[image: ]

BA Youth and Community Work
SJYW6010 Applied Research Project 
Proposal Form 
2017/2018


	Name 

	
Christopher Luke Barrie



	Title of  Applied Research Project  

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]An exploration of the impacts on young people’s wellbeing obtained through open-access education, training and employment (ETE) engagement opportunities, as well as the role and assumed successfulness of voluntary and targeted Outreach work provision within the Youth Work profession.


	Submission Date 

	
26th October 2017 



	Supervisors Name 




	
Darrell Williams

	Research Ethics Form Completed and attached


	
Yes





	Note below your ideas for your research: Choose something that you find interesting 

	
· To investigate the realm of Outreach work as a Youth Work provision and to disseminate utilised approaches and systems in place to help young people climb the 5-tier model and what impacts this has on a young person’s overall wellbeing.

	How practical will this idea be: e.g. what resources do you require? How much time do you have? 

	
The idea and topic undertaken throughout this applied research project is one of complication and for definitive, practice changing results would require a more in-depth and comprehensive level of research and participants.

Due to the limited timescale this project will be undertaken in and the low number of participants involved it will be difficult to fully address and outline specific reasons for some of the proposed questions.

However, although there are some constraints and limitations to the study it will aim to provide an insight into the workings of and outcomes of the Targeted Outreach Team, as well as the impacts on wellbeing for young people.



Resources:
· Consent Forms
· Informal questionnaire / interview & ‘invisible Rucksack’ activity
· Confidentiality Statement
· Informal Observation Sheet


	Outline the overall aim, and separate research questions you may want to explore

	
· Are Outreach approaches dynamic or tick-box exercises?

· Is the process of climbing the 5-tier model effective or does it leave scope for harm and negative wellbeing?

· Do the approaches used work for all young people or is it a selective provision used to mould ‘at risk’, vulnerable, those involved with crime and poverty-stricken individuals into a pre-determined ‘ideal’ of a successful member of society?

· What effect does deprivation vs. affluence have on the process and overall wellbeing?
· What barriers are in place for young people before, during and after engagement in Outreach work provision?







Applied Research Project Proposal  

When writing your proposal please think about the following (up to 1000 words): 

	1. Aim of study/your topic area/issue for research;  

	2. Research Objectives/questions; 
3. Reflect upon why you are going to explore the topic you have chosen;  

	4. Literature you are going to explore; 

	5. Methodology/methods of data collection you intend to use;
6. What Ethical considerations do you need to be mindful of? 

	7. What would be the positive outcomes of engaging in this research? Who will benefit? How does it relate to Youth and Community work practice? 
8. How will you disseminate your research? 


	




Research Proposal:

The main aim of this proposed research project is to investigate the realm of Outreach work as a Youth Work provision. Furthermore, it will disseminate utilised approaches and the systems in place to help young people access suitable education, training and employment opportunities, as well as to establish what impacts are imposed on their overall wellbeing throughout the process.

Further to the proposed aims, this research project will also aim to explore secondary areas of investigation including if the approaches adopted by professionals in this field are dynamic and effective as opposed to conforming to statistical data collection ideals. Lastly, outlining whether this approach to Youth Work and addressing the needs of those not in education, employment and/or training (NEET) works for all young people accessing the service will focus heavily throughout this research project. It will be key to establish if this is a universal, open-access provision and not one that is used simply to mould ‘at-risk’, vulnerable individuals into a ‘pre-determined’ ideal set forth by society.

I have chosen to undertake this area of research due to its relevance to and correspondence with personal experience through practice, as well as upcoming placement opportunities. Furthermore, I feel I harbour a personal level of experience of utilising this Youth Work model to access and participate in training courses and higher education.

I feel this is an important area of discussion and investigation and one that will prove to be crucial to the future of Youth Work. Investigating the methods in which we work and the provisions supplied will have the ability to not only inform Youth Work practice but shape how the profession and the professionals grow. It too is a vital area of exploration due to the rise we see in the number of young people utilising this support model as employment opportunities decrease in an ever more demanding society.

I will aim to utilise various forms of literature throughout this process and will refer to current news, a multitude of relevant research papers, dissertations, as well as appropriate written literature. Moreover, this research project will utilise publicly available Government figures and statistics, multi-agency remits and local authority plans, policies and research to tackle NEET young people.

The intended methods of data collection for this project will consist of both primary and secondary methods and will utilise the expertise of professional peer relations, case-load statistics and literature reviews. The primary methods of data collection such as personal research with young people and questionnaires, a process which will be undertaken at multiple intervals throughout my placement and informal observation of young people both with consent will be where, the most qualitative information will stem.

The aim of this study is to be consistent and obtain information to convey an informed assessment of the research questions. To achieve this, the investigation will need to take a comprehensive and fair approach to the topic and to utilise both qualitative and quantitative data. However, this study will somewhat be limited in its approach and results due to the length of time available, limited word count, access to young people and research participants and it will be important to always remain realistic and to concentrate solely on keeping the project and scope of work achievable.

For this applied research project, I have undertaken multiple ethical considerations. For example, prior to engaging with young people I will have applied for ethical consent to conduct my research and all participants will in the first instance be required to complete a consent form before engaging. If any participant is below the age of 16, then their parents too will have to provide consent for the young person to participate in this research. Furthermore, it will be established prior to any data collection or observation that any young person involved will understand that they are able to opt-out of the study at any time and if they do then any information obtained would be destroyed and not utilised in the any part of the research.


Additional measures in place to proceed ethically include, what information will be obtained on any individual(s) and how the data will be used, stored and if it is relevant to the research project. Information will only be collated if it is relevant to the study, will only be stored until the end of the study and then destroyed. Anonymity will be provided for all participants. These measures will be outlined to the participants prior to engagement and in a way, that is appropriate and that they understand. Anonymity for young people is vital due to safeguarding concerns if their information were to be published, as well as any financial implications which could be incurred through participating in the study with regards to state benefits.

When considering what, if any positive outcomes will arise from facilitating this research, I believe that the proposed project has the scope to outline what is being done to tackle youth unemployment and what should and needs to be done with regards to enabling young people to access to suitable and relevant education and training opportunities.

The evidence and research obtained will be useful when working with school refusers, school leavers and those whom have difficulties in securing employment or training due to a lack of information, resources and funding or whom may not have the ability to discover these options for themselves.
Additionally, this applied research project will set forth what needs to be undertaken where possible to guide this provision forward with the aim of reducing risk, reliance on the service and improving the wellbeing of the individuals whom utilise this support.

When regarding how this study relates to youth and community work, it is clear to see that it directly links to the Youth Work provision, Youth Work and both directly and indirectly impacts and utilises the community as a provision of employment, education and training and through enabling young people the opportunity and securing their right to be active participants within their respective communities.

I will disseminate this research by making it available to all youth workers, educators and employers with which I engage and for whom it would be relevant, as well as and to university staff and peers where appropriate. Furthermore, I will also use this research as a tool in future work, employment opportunities and as evidence of experience and knowledge.








Timeline of Activity:

Work backwards from the submission date and outline key dates for completing your Applied Research Project.  Also outline the dates you will meet with your supervisor:


	DATE 
	ACTION 

	
OCT ‘17

	
Literature Review

	
	

Methodology & Research Design


	
NOV ‘17

	
Carrying Out Research 

	



	
Data Collection

	
DEC ‘17
	
Analysing Data



	



	
Drawing Conclusions

	
DEC 16 – JAN 11 2017
	
Write Up



	
**

	
N.B. Supervision sessions will take place at regular intervals throughout process – one face-to-face session per month (to be confirmed) and regular non-face-to-face communication.


	18th January 2018

	Applied Research Project Submission
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