"For Completeness".......Just doesn't make sense to even say it.

The trend of combining two words to make a 'clever' new word - such as - infotainment system or showgram. 

Let me Pick your Brain. 

Open door policy

Customer obsessed 

"At the end of the day
 

"Facing Headwinds" 

"Lift" - as in effort. "i.e. This project will require very little lift from your team, as we have the support to help" 

"Quick wins" 

"I don't disagree with you, but I will share this with you"

"From soup to nuts" meaning including everything in sequential order and in detail from beiginninf to end. Apparently people used to eat this…

"Going down a rat hole" I hear this every day in meetings when some one goes off topic and we have to 'circle back' and 'keep on our game'. I…

"think outside the box" Ugh!

Crushing it

"Feel free to speak up."

"Long Pole In The Tent" - the item which is going to take the longest time to complete on a project plan but is absolutely critical to the initi…
If we could "bake in" a way to "boil the ocean," we would have "bells and whistles" to "circle back" to the "rock stars" about. Something like…

"We had a miss-communication". Too often used as an excuse to someone simply doing whatever they want against guidelines or deadlines or…

There is great potential here !

Another funny one is comparing flexible options and comparing it to a pizza. "It is like a pizza". Flexible services are not like pepperoni…

"Vanilla version" and "thinking caps" 😡

Anything that mentions being "intentional". "I want to be I intentional about blank". Oh thanks, as opposed to the apathetic approach you…

TPS report. We don't know, what we don't know. At the end of the day. From a 10,000 foot level. Let's get more granular.

Let's put hands in the middle, and then break it down like a fraction to get our net best thinking

Do you have these yet? Best practice (best way to do whatever) Drill down (investigate more) In the weeds (detailed view of business) 

These are so much fun, I can have a field day with this... "does that make sense?" "since two minds are better than one, let's think out loud, t…

We joke about "reaching out", complete with pantomine.

I can't stand the term 'we need to get bums on seats'! When I worked for Citroen UK in the late '80's the then Sales Director aim was to broaden… 

"Adds value to your business" .... A 100 Million dollar product can add 1 dollar value and its still adding value!!

I am hearing one more and more, e.g. 'and that helps me Segway into the new price list' - a new description word for a bridging comment linking… 

You can't "reach out" unless you are in the Four Tops

'Touch base and diarize'

"Hi Team. The tail doesn't wag the dog, we're in the driving seat here. Let's get our ducks in a row and smash this out the park today. This is …

An old one "lets run it up the flagpole and see who salutes it" goes back to the old DEC days

"what's the special sauce"

The new one I do like and am not sick of yet is, "be a business disrupter." ~ in a positive way - not doing the same things the same way and…

Can't Dance, Too wet to plow! I think this one is better as a come back to a BS business phase demanding an impossible action.

I have come to loathe the word "Resilient!" The government, military, and businesses everywhere all now have resilient people and programs.…

"We need to stay the course" - This is an excuse from leadership for taking no action at all.

Slam Dunk - Not nearly as easy as we try to make it sound. The basket is 10' and most of us lack the vertical needed to accomplish the task.…

One high ranking member of management liked to use the phrase "sweat the assets". He was talking about people. Lovely.

"With that being said" can really be overused.

Previous employer used the phrase "Burn the Ships" to emphasize that the strategy had no option for failure... needless to say.
"Cover off on." Which is it? Are you going to cover something? Are you going to take the cover off something...and then put it back on?

Synergies "When utilising more than one medium; company, process, solution, problem. and integrating them together for a better streamlined… 

"Economies of scale", "Be Proactive", "Leveraging the synergies", "Paradigm shift", I could go on.....

If I hear someone suggesting we "socialize" something that doesn't involve having a beer, one more time....

Bubble it up, Circle back, Known Unknowns, Levelset, 10K foot view, Take that Offline, In the weeds, top down, bottom up, going sideways on…

"Inspect what you Expect". A B.S. cute little way to almost, but not quite, make 2 words be synergistic. lol. Seriously though, this sets me…

"Failure is not an option." Of course it's an option! It depends very highly on the definition of "failure" and the cost of not failing

"We've always done it this way" gets my vote for the most annoying phrase. We are supposed to be an intelligent species yet so often I hear this…

"Align" is one that annoys me. Also, the phrase "Go Live" - it was dead before?

The worst one is used by salespeople and positioned as a benefit...."one throat to choke." That puts a real nice picture in your prospect's

Whenever I hear "Let's not see it as a problem, but think of it as more of an opportunity" I feel like reaching for a gun

A book of BS phrases? Good idea, but let's "unpack" it first and "socialize" it with all the "stakeholders" to see if it gets any traction.

"Best in class" Usually means we have no clue what, exactly, we want to be.
That's engineering 101. No we are solving a problem caused because we didn't see and prevent it in the first place . . . That's engineering…

Here's a few: "Are we aligned on this?" "Does it scale?" "Customer journey" "Sell the sizzle" "Run it up the flagpole" "Organic growth"…

Using the word 'right' as a clarifying word. You know what I'm saying, right?

Here is a motivation statement that you can ponder, annoying or profound? "You have RIGHT NOW, EXACTLY, WHAT YOU WANT in life." The premise… 

"Low hanging fruit"

My favorite is "This gig will be great exposure" which translates to "This gig doesn't pay"

A root and branch approach - how is this any better than saying scrap it and start over? Whose feelings does this spare. Everyone knows what you…

"You don't know what you don't know." You don't say...

"outside of the box"

how many times have we all heard " we will make up the difference in volume !"

Synergy is another one that always bugged me, because of its frequent and incorrect use. I know it means "the whole is greater than the sum of … 

Innovation...You are just asking for blank looks.

Moving forward?!

"It's a win-win situation." Someone should lose in business no?

"Reach out"

It's a TEAM EFFORT. Cant hear that anymore.
Escalate, leverage, delegate, challenge, align, follow up, prioritize, agenda, ground rules, synergy, lessons learned.

"spend" as a noun

"You have to align with XY on this project" - which means "you just need XY permission to run this project"!

"Shoot for the moon, if you miss you'll land among the stars". Ummmm.... No, the nearest star is over a light year away.

I'm late the game here and haven't read through all 1700+ posts, but how about "My plates full", "He/She is hard-wired for that", "At the end… 

All Encompassing ....... meaning to include every possible variable without defining it or without a single mention but expect its inclusion!

Leverage....

Excellent - Would rather not hear "low hanging fruit" ever again .

"We follow an AGILE methodology." No, that just means you don't have a good process in place.

"I need it ASAP" "lift and shift"

"it is what is is." 

'At this moment in time' 'Now' is preferable.

"To be honest" ... So, you otherwise tell lies?!

"Road map" - heard it many times, but never received a compass or a GPS to know how to read it. "Reduce the foot print" - does the speaker want…

There were a few of my 'unfavorites' in that article - 'low hanging fruit','bandwidth' etc. They missed the word 'granular' though. I do loathe

"journey"

"moving forward"

When people use asterisks to spell "bullshit". Either say the word or don't.
in sales "there is no such thing as thing as free lunch" and one always has to be "in the driver's seat", growing business by "going the extra… 

Steve Blakeman Free Lunch - a term used by my manager to diminish a sales person's success - if you needed help to make the sale, it was not…

'circle back around', 'take that offline', and saying 'speak to' when you mean 'speak about' are particular pet hates though in general any…

Penny for your thoughts....Thoughts have to worth be at least a nickel, in Canada anyway, now that we've done away the 1-cent piece.

Feel free to chime in ........ there must be lots of bell ringers out there!

...at the end of the day...

Going forward

Off grid - is a new one I may land up in prison reacting to.....

Proactive - not reactive, Out of pocket, Everything matters, aligned synergies, leverage, granular, right-size, channel optimization... heck.… 

"out of pocket"

Be strategic

On board

"We don't know what we don't know!" That has always been a favorite of mine.

singing from the same hymn sheet

Nature of the beast. I often responded with show me that beast so I may slay it.

"It's like comparing Apples and Carburetors"



Work smarter not harder.

I am always hearing "Make it happen". Sure, just give me some dependable resources!!

"If the soup tastes good, stop adding ingredients"-what does that even mean? I just started to hear "It's a long putt"- supposedly referring… show more

Stretch goal is another one.

Let us 'loop around' and 'deep dive' this. I couldn't say who is responsible for either of these, but the latter really just leaves me slightly

"Need to lead from the front"... (wait, should I be writing these down??)

"Find the cancer (in a team, a project, a system)" and "be laser light focused" are both grating.


Thanks to Stephen Covey, "Sharpen your saw" reverberated throughout meetings with a former executive. And "You need to wash your windshield"… 

"Scrub the list/leads" is another...and I am guilty of using it.

"We are in beta with (insert initiative unrelated to technology)."

As irritating as misused digital terminology can be, medical terminology used in describing workplace scenarios repulse me more. Along the lines… show more

"Let me know if I can help!"

Food metaphors disgust me sometimes: "The rest is just gravy." A sales manager used this phrase and I still feel squeamish whenever I recall how… show more

Reach out to..... 😡

"We need to lengthen our stride". One day I'm going to walk out of a meeting like John Cleese :D
Richard Cook

"Hit the ground running" is another.

Robust, as in "we've developed a more robust plan" or my favorite, "we need a more robust plan." Robust describes coffee, not work. People… show more

Not true. Merriam-Webster defines robust as "capable of performing without failure under a wide range of conditions", among other definitions.… 

Even the NHS meetings suffer from this. I try to use this when constructing emails :-) http://www.atrixnet.com/bs-generator.html

When during a meeting an issue pops up: "how do we go about solving this?" "Let's take it offline and stick to the agenda". Never touched again.

"Behind the eight ball" ... Which, confusingly, you hear with both a positive or negative meaning.

Crossing the T's and dotting the i's?

Great thoughts. Another good resource for this idea is "Why business people speak like idiots" by Fugere, Hardaway and Warshawsky (2005).… 

"Crowdsourcing" - the only thing crowds are good for is hammering nails. That is all.
Key stakeholder - isn't that a fork?

"Aligning IT and Business" Do you need to align marketing or service or manufacturing or finance with Business? Business is all the functions… show more

I'm tracking with you.
- I think this disease affects more than 8 out of 10 boardroom conversations, you should do a follow up book on Job Titles becaus… 

'Deep dive,' and 'drill down.' Few phrases or buzzwords annoy me more than those two.

It is what it is .... under the bus .... 110 % ...... reaching out .... are the most annoying to me.

Here's another one >>> "Irregardless" .... is not a word

"You touch it, you own it." - Then I'm keeping my hands to myself until you touch it first!
...and "disruptive/tion/er". Oh, you mean "better".
. 
Your gettin that one at my next earliest opportunity.

"paradigm shift" and "at the end of the day"

"Path Forward Action Plan"

"Streamline processes" and "reorganizing resources" why don't you just say "fired a bunch of people"

An elevator pitch that includes ProAdvisor

We need to strategise!!!

End of the day

The incessant use of the word "right" right?

How about "verbing" nouns? "we need to solution this." Um you mean "solve?" And "action this", how about "act ON this" or "do"? 

To be honest with you.

Put a pin in it.

Let's get some robust data. Pasta sauce is robust.

Can we clean up this presentation so it is crisp. An apple is crisp. "Juice" it up.

Make it pop. A firecracker pops.

Lipstick on a pig.

As I said before
. LikeLike Caroline Trudeau’s comment

In my honest opinion.

The incessant use of the word "again"

You know what I mean ?

Let me know if you have any questions

Let's ideate. For the magic quadrant. While we iterate.

"Helicopter up" for a "30,000 foot view", get "out of the weeds" (another loathed phrase) to see the bigger picture.

"Work smarter, not harder." mostly used by those not doing the job and having no idea how to actually do it. Phrase not used enough: "Thanks
 
let's socialise that idea!
 
level the playing field

Pivot, can't help to hate that term.

disconnect

Hiccup. 

If anyone says ' low hanging fruit' to me again I will not be held responsible for my response!

'Can't shoot no bear in the cabin.' Voiced by short sighted sales mgrs who think their salesman should do their paperwork on their own family… 

increase the teams "throughput" means we need to get more done but too afraid to say everyone needs to get more done!
 
"going forward". If you mean "in the future" or "from now on" then say so. Unless you have invented a time machine that goes backwards, then… 
"I just called to touch base with you..." How every company is "dynamic". Every new technology is "disruptive".

I wanted to 'reach out to you'. I'll figure that part our when I read your message.

Circle the wagons and if you don't understand me don't misunderstand me...

"Let's take this conversation offline." "You can noodle on it."

Using bandwidth to describe adding to someone's workload. I'm not a computer...

Overuse of the words strategic, cadences, buckets, and hats. How about some word variety - particularly using more accurate words!
 
"actionable insight"... the term has been dumbed down so far that a simple alert or a graph is now considered this. What happened to including
 
It is what it is
 
"It is a steep, no, exponential, learning curve, so let's hit the road running. Now in the spirit of inclusiveness, let's step back and get a … 

we had 'steep learning curve' in our list but we like your acerbic explanation so we will include in the book with a credit for… 

Disruptive is over used now but "low hanging fruit" also makes me think of something other than easy to grab sales and it isn't a pretty visual.
 
Synergy-overused and old

"at the end of the day"
 
That's the "sweet spot"...I cringe every time!

"Piece" as in "the marketing piece" or "the IT piece" or "the weeding piece" as I once heard someone say about weeds coming through in front of
 
"Your thumbs are on the table." Meaning ; your responsible for something. This is driving me crazy, because I've been hearing this for years and… 

"The Soros'es and Buffet's of the world", what have they now been cloned and there is more than one or are there lots of wannabee's who are the
 
The 80/20 rule really annoys me, especially when I am expected to output at 110.

OMG there are so many. "Going Forward", "Take it offline", "Flick me an email" and "touch base and/or reach out". That's my top 4.
 
Using flashy terms in otherwise banal job titles. For example: [Anything] Ninja, Human Capital Rockstar, Debonair Trashcan Assassin, Chief… 

"Dispassionate Portfolio Management"...If we don't have passion about our product portfolio, then how can we manage it much less lead it? 

hit the ground running is one

"Low hanging fruit"..."robust"..."the only person stopping you is yourself" when there is no upper management buy-in

I might not see something here, but I do believe that there is a reason why people tend to stick to some of the phrases. Such as "reach out" is 

"In this economy".


'pop that in your mental microwave and see how it defrosts' - (think about it), actually a quote from 'Drop the Dead Donkey' but I always 
"You can get more bang for your buck." 

I was going to say low hanging fruit but seems it annoys more than just me......I hate the term piggybacking and once had from a new
 
"Think outside the box" So, what is wrong with that? There were a some on this list that appear fine to me, but that one stood out the most.

A few I particularly dislike: "Synergy" in any context. "Create Value" and "Deliver Value" - to me value is a property that is associated with … 

"Moving forward" and "Innovative" seem to be common catch phases however when used by the politicians they are more of an oxymoron.

Even worse than the obnoxious "think outside the box" is trying to say it and getting it wrong: "think out of the box," which mixes up the… show more

Any word that ends in "ization". The securitization of our receivables will provide the monetization we need for capitalization demands!

Let's replace "At the end of the day" with "By the beginning of tomorrow"!

"Touch base!!!!!" What is that?! We'll catch up but you won't be touching anything!

It's just business not personal. Justifying that you were a non contributor from the person sending the message. In an attempt to make it non… 

traction, recalibrate, broad strokes, and "we do all the heavy lifting"- only heard that one once but it won't get out of my head.
 
No dog in that fight

Put that in your think tank

That's not my core competency

I'm catching what you are throwing.

"cultivate" Example 1 - "when working with us at company x we really focus on cultivating a client-led campaign where you reap the benefits fi… 

"insight" I'm sure someone has said this before but couldn't find it in the recent comments - it's totally overused and has no meaning anymore.… show more

"It is what it is" Ugh.

Hmmm. I'm gonna have to chill while I think outside the box about all this.

Transparency

we dont have this on our list... if you can send me a little explanation (in your own words) and tell us why you hate it then we can
 
I would reach out to you Tony but might give it a miss for the time being

Cooking on gas. Broken your cherry. Stakeholders. Thought shower.

"lets have a blue sky meeting" ..what?!!

yes can you add 'disruptive' when the company or product is not?!!

The one that gets me the most is the Mission Statement Remember the mission statement....Ummmm nobody remembers the mission st… 

We are a 'one-stop-shop'
 
"have it mapped out" & "due diligence" LOL

"Sense of Urgency" essentially making everything a #1 priority. Make it worse by making it the "battle cry" but then don't define it. Ask 10… 

These are all very evolved and effective phrases of the modern corporate environment... everyone here is fired 

It's how we roll. It's not personal it's just business.

It's got a lot of moving parts

"Synergy" = Give me free stuff

"We're agile!" No...you're mini waterfall.

to synergize the team!!!!!" The textbook definition calls it: to cooperate with another or others, e… show more

"It's easier to ask forgiveness later than ask permission" so basically you know what you are about to do may be wrong or not agreed with but… 

I hate the phrase "Added Value". Means we are going to give you something you think is free but we are really going to charge you for it… 

At the end of the day...

"Think outside the box" -- when I hear this phrase in 2016 I know that there will be know thinking or acting outside the proverbial box.

"deep dive" words usually uttered by someone far away and divorced from the details implying that you don't have a detailed understanding of… 

"Think more strategically" - It's similar to "Think outside the Box". Rather than use buzz words, why not just say, "how can we do this… 

You have to be "commited" - your contract says you have to do it anyways. Weak motivational expression...

"We're disrupting X." and "We're the Uber for X"

'bottom line' and 'we are just trying to create a level playing field'

"I need to find a body...." I respond that I don't put bodies in chairs. I hire people if you want bodies you have the wrong HR Manager.

"we are different"

it needs to "tell the story"

"Drinking from the firehose"

"At the end of the day". At the end of whose day? And are we supposed to make this happen today? This one is a complete waste of words, a… show more

or even better - eating your own dogfood while putting lipstick on a pig AND drinking from the firehose all at the same time (of course that tim… show more

"First thing...."

Boiling the ocean - way too graphic

"Link and label". "When you think about..." "In full transparency..."

"At the end of the day". No. Just... no. "That being said". More stating the obvious. A new one popped up recently, "We're going to set up the… 

Forklift the concept and also, crystalize the opportunity and bring granularity to it.

"We are not boiling the ocean"

lets marinate on that

I'll reach out to you......

One that I was surprised to hear as a foreigner my first month in US was when a customer asked a colleague of mine in a meeting for a quotation … 

if you're not failing, you're not trying... really now, is all we do failure, shouldn't we have any wins? TLA (used to define three letter acro… 

We were talking about this in the office just yesterday and have resurrected "buzzword" bingo as a bit of light relief. We're so guilty of this… 

Fun or self-aggrandizing executive officer titles. "Fun" titles for legitimate executive officers like Chief Amazement Officer, Chief… 

The "bowling pin" origin is the most popular, but there is another "origin story" for the phrase "ducks in a row" and it applies to leadership,… 

I actually heard some one say "Look under the kimono." Also "Tent pole" product or service. And the over use of "Space"
 
Practise does not make perfect, practising the right way makes perfect

socialise!

"Organic / Organically" -- recently endured a conference call where I lost count of how many times the call leader kept using the word. Am not i… 

I am sure it has been mentioned, but "window of opportunity" makes me grimace. Why not door, at least then you can get to it. Window has… 

Please don't push the envelope out of the box, or even think it, as you are reaching out way beyond 150%. At the end of the day, you will not be… 

[bookmark: _GoBack]"Lets be Candid" is thrown more often to know what the person thinks and act the other way round.
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