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Critically discuss how learners with EAL can experiences barriers to literacy and evaluate strategies to support literacy achievement for these learners. Refer to relevant theories and polices throughout.

Claire Couch   1708237 

In this assignment I am going to be exploring and critically discussing how learners of English as an additional language (EAL) could experiences barriers to literacy and evaluate strategies and aids we could use to support these learners developing their literacy skills. 
According to “A Curriculum for Excellence” literacy is “the set of skills which allows an individual to engage fully in society and in learning through the different forms of language, and the range of texts, which society values and finds useful.  Competence and confidence in literacy, including competence in grammar, spelling and the spoken word are essential for progress in all areas of the curriculum”. 
“It is important to remember that the process of learning an additional language can take several years and is different for each bilingual child.  For the children entering a setting where a different language is spoken, it can take three months for them to begin to understand.  It may take two years before they can hold a conversation and up to seven years to have a full cognitive understanding of the new language” (Brighton-hov.gov.uk 2020)
There are many benefits and advantages for a child/young person to be bilingual.  Bilingual children outperform monolingual children on tasks that require inhibiting interfering task-incongruent information (Barac and Bialystok, 2011)   It is a great way to keep your brain healthy, activate and challenged.  It can also improve multi-tasking skills, problem solving and attention span.  It will broaden your views and attitudes towards different cultures.  If you can speak a second language it could improve greatly on your work and social life, therefore the more languages you are able to speak and understand, the more people you will be able to converse with.  
There are five key stages in learning a new language, with these in place it should help the EAL child to gain basic language development skills. 
· Stage 1: Pre-Production
In this first and crucial stage, the learner will be normally quiet while listening to the new words and gaining an understanding of the new language. 
· Stage 2: Early Production
The learner will now progress onto pronouncing the new words he/she is discovering.  This will then develop into putting the words and phrases into small sentences. 
· Stage 3: Speech Emerges 
The learner’s language and vocabulary will start to expend, it is believed at the end of this stages the learner will know a minimum of 3000 words (computer systems institute 2016) The learner will start to elaborate and speak in longer sentences and phrases and will go onto ask and answer questions.  Also, at this stage the learner will hopefully have the capability to start reading and writing sentences. 
· Stage 4: Intermediate fluency 
The learner will now begin to think and form a response in the new language they have learnt, this will allow the learner to speak more fluently and further develop and improve their writing and reading ability. 
· Stage 5: Advanced Fluency 
If the learner reaches this stage, they have mastered the 4 other stages and are well on the way to learning, developing, and expanding their vocabulary and skills in their second language. 
EAL learners face a triple challenge in their learning.  They must acquire both colloquial and academic English; they must develop the knowledge, skills and understanding of that curriculum; they must also overcome the culturally bound aspects of schooling. EAL leaners, particularly new arrivals may struggle in these three areas for a while as while as they learn to catch up with theirs peers (NALDIC 2009) 
Learning a new language can be daunting and very challenging.  As well as the obvious challenges there may be other contributing barriers and factors that the EAL child may encounter. 

· School/education environment 
If the child has come from another country their educational setting may be completely different to their new setting.  From class sizes to mixed gender classes, all of these will be new experiences for the EAL child to deal with, which could lead to anxiety and the feeling of being isolated.  If the EAL child has come from a poverty-stricken country they might not have had the basic school equipment, let alone modern technology such as computers and tablets, another barrier for the EAL child to overcome.  With all these changes and new experiences, it is easy to see how a EAL child would find attending a new school daunting. 
· Community 
  Being part of a community and having a safe, happy environment plays a key role in supporting and extending a child’s/young person development.  “A rich and varied environment supports children’s learning and development.  It gives them confidence to explore and learn in secure and safe, yet challenging, indoor and outdoor spaces”( Primary National Strategy 2020) The NSPPC says “Families living in areas where their language is not Widley spoken can feel isolated from the local community.  Both parents and children lack social support networks.  This can lead to problems with depression and a belief that there is no one able to help them “ 

· Family 
If the family speak very little English at home, the child’s literacy skills will not be developed.  Most of the time at no fault of the parent/guardian.  If their English is not at an adequate level this will impact greatly on the child’s literacy.  Even communicating with teachers regarding their child’s progress at school will be a challenge.  Children learn so much for their parents, and if English is not the first spoken language at home, they will be missing a chance to develop their literacy skills. 
· Wider World 
If a child has experienced and witnessed conflict in war, poverty, or a natural disaster the trauma of these events will impact the child emotional status greatly, which could lead to them having difficulty in school, not only with literacy but socially, emotional, and academically.  They might have experienced death, being forced to feal their home, separated from loves one, illness and war.  This could make the child feel frightened, scared, withdrawn, and isolated.
· Additional Learning Need 
As well as being a child of EAL, the child may also have an Additional Learning Need (ALN) this could only add to the challenge and barriers a EAL child might face, and may cause barriers to be reading, writing, their understanding level, visual and speech difficulties.  This list of ALN could range from, physical needs autism spectrum disorder  (ASD) and Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Speech and language, Global Development Delay, and emotional and behaviour difficulties. 
· Poverty 
“The Welsh Wellbeing Monitor” reports that children and young people growing up in poverty are vulnerable in several ways.  They are more at risk of poor educational attainment, are more likely to have poorer health outcomes, and have lower skills and aspirations.  We also know that learners from disadvantages backgrounds:
· Are more likely to have poor attendance record.
· Often perceive the curriculum as irrelevant
· Are less likely to accept the school culture. 
· Are more likely to have ALN.
· Have parents who are less likely to be involved in their child’s education” Estyn 2012.



· Culture Practices
Cultural practices continue to force girls out of school, (Relebohilie Molestane 2017)  There are many contributing factors to support this, in some religion girls are married off at a very young age and so will start a family of their own, so there is no need for an education because it is very unlikely that they will ever gain employment.  Many families will be using the girls as childcare for their sibling in the family for the adults to go out to work.  
As you can see there are many barriers and challenges facing EAL children, we as teaching staff need to put in place the correct tools, resources, and strategies to help and support our EAL children, with the outcome of them developing the much-needed literacy skills that they need to learn, develop, and implement in their daily life.  
It is crucial that we learn some vital background information about the EAL child, this will give us an insight about the child and their history.  Some basic but crucial information we would need to know would be. 
· Age, family background of child
· Medical history
· Social services involvement. 
· What is their first language? 
· Do they have any understanding of the English language? 
· How long they have been in the UK for
· Their educational back round 
· Religion
 This information will help and guide teaching staff on how best is to support the EAL child    and their family, and if they need any other help support.  Other approaches and aids which could be used are as follows. 
· Meeting the family
It is crucial to build a solid, trusting, non-judgemental relationship with the EAL child’s parents/carers, if possible, this could be carried out at the family home, so the family feels relaxed and comfortable.  It is important to carry out some research before the visits takes place, find out what level of English the parents/carers have, is an interpreter needed? Are social services involved? If so, it would be beneficial to have them present at the meeting.  It is important for the parents/carers to know that teaching staff are there not to judge but to help and support.  We want to make it a smooth and easy journey for them, and we can implement strategies to make it so.  We can send home all school information in their native language and English; this is making sure that the parents/careers are receiving the correct information regarding the child’s education and not making them feel isolated.   Invite them to the school for a visit before and after school hours, this will give them a chance to see the school at the busiest and quietest times, giving them plenty of time to explore, meet the staff and children and have any questions, reservations they may have answered.  Also, we could recommend useful  literacy websites and apps for them to use at their own time. 
· Classroom Organisation 
Place the EAL child at the front of the class, preferably  in pairs or groups with supportive, friendly pupils who will be positive language role models, this will not only improve their language and literacy skills but will be a perfect opportunity to build friendships.  A one-to-one teaching assistant would also be of great benefit to the EAL child, having that extra support throughout the day would be an enormous advantage.  There are a range of language apps which are available on tablet or a smart phone, the biggest benefit of this is that it is available 24/7,  it is portable and can be used in the home setting by the whole family.  Where possible have pictures above signs, e.g., door, toilet, coat peg, pencil draw, you could even ask the EAL child to draw the pictures themselves.  Make sure the EAL child has an age-appropriate dictionary and thesaurus for them to always keep with them, it would be more helpful if they had pictures in so the EAL child could associate the words with pictures.  
· How staff can support the EAL child
Always speak slowly and clearly, whilst keeping eye contact with the EAL child so he/she can see your face, also using hand gestures and pointing at the words you say e.g., Put your coat on, Wash your hands.  Give the EAL child time to think and ask and answer questions, never rush them, or put them on the spot, this will only make them nervous and can cause great embarrassment and anxiety.  When the EAL child has gained some confidence and developed some literacy skills ask them daily questions in class, what day is it? What is the weather like? This will not only  build their language and vocabulary, but also their confidence.  Recognize and prise every achievement, not matter how little it may be, this will give the EAL child a great sense of achievement, pride, and self-worth. 
A keyway of help and supporting our EAL children would be to implement the Scaffolding method.  This technique was created by Lev Vygotsky.  Lev Vygotsky was a Russian Psychologist.  According to Lev Vygotsky “The distance between the actual development level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as determined through adult guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers” (Lev Vygotsky, Mind in Society, 1978).   This links in perfectly with pairing EAL children with responsible peers in the classroom from them to learn from, Vygotsky believed that children could learn a great deal from their interactions from their peers, as they are more likely to pay attention to what their class peers and friends are doing in life rather than adults (very well mind 2020)  Another area of Scaffolding is “Providing temporary support for an inexperienced learner in order to help them complete a task or acquire skill, and then gradually withdrawing that support.  This idea is integral to the learning of a language” (The Bell Foundation 2020)  Again this will link in with by means of visual aids in the classroom, dictionary, thesaurus and the use of Apps to help and support the EAL child.
“Scaffolding is important for EAL children as it enables them to move from dependent to independent learning, as emphasised by NALDIC (1999)  They gradually take over more task until they can do it with out the experts support.  They can then move onto more challenging learning which continues to be scaffolding by the expert” The Bell Foundation 2020
Another theorist that can be linked in with teaching and supporting EAL children would be Albert Bandura.  Albert Bandura was a Canadian American Psychologist, “Modelling” theory.  “In the context of language, the term “Modelling” refers to the teacher or instructor demonstrating the pronunciation of a word so that the learner can hear how it is supposed to sound and then mimic and practice the pronunciation.  A key to successful modelling is the frequency of exposure to the new material” (Best of Bilash 2020)   children are more ,likely to remember and learn new words if they are use frequently.  This links in with the teacher/teaching assistant maintaining eye contact with the EAL child, speaking slowly, clearly, and over pronouncing words which he/she will use daily, also when repeatedly asking the EAL child the same daily questions in class, what day is it? What is the weather like today? 
Any EAL child to entering our country, no matter circumstances they have, or background they have come from, it will be a daunting, scary and challenging experience.  As I have said it is very important to gain a strong and trusting relationship with the EAL child family, I believe this is the foundation that will help the child gain the help and support they need.  With the simply yet very effective strategies and aids that can be put in place the EAL child will be well equipped to start their journey on learning and developing their literacy skills, we know how important good literacy skills are, we use them daily and ned them to lead a happy and fulfilled life.  
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