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The importance of protecting children and young people 
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	    	Article 19
Protection from violence, abuse and neglect. 

The United Nations International Children’s Emergency fund(UNICEF) established in 1946 following the aftermath of World War II; their directive being clear to aid and support children and young people whose lives or futures were at risk without considering what role each country played during the war. 
UNICEF’s aim was to be able to reach every child in need through protecting their well-being and rights to be able to reach their full potential. 
In 1948 The United Nations General Assembly passes the Universal Declaration of Human Rights from this in 1959 The United Nations General Assembly adopts the declaration of the rights of the child which recognizes children’s rights to education, play and a supportive environment and health care among other rights. Over the years The United Nations general Assembly passes and adopts more declarations and rights to support and protect children globally which adds to the United Nations Conventions of the rights of the child(UNCRC) a base of UNICEF’s work. Up to date in 2021 UNCRC consists of 54 separate articles. UNCRC Articles 1-42 outline what rights the children have where articles 43-54 consist and outline what adults and the government must follow to ensure children’s rights are respected to ensure every child has rights no matter their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities among other statuses. UNICEF works alongside over 190 countries. The UK signed and follows UNCRC since 1992 of which Wales became the first country in the UK to appoint a children’s commissioner in 2001 following this in 2004 Wales formally adopted the UNCRC as the basis of policy making related to children and young people. 

                                             


Article 19 refers to ensuring a government doing all that is within their power to ensure that a child or young person is protected and does not endure any form of abuse, neglect or bad treatment by their parent, guardian or anyone else they may receive care from. (children and young people’s commissioner Scotland.2021)
Article 19 Underpins two points that states all parties  must take all appropriate legislative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of abuse which can include sexual, physical, emotional, domestic, or mental. Neglect or neglective treatment, maltreatment which is cruel or violent treatment of a person or any type of exploitation that can occur while in the care of a parent, legal guardian or anyone who maybe left in care of the child or young person(NSPCC 2021)  
From this protective measures should be appropriately followed to provide any necessary support for the child and the care giver of the child. This includes other forms of prevention such as r, reports,  emergency protection orders, investigations and/or judicial involvement(UNCRC,2021) judicial involvement is linked with serious cases of abuse or neglect a local authority will apply a court order to protect the child(GOV.UK. 2021)
Article 19 connects with the social services and well-being act 2014 in wales in which it provides a legal framework for social service provisions in Wales. This includes a board of local authorities, chief police officers, NHS trust and providers of probation services that fall within safeguarding boards. 
In wales the CPR- child protection register is a confidential list of children who have been identified as being at risk of abuse or neglect in the area. This allows authorised individuals to check up on the child frequently and the child will have a protection plan created which sets out what action shoud be taken and by who and when in order to safeguard the child.(welsh government,2017)
 

Every child has the right to express their views, feelings, wishes in all matters that affect them. And to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies all the time for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day to day home life(UNCRC,2021) article 12 is highlighted as one of the 4 ‘general principles’ as it contributes to all the other articles and general attitude towards children and young people and their rights(UNICEF,2021)
British Education Research Association(BERA,2021) status that underlining article 12 children should always be informed about matters that involve them and their views and how the outcome of their decisions will affect them. BERA also highlights children should be supported throughout to understand that they have the right to express their views clearly within encouraging and enabling environments whilst recognising that children may express their views verbally as well as in non-verbal ways. The European commission (2021) promotes and protects the child’s right to be heard within it’s legislations and policies; calling children “the agents of change” through this the commissioners support children and young people by contributing to the changes. 
Within wales young people and children with additional learning needs have a unique knowledge of their needs and circumstances and where possible are able to voice their own views on what type of support they would like to receive to make the most of their education. If a child does not feel like their rights are being respected no do they feel respected or valued they have the right to appeal to the local authorities and can claim disability discrimination in wales. Following from this the child commissioner wales(2021) also provides the opportunity to be heard in any judicial proceedings where that may be directly from the child or a representative within a manner consistent with the procedural rulings of national laws. 
The importance of article 12 is reflected through the early years foundation stages(EYFS); it supports both good practice and self esteem and worth from both the child and the professional practitioner, it also insures the child learns values and the sense of respect this can then link to the child’s level off comfort and confidence within their environment. (Early Years Career,2021)
Respect for the views of the child
Article 12

Connecting with article 19 it highlights protecting children from all forms of sexual violence and abuse; corresponding with that the government does all that they can within their power to protect children from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse regardless of gender or sexual orientation 
(UNCRC,2021)
Being married before being legally old enough in which case is 16 years old in the United Kingdom(UK Parliament,2021) is also a form of sexual abuse and is included within article 34. Connecting to this there are two forms of sexual abuse- contact abuse where the abuser is making physical contact with the child or young person or non-contact abuse where the child is being abused without contact such as being exposed to pornography. It is important to keep in mind that sexual abuse can also happen online and any child of any age or gender can be exposed to sexual abuse (children and young people commissioner Scotland,2021)
Wales created an action plan in 2019 to ensure safeguarding procedures and the children’s rights are respected and followed which connects to the social services and well-being (wales) act 2014. The welsh government created a 10 key objective that will be implemented by December 2021. Objectives 1-4 are to increase awareness from practitioners to members of the public from signs the victim may be showing to how to safeguard children. Objective 5-7 are for the protection of the child that is at risk of sexual abuse such as practitioners receiving training to equip them to provide effective timely responses as well as having access to resources. objective 8-10 are focusing on arrangements for supporting the child who have been sexual abused in which the child is able to have access to trauma informed services and appropriate therapeutic support based on the individual as well as judicial involvement where the abuser can receive a sentence up to 14 years imprisonment(CPS,2021) to improve well-being and prevent the repeat of the abuse as every child has the right to be able to recover from the abuse or sexual exploitation. (welsh government, 2021) 


Sexual exploitation 
Article 34
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