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Module aims

‘Medieval Europe’ is designed to cover broad periods of history, and to demonstrate change across time in the various geographical areas which made up medieval Europe. 
It aims:

· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of medieval European history between 1000 and 1500;
· To enable students to evaluate and compare various developments in medieval Europe over a broad chronological period;
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of medieval European History between 1000 and 1500. 
Module objectives
The module examines the political, social and military history of Western Europe from the end of the first millennium to the beginning of the so-called ‘early modern’ age, when the Tudors sat on the English throne, the Burgundian courts glittered and German technological excellent brought us the new-and-improved mechanical printing press. This was a period of immense change, as empires, conquest, population growth, religious change and new learning, famine, plague, warfare and concepts of ‘nationhood’ defined Western Europe. It was a time when new social bonds were forged, when monarchs established new ways of governing, when the hierarchy of the Church was transformed by the emergence of a papal monarchy. It was also an era of energetic building – of castles, cathedrals and monasteries – and of bloody conflict between major military powers. The emphasis on this module is on comparing the political, social and military development of European powers, by analysing the forces which influenced and transformed it into something more like the Western Europe we would recognise today.
Learning outcomes
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of European History from the 1000 to 1500
· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of political and economic change and continuity in Europe between 1000 and 1500
· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the extensive social and cultural changes and developments that occurred in Europe at this time;  

· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of this period in European history. 

Help and advice

The module tutor for ‘Medieval Europe’ is Dr Harriett Webster. My office is A119, and you are welcome to drop in and see me with any questions or issues about the unit, or email me (h.webster@uwtsd.ac.uk). Alternatively, if you would like to arrange a meeting please email me and we will find a suitable time.
Assessment

Course work
(50%)

One essay of 2500 words 

Examination
(50%)

One two-hour exam paper

Level Five marking criteria
The following information is drawn from the department’s Level Five Handbook, and is included here as a reminder of the criteria we use for marking different types of assignment.

Level 5 essay 

· Display a broad knowledge of the subject: 20%

· Engage critically with the question, avoiding description: 40%

· Show clear familiarity with the historiography and source materials where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography: 10%

Level 5 examination question

· Display a broad knowledge of the subject: 20%

· Engage critically with the question, avoiding description: 50%

· Show clear familiarity with the historiography and/or source materials where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

Level 5 commentary (on a document, picture, source of some sort)

· Consider and understand the basic provenance of the source/ document: 10%

· Show familiarity with wider conceptual questions regarding source material and survival: 10%

· Clearly position the source/document within a wider historical context: 25%

· Critically evaluate the meaning and significance of source/ document: 25%

· Make effective use of the relevant historiography, where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

ESSAY QUESTIONS
Essays are due on 17 November at 3pm
Please answer one of the following questions:

1. Can we attribute the birth of medieval Europe to Charlemagne? 

2. Was Frederick II a visionary, or simply self-serving? 

3. To what extent did Germany develop its own political and ruling structures in the Middle Ages? 

4. How effective was the figure of Suger in transforming the Capetian dynasty?
SESSIONS

There will be one three-hour session a week, comprising of a workshop and lecture. Please do try to keep up-to-date with preparing for classes, as it will help with your revision over the Christmas period. 
Week 1

Introduction: what was Medieval Europe?
   


Week 2
Medieval France (i)






Week 3

Medieval France (ii)






Week 4

The Holy Roman Empire (i)

Week 5
Reading Week – please read and work on your essays!


Week 6

The Holy Roman Empire (ii)

Week 7

Medieval Italy (i)



Week 8
Medieval Italy (ii)
Week 9
The Iberian Peninsula
Week 10

Borderlands: Outside Medieval Europe     
Week 11
The birth of ‘Early Modern’ Europe (and Christmas Quiz)
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