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Assignment 1

Essay 1 - How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police?
In this essay, I will look at how the code of ethics may contribute to prevent instances of professional misconduct while simultaneously strengthening the public's confidence in the police force. This will be achieved through reviewing the code of ethics and explaining how it can be helpful in routine policing duties. I will also look at how confidence in policing has changed over the years and how the police are hoping to rebuild confidence between itself and the public.
Sir Robert Peel's second premise, that the ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent on public approval of police actions (The Crime Prevention Website, 2023) is as relevant today as it was when it was written. This is a fundamental concept of the British approach to consent-based policing.
Since 2015/2016 public confidence in policing has been decreasing, in 2020, the percentage of respondents who had little or no belief in the police to deal with crime totalled 38%. This number had climbed to 53% by April 2023. (Tudor, 2023). This goes to show that over half of the respondents to this survey that was sent out do not trust the police in dealing with their crime, thus in turn, making the public’s confidence in policing at a disadvantage. However, to understand why the public confidence has decreased in policing we have to look at the reasons why the public are not confident in the police to be able to regain that confidence. One of the main, overarching reasons for the public losing confidence in the police service is due to an ongoing series of prominent incidents involving serious shortcomings, misbehaviour, and criminal conduct by serving police officers. Incidences such as the Sarah Everard Murder, the disappearance of sisters Bibaa Henry and Nicole Smallman, and the arrest of former Met Police Firearms officer and serial rapist David Carrick, and other high-profile cases have invoked concerns about the policing standards and culture in both England and Wales collectively (Tudor, 2023). These incidents which had taken place had rightly brought the trust of the police service into light, as police officers are meant to be there to protect you and help you in your time of need, due to this Priti Patel (Home Secretary) had asked for an urgent review into the vetting and police conduct in all police forces.
The task of examining the abilities of police forces to screen and regulate officers was delegated to His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) in October of 2021. It also involves analysing the ability of the police as well as other law enforcement employees to recognise and react to misogynistic and predatory behaviour within the police service (HMICFRS, 2022). The report had highlighted that there should be approximately 43 recommendations to improve the vetting and ensuring that to misogynistic and predatory behaviour is detected and challenged, it also highlighted 5 areas for improvement (HMICFRS, 2022). If these recommendations are followed, we should start to be able to promote confidence to the public within the police service as the code of ethics will be followed.
A key part of policing is the ethics, that they stand by. The Code of Ethics “sets and defines the exemplary standards of behaviour for everyone who works in policing” (College of Policing, 2014). The majority of police officers within the UK follow these ethics and do show exemplary behaviour, however, there are a minority of officers who unfortunately do not always abide by these rules. One of the most important standards that we follow is ensuring we are being honest and holding our integrity. By upholding this standard, you earn and keep the confidence of the general population as well as that of your colleagues, supervisors, and peers. You will be seen as dependable and a role model (College of Policing, 2014). In general, the standard of upholding ‘Honesty and Integrity’ is all about telling the truth and being honest at all times and remaining impartial at all times throughout your policing career. Another extremely important standard that needs to be upheld to ensure that public confidence is increased is ‘Conduct’, Officers must conduct themselves in a way which sustains the public's trust in the police, whether they are working or off duty (College of Policing, 2014). The final standard that, I feel can help reduce incidences of misconduct and increase public confidence is ‘Challenging Improper Conduct’, officers are expected challenge any behaviour that breaches the expected standard of behaviour that has been set for officers (College of Policing, 2014).
In summary, I believe that if the Code of Ethics is followed by officers, then public confidence can be increased exponentially. Likewise, if the code of ethics is followed then incidences of misconduct can be reduced as they should be following the code of ethics. If the code of ethics is followed, you should not be getting into any incidents or if you do, you will be proved innocent following an investigation. The Code of Ethics are there, and they are set behavioural expectations for officers and other police staff who have warranted powers. When the code of ethics are followed, it ensures that officers and staff are kept to the highest standard of behaviour, if these are not followed then they can be investigated for breaches of ‘professional standards’ and it could result in them being sacked from the force they are working for.
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Essay 2 - How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders?
In this essay, I will look at how a multi – agency approach to managing violent and sexual offenders is effective and I am also going to look at how to multi – agency approach keeps the public safe from harm from these offenders. This will be achieved by researching the multi – agency approach and how the approach is integrated into policing and other public bodies.
The multi – agency approach, otherwise known as MAPPA (Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements) is not a specific body that has funding and its own staff. MAPPA is more of a mechanism that involves multiple public agencies working together to ensure the safety of the public and the supervision of offenders that would fall into their remit (Dumfries and Galloway Public Protection Partnership, 2023)
The arrangements are there to supervise offenders that fall into certain categories. The categories are ranked between 1 and 3. Category 1 offenders are registered sexual offenders. Offenders who are compelled to comply with notification requirements are included in this category (College of Policing, 2017). Category 2 offenders are offenders who have been found guilty of a crime under the Criminal Justice Act 2003, Schedule 15 and includes one of the following: an offender who has been sentenced to 12 months or more in custody, transferred to a hospital under the Mental Health Act 1983 (MHA 1983) s47/s49, or detained in a hospital under MHA 1983 s37 with or without a restriction order under that Act's s41 (College of Policing, 2017). Finally, Category 3 offenders are individuals who has been found guilty or cautioned for a crime that suggests they have the potential to cause significant harm and necessitates multi-agency monitoring is considered an other dangerous offender. This may not be for an offence under Schedule 15 of the CJA 2003 (College of Policing, 2017).
The way that the public are kept safe from these offenders are also categorised as well. These offenders are managed by a specific ‘Lead Agency’ the lead agency can either be the police or the prison service (College of Policing, 2017). The lead agency is responsible for the management of these offenders. The offenders are managed on different levels. Level 1 management is lead agency management; the lead agency is able to handle the threats that the offender poses. This just indicates that level 2 or level 3 referrals are not required, which does not imply that additional agencies will not be engaged. It is imperative that agencies exchange information, take transparency into account, and hold talks when needed (College of Policing, 2017). Level 2 management; Active multiagency management, or level 2, is primarily used for instances that are lowered from level 3 and determined to be ones where multi-agency management benefits the lead agency's management of the risk of serious harm posed. These cases are described as being at a lower risk but requiring active involvement, interventions, and coordination from other agencies to manage the risks of serious harm (College of Policing, 2017). Level 3 management satisfy level 2 requirements; nonetheless, senior agency involvement from the concerned agencies is necessary for risk management, as is the obligation of cooperating agencies. These cases probably involve the deployment of substantial resources, media attention, or public interest considerations (College of Policing, 2017).
Those offenders who are managed under MAPPA are also placed onto a government governed computer system called ViSOR (Violent and Sexual Offenders Register), with the use of this programme, the police and probation service will be able to register, evaluate risk, and monitor violent and dangerous criminals as well as sex offenders nationwide (Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, N.D). Having this register available to all forces across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland can be beneficial when ViSOR subjects are moving around the UK but not all forces have access to the same local crime management systems. Having this central system in place can ensure that the subject is being managed more effectively and the risks can be taken into consideration when they are being dealt with.
Owing to the implementation of these procedures and the proper use of MAPPA, the mechanism's overall efficiency in lowering the reoffending rates of MAPPA nominals is really rather high. Serious reoffending rates have significantly decreased since multi-agency public protection systems were implemented in the early 2000s. Reductions in eligible service users' recidivism have been observed since the start of the MAPPA programme, according to an evaluation. Before MAPPA, in 2000, the one-year documented reoffending number for violent and unregistered sexual offenders was 26%; however, by 2004, that rate had dropped to 23%. Between 2000 and 2010, the percentage of service users who reoffended decreased from 29% to 16% for those who presented the highest threat of severe harm (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). The main critical success factors of the MAPPA mechanism to reducing reoffending is efficient communication between the police, probation, and prisons, as well as after-release support for cases with considerable publicity and clients who pose a significant danger of injury. A structured information sharing process helps the lead agency oversee the service user with optimal intelligence; higher risk cases necessitate expanded service access. In difficult situations, housing access is extremely crucial, and strong relationships with social service agencies are essential for child safety, particularly when it comes to detecting "at risk" youngsters and possible victims (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021).
Overall, from conducting research into this topic, I feel that the MAPPA mechanism is an effective way of managing violent and sexual offenders, this is due to the involvement of various agencies that work to ensure the safety of members of the public. Since the introduction of the MAPPA mechanism, it is clear to see that there has been a reduced re – offending rate amongst MAPPA nominals, in turn ensuring the continued safety of members of the public and vulnerable people in our communities. Additionally, MAPPA assists the nominals in returning to a "normal" life by providing housing assistance, support services, and other things.
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Essay 3 - To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime?

[bookmark: _Hlk149995133]In order to determine whether the "lifestyle" theory accurately describes what predisposes some individuals to become victims of serious and organised crime, I shall examine this question in this essay. In order to accomplish this, I shall define the lifestyle theory and discuss its relationship to vulnerable individuals. In addition, I'll be examining data regarding the likelihood of crime victims being disadvantaged individuals.
According to this hypothesis, people are singled out for interest because of their ways of life, which put them at danger of encountering criminals and potentially dangerous situations. Among the lifestyle choices suggested by this idea are living in "bad" neighbourhoods, walking on your own at night, socialising out with known offenders, being sexually active and offering sexual services, drinking too much alcoholic beverages and using illicit substances (Harper, 2022). The theory is suggesting that people are targeted for their lifestyle choices.
Criminal behaviour that is arranged, organised, and carried out by individuals acting alone, in groups, or as a component of international networks is referred to as serious and organised crime (SOC). Typically, the main goals are to gain wealth, power, authority, and income (Winchester, 2020). Serious and organised crime include different crimes, but the end result is always the same: money is gained. Crimes including child sexual exploitation, vehicle theft, county lines, and modern-day slavery are all included in the category of serious and organised crime (Crimestoppers, N.D).
Over 350,000 individuals are thought to be linked to serious and organised crime in the UK, and 4,772 OCGs (organised Crime Groups) have been identified and mapped out to date. The complexity of the threat posed by SOC is also increasing as criminals use technology to share information, engage in, and conceal their crimes (NCA, 2020).
Regardless of our level of wealth or financial hardship, the way that individuals live can leave us exposed. For instance, when it comes to burglaries, residents of less affluent and cohesive neighbourhoods are more likely to be targeted because they are also not as likely to have sufficient rudimentary security and household property insurance, furthermore, neighbours may be less startled by visitors and hence refrain from intervening (College of Policing, 2021). However, car crime, which is on the rise, with 468,315 offences reported in the year to March 2019 - a 2% increase over the same period last year, has more wealthy victims associated with it. For example, when high-value vehicles are stolen to order, affluent areas are often targeted. When offenders examine the valuables in the vehicles, they also target affluent communities (College of Policing, 2021).
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), also referred to as "broken homes," are another vulnerability that can leave people vulnerable, especially children under the age of 18. Young people who suffer traumatic events before the age of eighteen are said to have experienced adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), which can have a long-lasting effect on their overall well-being, their physical wellness and psychological well-being. These events may enhance their odds of becoming involved in violence and violent crime, as well as increasing the likelihood of them being imprisoned (Wisner, 2022).
The main crime that vulnerable children and adults fall into is county lines. "County lines" drug distribution is a violent and exploitative practise. The exploitative treatment of adolescents, kids, and adults with vulnerabilities who are directed to supply and/or keep narcotics, as well as related money or firearms, to traffickers or drug addicts, locally or in other counties, is a prevalent characteristic of county boundaries (UK Government, N.D). In the first three quarters of 2019, 7,273 individuals had been referred into the National Referral Mechanism (NRM), indicating that those who are the subjects of "county lines" are also victims of modern-day slavery. Of the 7,273 victims, 42% were children under the age of 18 (NCA, 2020).
To recap, I believe there is a definite connection between people's lifestyles and vulnerabilities and how they get targeted by criminals and become the victims of criminality. As this essay has already indicated, most victims of crime are unintentionally singled out because of their lifestyle. For example, those who live in wealthy regions are more likely to be targeted for the car crimes and burglaries since the financial rewards for such crimes are higher. However, criminals also enjoy taking advantage of the lifestyles of others in order to deceive them into believing they have "a better future." As I've previously indicated, examples of this kind of victimisation consist of sexual exploitation and county lines. In terms of the “lifestyle” theory itself, I do believe it is an honest and accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable as the evidence is there to suggest that people are vulnerable to becoming victims of crime due to the lifestyle they live. However, I believe that being the victim of serious and organised crime can be attributed to other circumstances, as these kinds of offences are targeted incidents, whereas the majority of other crimes are unplanned and opportunistic due to the victim's vulnerabilities. Because there are more variables to consider and a higher "risk and reward," a burglary in an affluent area, for instance, will need to be more planned and targeted. In contrast, a burglary in a socially deprived area will likely be more of a spontaneous event where the reward may be minimal, but the risk will not be present due to a variety of factors affecting that particular area, Serious and Organised Crime is all about financial gain and power.
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Essay 4 - Why is a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending?
I'll be discussing why a partnership approach is the best means of preventing reoffending in this piece of writing. In order to do this, I will examine how agencies collaborate to provide support to individuals in need and the likelihood that individuals will cease committing crimes again as a result of their interactions with other organisations. I will also look at how other mechanisms can help reduce re – offending amongst certain offenders such as Youth Offenders
Working in collaboration to avoid re-offending is crucial because it can lead to enhanced risk control and minimised re-offending through exchanging knowledge and assets and providing more comprehensive management of cases (HMIP, 2021). In addition to providing more assistance to offenders, third sector entities like charities and volunteer groups can be crucial in fostering and expanding the connections between statutory and third sector services (Evaluation Support Scotland, N.D).
Throughout the last quarter of 2021, the confirmed reoffending percentage was 25.4% altogether. Out of this percentage adult offenders had a confirmed re – offending rate of 25.1% whilst most concerningly juvenile offenders had a confirmed re – offending rate of 32.5% (UK Government, 2023). As a result, it is apparent that youth offending, and re-offending is a current concern that must be addressed. Reoffending among young people has reduced by 3.6 percentage points in the last year and by 4.1 percentage points since the fiscal year ended March 31, 2010. This was the sixth consecutive year-over-year decline (GOV.UK, 2022). However, re – offending rates by young people were still relatively compared to adult re – offending rates.
To try and prevent youth re – offending and offending the government created a framework called the ‘CAPRICORN’ framework. This framework lays out an approach to assist local authorities in preventing juvenile offences and recidivism by examining both main and secondary causes of offences. The primary goal of CAPRICORN is to outline certain steps that local collaborations can take to stop youngsters from committing crimes and from doing so again (UK Government, 2019). Having this approach to helping young people to stop re – offending and entering the criminal justice system is a beneficial and needed approach. An approach like this can stop offending in its tracks and stop youth offenders from offending into their early adulthood. It is important to emphasise that for this framework to be effective, the children must wish to stop their offences and are not forced into receiving this assistance.
The probation service is responsible for keeping an eye on and providing support to the person in issue when it comes to adult reoffending. In this sense, the probation service would serve as the "lead agency". The multi-agency strategy, sometimes referred to as MAPPA (Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements) is the main way in which a partnership approach is best delivered to reduce re – offending rates. The mechanism's overall effectiveness in reducing the reoffending rates of nominals is really very high because of the implementation of these processes and the appropriate usage of MAPPA (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021).
To prevent re – offending amongst adults and youths alike, there needs to be a support network in place for a successful chance of rehabilitation. Many re-offending’s take place in order to pay for the habits and wants of that particular person, which might have been easily met by other organisations. The government unveiled a "White Paper Strategy" to reduce crime and rehabilitate convicts. Today's release of the Prisons White Paper Strategy lays out a new blueprint for implementing the largest prison construction programme in over a century, providing the ideal environment for offenders to change and get better, eventually reducing crime (MoJ, 2021). We should observe a decrease in recidivism among prisoners as more prisons are constructed with rehabilitation as a primary objective. After all, they ought to be released from jail with a clear conscience and a "fresh start.". However, the convicts who has just been released will still require some ongoing support from other agencies to ensure that they remain on the path of rehabilitation.
To summarise, a partnership approach to prevent re – offending is almost definitely an effect way to do so. When we look at the reasons why people re-offend it is often to do with the lack of commodities that they have, such as food, housing, support, etc. If we implement the support via different agencies, then we can look to start to see a reduction in reoffending. Reducing re – offending rates cannot be done by just one agency, and it needs the involved of multiple agencies for the best chance of success. Involvement from housing services, the DWP (Department for Work and Pensions), health services, etc. They all play a vital role in ensuring that offending and re offending is reduced. So, to answer the question, a partnership approach is absolutely the most effective way of reducing re offending because there is a very high chance of successful rehabilitation if multiple agencies/partners work together to support the persons of interest. MAPPA is a perfect example of how a multi-agency approach to dealing with these types of people can help reduce re - offending and keep them supported throughout their release from prisons. I do also feel that that having purpose-built prisons for rehabilitation will be an enormous help as the rehabilitation can start from within the prison service with an aim of upon release of that specific prisoner, they will be well on their way to being rehabilitated and require a less amount of resources to assist with their rehabilitation.
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