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Criminal law deals with various kinds of offences and the ways of preventing them in Future. Moreover, it also deals with the consequences of crimes that take place within society. In addition to that, criminal law is applied when the police investigate any sort of offence that has been committed by criminals. After the prosecuting authority charges, the criminal one needs to appear in court.  Furthermore, the judge decides the tenure of punishment as per the severity of the crime. In the present study, different types of crime will be discussed. In addition to that, a discussion of crime omission will also be analyzed. The concept of statutory duty will also be explained in the study. The concept of contractual duty and common law will also be thrown to light in the study. Lastly, the advantages and challenges of the general duty of the act will also be highlighted. 
[bookmark: _Toc118148136]Discussion
Criminal law is different from civil law because of the nature of punishment. “The formal threshold at which the criminal law intervenes is when the conduct in question has a sufficiently serious social impact to justify the state, rather than the individual affected, taking on the case of the injured party”. On the contrary, as per the report of The Guardian, it has been noted that people have lost their faith in the police of England and Wales because of the series of scandals taking place in and around the cities. However, the rate of cases reported to the court has been reduced in 2021 as compared to 2015-16.  For instance, previously, in the year 2016-16 16% of the cases were reported to the court. However, now it has been reduced to 6% (theguardian.com, 2022).  Further, from the report presented by The Guardian, it has been pointed out that criminal offences such as rape, kidnapping and murder are also increasing. 
Thus, the efficiency of the police also needs to be increased. The omission of the acts also creates criminal liabilities. Omission defines failure of performing any kind of activity that is done purposely or non-intentionally (gov, 2022). On the other hand, it still gives rise to obligation when the law inflicts a duty to act and the defendant is in violation of that duty. In general law, the omission is considered a failure to act which further attracts different consequences in order to punish the individual who has failed to follow the act. In criminal law, an omission will constitute an actus reus and give rise to liability only when the law imposes a duty to act and the defendant is in breach of that duty. “Failure to Act”, is considered a crime because it causes neglect of duty. In addition to that, a defendant must have committed an "actus reus," or criminal act. Under some circumstances, a defendant can be convicted of committing a crime for failing to act as well. In the UK, criminal liabilities are brought against an individual who fails to act. In English law criminal law at times becomes good with a positive impact (Gov, 2022). However, it has been pointed out that in the UK, criminal liabilities can be imposed on a person who fails to protect the property or a person from whom the individual is responsible. The imposition of criminal liability for failing to act raises concerns about the society which the person deals with.
In a similar case between R v Pittwood [1902] TLR 37 it has been noted that the defendant has been employed by the railway company in order to man the gate at a level crossing. However, the defendant lifted up the gate in order to pass a cart followed by the individual who went to have lunch without putting down the gate (Iccsa.org.uk, 2022). Thus, a train passing by collided with the cart and the driver of the cart was found dead. Here, the gateman has failed to perform his individual duty. Thus, he was found to be responsible for the death of the train driver (e-lawresources.co.uk, 2022). The mentioned case also falls under contractual duty because a contract was made between the gate man and the rail company regarding manning the gate at the railway crossing.
Thus, contractual law rightly states “If a person owes a contractual duty to act, then a failure to meet this contractual duty may result in criminal liability”
In English law, there are some instances where failure to act is considered a “criminal liability” An example of one such an instance is the imposition of criminal liability when a defendant fails to observe the duties assumed or imposed to protect a person or a property (Hussain, 2017). Cases where failure to act is adequate to incur criminal liability as per the English law are, failure to observe assumed responsibility, breach of professional responsibility, creating harm due to negligence, and failure to restrain. A case example can be produced to exhibit how failure to act might lead to the imposition of criminal liability. In the case of R v Miller [1983], the defendant fell asleep on his mattress with a lit cigarette in his hand. The lit cigarette set a small fire in his room/ Despite noticing the fire, the defendant shifted to another room and went to sleep. The court held the act of the defendant as an omission which led to the building catching fire (E-law resources.co.uk, 2022). 
It was concluded that the defendant’s right to autonomy and self-interest were diminished from the very moment he created danger and harm and that it was his legal duty to take action to prevent the fire from spreading. Therefore, it can be said that criminal law functions on a general rule that one must commit criminal activities with good reasons to be held liable. However, there are instances where criminal liability might be imposed after one fails to act in accordance with his duties to protect a person or property. 
An omission is not an act or a real event, rather it is the negation of a specific act. In general, the criminal law of the UK does not incur criminal liability on individuals upon failing to act. However, there are exceptions. The first requirement for an omission to be held as a crime is a failure to observe duties imposed by law. For example, under Section 6 of the “Road Traffic Act 1988”, a person is considered to have committed a criminal offence if he fails to provide a specimen of breath when required (Legislation, 2022). In a similar vein, if the failure to observe professional duties leads to the victimization of one of the parties, criminal liabilities are incurred. For example, in R v Adomako [1995], the defendant was an anesthetist and was operating on a patient to cure a detached retina. The practitioner failed to notice a dislodged oxygen tube which led to the patient’s death. The defendant, here, failed to observe his professional duty, and therefore was subjected to a criminal conviction (E-law resource.co.uk, 2022). 
Other instances where omission leads to a criminal offence are the breach of voluntarily assumed duty, negligence in observing contractual duty, misconduct in public offices, and the failure to rectify the criminal actions. “Fagan v MPC [1969]” is an example of a continuing act where the defendant committed a wrongful act and denied to take actions to rectify the action. In the cited case, the defendant, Fagan, run onto a police officer’s foot with his car and refused to move the car. It can be seen as a failure to act and an extension of the original inappropriate act. Therefore, the failure to rectify the illegal action would give rise to criminal liability. 
In addition, criminal liability is imposed when one creates a danger and fails to address duties (e.g care of children). In some situations, statutory duty to act is used so that details can be provided to parties. For instance, it is the statutory duty to provide details of the insurance if any sort of traffic accident occurs. At the same time, it is the duty to inform DVLA while selling a product. In addition to that, section 110 subsection (6) of the de-regulation act, 2015 deals with statutory duties (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2022). Statutory act explains the responsibilities of the regulators so that an effective relationship can be maintained between them and the stakeholders. In addition to that, section 2 of the act has stated that the concerned act helps in the growth of the business environment. Lastly, this act also helps to regulate the activities of the business (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2022).
In a similar case between The Queen and Yaqoob [2005], it has been mentioned that several individuals were injured along with MR. Scotten was killed because the tyre of two vehicles taken from Falcon Taxis burst and Aqbal lost control while driving (the individual was driving the first car). Hence, the car overturned. However, during the first trial, Aqbal was charged guilty of rash driving. However, after the final trial, the HH judge and the other jury stated that the Appellant will not be able to drive for 4 years and the individual was also imprisoned for four years due to negligence of statutory duties. Lastly, Aqbal was also not allowed to drive for three years and was imprisoned for 21 months (lccsa.org.uk, 2022).
Duty of Act arises in UK law so that individuals do not face any sort of unreasonable loss or harm. On the contrary, if the duty of care is breached by an individual then criminal liabilities are brought against that person (Trotfeasor) in order to compensate the victim. 
[bookmark: _Toc118148137]Conclusion
[bookmark: _8f5njzc5l3vs]Criminal law is a very crucial legislation system in the UK which primarily provides punishment to the criminals who are guilty of any  crime committed. Based on the given study, it is observed that various case studies were highlighted based on criminal activities. Out of which the most interesting cases identified in the given section happens to be Fagan v MPC [1969] which showcased one of the most brutal cases of criminal law activities. The duty of act also arises in the citizens of the UK so that citizens are protected with utmost care. 
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