Court and Sentencing Powers
01. Magistrates: First hearing of any criminal court case. Defendants at this point can give one of three answers to how they plead: 
A) Guilty
B) Not Guilty
C) No Plea
Dependant on the crime committed, the Magistrates or District Judge can take ownership of the case, to be heard within the Magistrates court. These cases are Summary – Magistrate Sentencing Power of 6 months (plus an additional 6 months for two cases heard) or triable either way. There are some cases whereby the Magistrates will automatically refer to the crown court for sentencing:
02. The Crown Court will deal with cases that are triable either way or of such seriousness, that the Magistrate court cannot sentence regardless of the plea of the defendant e.g. Rape; Murder (indictable offences) Multiple offences beyond the sentencing powers of the Magistrates (this can occur even on a guilty plea of the defendant).
03. There is a process in place for appeals, to which some misdemeanour of the court or new evidence must be brought to light to indicate such a process to be instigated. This could lead to an acquittal of the defendant or a re-trial, to which the defendant may be found guilty once again. 
There is a lot of information in relation to the Director of Public Prosecution in relation to the Courts Sentencing Powers and on Charging on https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/prosecution-policy-manual-guidance  https://www.npcc.police.uk/Publication/Charging%20and%20Out%20of%20Court%20Disposals%20A%20National%20Strategy.pdf 
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/the-magistrates-court-sentencing-guidelines/ 
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