Adolf Hitlers address to the Reichstag 30th January 1939

[bookmark: _Hlk190419347]The Reichstag speech was an infamous Speech that was co produced by Joseph Goebbels the Nazi propaganda minister and Adolf Hitler the German dictator.  It remains one of Adolf Hitlers most famous speeches It was presented on the 30th January 1939 in the Kroll Opera House to the Reichstag delegates and it is best known for its accuracy for predicting his future annihilation of the Jewish people  Adolf Hitler was the Nazi German dictator from 1933(Cartwright, no date) and rose to power as a Chancellor in 1932 from the invitation of the German president Paul Von Hinderburg who believed Hitler to be the best candidate to lead a coalition government.  Born on the 20th of April 1889 to an Austrian family in Braunau am inn in Upper Austria was baptized as a Catholic, died as a result of suicide from a gunshot wound to the head on the 30th of April 1945. His political career began in the wake of 1919 and would later be referred to by historian as an outstanding legacy of World War I (World War I and the Rise of Hitler on JSTOR, no date).  After election he quickly established a totalitarian regime and engineered himself as an undisputed dictator having full control of the police and press (Cartwright, no date).  He was considered by those that selected him for office to be controllable and was enabled by those already in power who took advantage of his popularity and his promises to restore Germany’s lost territories, improving employment  and destroying the communist and jews(Cartwright, no date).  His popularity grew exceedingly due to his traditional German beliefs in the greatness of the German nation, strong family values and a belief in a classless society.  Joseph Goebbels was born Oct 29, 1897, and died May 1, 1945, by suicide and that of his six children who he poisoned after Hitler’s funeral, soon after being promoted to Chancellor of the Reich the Gauleiter of Berlin, a master orator and propagandist for the Nazi party progressing to the Reich Minister of Propaganda from 1933 to 1945.  He is accounted for his favourable presentation of the Nazi regime to the German people He was likened to the devil with a cloven hoof due to a clubfoot resulting from contracting polio as a child which led him to be exempt from military service.(Joseph Goebbels | Biography, Propaganda, Images, Death, & Facts | Britannica, 2025a).   In his early years he had no signs of hatred towards the Jews as he had been taught by them in high school, but in November 1926 he was appointed by Adolf Hitler district leader and was in charge of creating and sustaining the Fuhrer image/character defining his role as absolute authority in germay.  He became intrimental in Nazi propaganda and soon became president of the newly formed Chamber of Culture, controlling the press, radio, theatre, films, literature, music and the fine arts(Joseph Goebbels | Biography, Propaganda, Images, Death, & Facts | Britannica, 2025b), also controlling foreign propaganda the press theatre and literature was and was instrumental in the burning of Ungerman books at the Opera House in berlin and would be in control and influence party celebrations and demonstrations in order to convert the masses to Nazism.(Joseph Goebbels | Biography, Propaganda, Images, Death, & Facts | Britannica, 2025a).  
The Speech itself was made on the 30th of January 1939 commemorating the sixth anniversary of Hitlers seizure of power in 1933.  The significance of this speech lies in the escalation of Nazi anti-semitic policies, declaring that if World War 2 began, it would result in the annihilation of the Jewish race in Europe.  The speech served to polarize and rally the German population into fostering Hitlers beliefs that the Jewish people posed a problem, that they were a common enemy and their expulsion from Germany was paramount for Germany’s survival and return to power.  It is seen as a pivotal moment in the Nazi compaign, thus creating a increase in the acceptance of antisemitic policies and actions.
[bookmark: _Hlk190602095]The speech was made in the Kroll Opera House to the Reichstag delegates of Berlin, Germanys ruling government. Originally formed in 1894 after world war I the Reichstag were the representation of the German government  and the populations interested till 1933 it remained a democratic system of the Weimar republic (How This Building Became a Tool Towards the Nazi Party’s Rise to Power, no date), until Hitlers rise to power and self-appointment of a dictatorship with the use of the enabling act of 1933 which allowed Hitler to enact laws without the Reichstags approval.  After which delegates were made of Adolf Hitlers Nazi supporters and regime. The speech was widely broadcasted live throughout Germany by radio so that all Germans were able to listen directly at the time of the event as part of the Nazi propaganda movement.  It later appeared in foreign newspapers first before any visuals were disclosed, these papers were such as the Sydney Morning Herald, the times and the new York times, showcasing the implications of such a speech, providing their readers with foresight in Hitlers prediction of antisemitic polies of the Nazi regime(Sydney Morning Herald, 1939).  German radio was widely used in its disseminated through Nazi controlled media channels and although it was captured on video this was not broadly advocated outside of Germany and the exact date of when videos were shown to the UK are not well documented.  At this point in time Hitler was in preparation for war and began setting the premise for hostilities and blaming the Jews for it, accounting for them being war profiteers(‘03-0208_StudentHandout_HitlerReichstagSpeech.pdf’, no date).
Adolf Hitler pledges a German defence against the Jewish people, claiming they are communist traitors, war profiteers, parasites and manipulators(Adolf Hitler’s Speech to the Reichstag January 30, 1939, no date).  He references biblical text as he calls himself a prophet, and states that the Jews themselves once ridiculed him, that he wishes to destroy the opinion that the Jewish race was only created by got the purpose of being in a certain percentage a parasite living on the body and the productive work of other nations.  He describes that the Jews are a nationwide problem, that let other countries take them in.  He described the jews as enemies of the state, that they were holding Germany back(Cartwright, no date).  He writes in such a way that projects the war will lead to the extermination of the Jews but not that he will precipitating in it.

In his address he uses the ideology of the greater good by presenting symbolism in his banners using direct colours and the use of the Swastika symbol, which has its origins dating back 7000 years and appears in many peaceful and spiritual nations as a symbol of hope and good fortune as it.  The word Swastika comes from the Sanskrit svastika meaning good fortune of wellbeing.  Adolf Hitlers adaption of this symbol was used in the political representation of his party and his campaign was due to his belief that his party was responsible for ending the turmoil and unrest in Germany at the time, this visual aid of symbolism is missing from the transcript however present in the video broadcasting of this event displayed on the walls creating an impactful message that he is acting from a higher perspective and acting from a place of knowledge and sovereignty as though appointed for a greater good, this collaborating his biblical references and those referring to himself as a profit. 
The speech has been documented in several different ways and in different languages, being used worldwide in education to inform individuals on the impact and the rise of the Nazi regime.  It is often referred to as the pre-requisite evidence of Adolfs desires for the future of the Nazi culture and the Jews eradication, but only from a point historically once comparing it to the events that followed, this then could be differed as not being credible as it doesn’t indicate directly his next actions and could have been more influenced by Joseph Goebbels who co-produced it and who was Adolfs Hitlers closest associate who maintained shared racial views.  In a written documented form and without the injection of the German accent which due to its 2 linguistic features such as Auslautverhartung and stimmerloser glottaler plosiv contributes to Harshness of its address(The Harshness of the German Language: Beyond Sound and Stereotype, no date).  Therefore, interpretations of the speech in audio form can relay a more impactful address and a more aggressive nature in comparison to its written form.    
This speech indicates a pre-cursor to how the future of the Jewish people were to be categorised and treated, that the Jewish race were to be blamed for the upcoming war and their own annihilation (Mommsen, 1997).  Providing insight to Hitler’s ideals of exploiting the conditions of the future war to eradicate the Jews and their existence by committing what we now know as genocide although this figure of speech was not present at these times and knowledge of such acts in history were not commonly known or considered.  This evidence as documented and archived cleverly  exploits political issues of that era to direct attention to the practicality of removing the Jews from Germany and hinders any thoughts of violence to the Jews themselves(Mommsen, 1997).   Interpreting and reinforcing historian’s views that Adolf Hitler had intentions to withhold his true intent and the extent to which he would exercise his plans of extinction behind his ability to control and manipulate the population of Germany by promoting the idea of returning Germanies wealth and power at a time when the country was struggling after the wake of World War 1.

In conclusion the Reichstag speech extract of 1939 highlights the rhetoric used to obtain the favour of the German population via the government by appealing to a people’s traditional folk community and  the need for a self-sufficient society which has no class distinctions in an attempt to get the vote of protestants, farmers, worker, the youth, women and middle class(Cartwright, no date).  It expresses the gift of blindsiding the people of Germany and those who could oppose him if his true actions were to be divulged  to agree to his desires.  Even though he had the word and control of the Reichstag, he displays a level of fear and secrecy while martyring himself as being just in his actions.  
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