of governmental laws. The media and the public have also labelled domestic violence as an act of violence towards women and only provide the extremely bad aspects of domestic violence. This label is suggested to have impacted on the number of reported domestic abuse incidents towards males in recent years. Although there are limitations to the labelling theory this theory is strongly demonstrated within the policing of domestic violence. The use of differential association is identified within the perpetrator as although they have been within environments where they have experienced and witnessed domestic violence they are able to adapt to the behaviours of other social settings. Although there are limitations to this theory, it is strongly demonstrated within domestic violence and the policing of this crime. Overall, the use of constructivist theories are used through the policing and the crime of domestic abuse. 
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