What Factors made Alexander the Great So adept at Sieges

The subject of this essay is to thoroughly investigate some the sieges that Alexander the Great orchestrated and the specific reasoning as to why he was able to succeed every time. I will focus mostly on the sieges of Tyre, Gaza while also taking into account those of Pellium, Thebes, Miletus, Halicarnus, and more as he travelled East. To discover this I will observe a number of factors including an analysis on the tactics and strategy that made him so formidable and continued his legacy almost 2500 years later. Alexander remained innovative throughout his campaign which allowed him to continuously conquer each city he came across, from his ingenious use of siege to tactics such as permanently connecting the island of Tyre to the mainland, Alexander the Great was always one step ahead of his enemies.       
This is both an interesting and important topic to be explored as most academics focus exclusively or heavily on the battles of Alexander the Great, glossing over the sieges even though the sieges occupied a greater amount of time and were equal too if not more important to the overall campaign than the battles. The battles prove to be a great display of Alexanders abilities but to truly understand his talents as a general a deeper dive must be taken into this less scrutinised aspect of his leadership. This subject is therefore both incredibly important to any study of Alexander the Great, both as a person and the campaign he lead, but is also remarkably interesting to the much wider education of siege warfare and military tactics.    
My aim for this project is to further expand my understanding the various factors that made Alexander the Great such an expert at taking control of cities and lands through the art of siege. I will document the aspects that made him one of the greatest military leaders that we have ever seen, specifically in relevance to the difficult task of performing a siege. The report will not only cover the exceptional things achieved by Alexander the Great but it will also look at the problems that he faced along the way and the challenges holding him back. A deep analysis of both tactics and strategy will be present with an observation of many different sieges undertaken by Alexander. 
My objectives to get to this point are going to be to look at a number of individual sieges undertaken by Alexander the Great with a large focus being applied to the most important and interesting sieges such as that of Halicarnassus, Tyre and Gaza, and with a briefer look at some earlier ones such as Pellium and Thebes and some later ones that occurred on the northern frontier and going into India. As well as looking at the individual factors of these events I will also explore what went wrong for Alexander and the choices he made that were potentially not so admirable to create a contrast in order to better understand the true extent of his abilities as a military leader.  
I will go about this in a number of ways. The first is by researching the sieges made by Alexander the Great in the form of books that I own, these being ‘The Campaigns of Alexander, The Landmark Arrian’ edited by by James Romm which is a translation of Arrian’s work on Alexander which is commonly considered the best account from the age. This will give me comprehensive insight into the occurrences that happened during the sieges. The second book I will use is ‘Alexander the Great and the Logistics of the Macedonian Army’ by Donald W. Engels. This book will allow me to understand greater the workings of the army and will allow me to further comprehend why certain decisions and actions were made. The final book is ‘The Sieges of Alexander the Great’ by Stephen English’. This book looks deeper into the Sieges than any other so it will be useful for getting specific information which could be harder to find elsewhere. As well as these books I will optimise Jstor and google scholar with articles such as ‘The Siege of Tyre’ by Jehan Wauquelin. As well as these sources I shall utilise the internet and reputable websites when in need of specific information. 
Within my essay I plan to have a number of sections, the first of which will be the introduction. This will be where I introduce Alexander the Great and everything that I aim to achieve within the essay. Following this I will have a section describing siege equipment the the intention both of educating and exploring how Alexander adapted these to improve them and how sometimes they went wrong. Continuing on from this there will be a section investigating the different sieges and what made these so successful and also why some were not as successful. Finally I will finish with a conclusion where I will compile the individual factors that made Alexander so good at performing a siege. 
My outcome for this essay is to simply understand what the particular individual factors are that lead Alexander the Great to never losing a siege during his entire campaign. Each siege he undertook had a number of different factors that were different due to Alexanders abilities as a general and his readiness to adapt to different situations. 


