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[bookmark: _Toc237697073]Chapter 1: Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc237697074]1.1. Introduction to the topic
Sustainable entrepreneurship combines entrepreneurial opportunity creation with economic, environmental and social objectives. It is particularly relevant to green start-ups, whose products, services or business models address environmental challenges such as renewable energy, clean technology, circular economy and resource efficiency. The UK is an important context because its net-zero policy creates opportunities for green innovation and investment. The Green Finance Strategy highlights private investment and commercialisation as important for scaling green technologies (HM Government, 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc237697075]1.2. Research Problem
Green start-ups must balance environmental objectives with commercial survival and growth. They may have innovative solutions but face limited finance, uncertain demand, skills shortages, competition and difficulties reaching commercial scale. Although research recognises sustainable entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial ecosystems, the relationship between sustainable practices and growth in UK green start-ups requires further investigation. This study will consider growth through revenue, customers, employment, investment, market expansion and scaling capability.

[bookmark: _Toc237697076]1.3. Purpose of the research
The purpose is to critically investigate how sustainable entrepreneurship contributes to UK green start-up growth. The research will examine sustainable practices, innovation, sustainable business models, finance and ecosystem support, while exploring founders’ or managers’ experiences of opportunities and barriers.






[bookmark: _Toc237697077]1.4. Proposed aim, objectives and research questions
Aim – to critically investigate the role of sustainable entrepreneurship in the growth of green start-ups in the UK.
Research objectives
1. To examine sustainable entrepreneurship and its relevance to UK green start-ups.
2. To investigate the relationship between sustainable entrepreneurial practices and green start-up growth.
3. To identify the main barriers and enabling factors affecting green start-up growth in the UK.
Research Questions
1. How does sustainable entrepreneurship contribute to the growth of green start-ups in the UK?
2. Which sustainable entrepreneurial practices are associated with green start-up growth and scaling?
3. What are the main barriers and enabling factors affecting the growth of green start-ups in the UK?

[bookmark: _Toc237697078]1.5. Significance of the topic
The study links sustainable entrepreneurship with UK green start-up growth. It may help entrepreneurs, investors and support organisations understand practices, finance, skills and networks that support growth. It is also policy relevant because green start-ups can support innovation during the UK's net-zero transition.










[bookmark: _Toc237697079]Chapter 2: Literature Review
The literature review will examine definitions, characteristics, importance, models and theories, advantages, disadvantages and challenges of sustainable entrepreneurship and green start-ups. Sustainable entrepreneurship seeks economic value while addressing environmental and social needs. Green start-ups apply this through products, services or business models that reduce environmental harm. Sustainable entrepreneurship can contribute to sustainability transitions through new products, services and business models (Dijkstra and Planko, 2023).
The review will consider the Triple Bottom Line, sustainable business models and entrepreneurial ecosystems. Ecosystems matter because sustainable ventures depend on finance, networks, knowledge and market conditions (Huang et al., 2023). Circular-economy research identifies barriers and enablers affecting start-up scaling (Van Opstal and Borms, 2023). Digital technologies can also support sustainable business models and innovation (Holzmann and Gregori, 2023).
Advantages may include innovation, differentiation, new markets and environmental value. Challenges include investment requirements, uncertain demand, skills shortages, regulation, supply-chain constraints and scaling. Green entrepreneurship can generate economic and sustainability benefits, but outcomes depend on resources and context (Neumann, 2022). The review will identify the gap concerning sustainable practices, finance, innovation and commercialisation in UK green start-up growth.












[bookmark: _Toc237697080]Chapter 3: Research Methods and Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc237697081]MIXED Methods

[bookmark: _Toc237697082]1.1. Research Philosophy
A pragmatist philosophy will be adopted. The template identifies pragmatism as suitable when mixed methods are applied. It fits this study because the research requires measurable evidence about growth as well as understanding founders’ experiences. The approach therefore supports practical recommendations based on different forms of evidence.

[bookmark: _Toc237697083]1.2. Approach to Theory Development
An abductive approach will be used. Existing literature will inform the research instruments and initial expectations, while findings may identify unexpected patterns or themes that refine interpretation. This allows existing theory and empirical evidence to inform each other.

[bookmark: _Toc237697084]1.3. Methodological Choice
A mixed-method approach will combine an online questionnaire and semi-structured interviews. The survey will identify patterns in sustainability practices, innovation, finance, ecosystem support and growth, while interviews will explain opportunities and barriers. Approximately 60–100 survey responses and 6–10 interviews will be targeted, subject to recruitment and ethical approval.

[bookmark: _Toc237697085]1.4. Research Strategies
The strategies will be a survey and semi-structured interviews. The population will be adult founders, owners or senior managers of UK green start-ups. Purposive sampling will be used for interviews, with recruitment through entrepreneurship networks, incubators, accelerators and professional platforms. Participants must have direct business experience in a green start-up; people without relevant experience will be excluded.
[bookmark: _Toc237697086]1.5. Time Horizon
A cross-sectional time horizon will be used because data will be collected during the dissertation period rather than following businesses over several years. This is suitable for a one-time assessment of current or recent relationships between sustainable entrepreneurship and growth.

[bookmark: _Toc237697087]1.6. Data Collection and Data Analysis
The questionnaire will use structured and Likert-scale questions. Quantitative data will be analysed using frequencies, percentages, means and, where appropriate, correlation analysis. Interviews will be conducted with consent and analysed thematically. Academic sources and official UK reports will support the literature and context. The survey identifies patterns, while interviews explain experiences and barriers.

[bookmark: _Toc237697088]1.7. Time prospects of the research
The research will progress through literature review, proposal refinement, ethics approval, instrument preparation, recruitment, data collection, analysis, writing and revision. The Gantt chart provides the proposed schedule.
	Research activity
	Weeks 1–2
	Weeks 3–4
	Weeks 5–7
	Weeks 8–10

	Literature review and proposal refinement
	✓
	✓
	
	

	Ethics approval and instruments
	
	✓
	✓
	

	Participant recruitment and data collection
	
	
	✓
	

	Data analysis and writing
	
	
	
	✓




[bookmark: _Toc237697089]1.8. Ethical consideration of the research
Ethical approval will be obtained before primary data collection. Participation will be voluntary and based on informed consent. Participants will receive information about the study, how data will be used and their right to withdraw. Confidentiality and anonymity will be protected, and unnecessary commercially sensitive information will not be requested. Data will be stored securely according to university requirements and applicable data-protection principles. Risks are expected to be low; participants may decline questions or withdraw if uncomfortable. The required ethics application will be submitted before recruitment.

[bookmark: _Toc237697090]Chapter 4: Conclusion
This proposal investigates how sustainable entrepreneurship influences UK green start-up growth through sustainable practices, innovation, finance and ecosystems. The pragmatist, abductive and mixed-method design aligns with the research questions. The study aims to identify barriers and enablers and provide practical recommendations.
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