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Chapter 32: Immeasuarable Life and  Boundless Bliss 
– An Interpretation of the Eight “Nature” (Zi Ran)
In this chapter, Buddha Shakyamuni explains that once reborn to the Western Pure Land, one would attain immeasurable life and the boundless bliss obtainable is indescribable. Maitreya Bodhisattva is the fifth Buddha of this world and Buddha Shakyamuni asks Maitreya Bodhisattva to teach this sutra in his time.
[bookmark: _GoBack] ‘The Buddha says to Bodhisattva Maitreya and the devas and men, “The virtue and wisdom of the sravakas and bodhisattvas in the land of infinite life are indescribable. That land is so sublime, peaceful, blissful and pure, so why don’t all endeavour to cultivate good and contemplate on the path of truth so that the inherent nature can emerge.”’
The Nature here indicates one’s true innate nature, and is perceived as the Buddha-Nature in Buddhism. Apart from the “Nature” mentioned here, there will be eight places where “Nature/Natural” is mentioned.
The first one comes from the verses below:
Deportment seems unhurried, but in the mind within, great efforts are being made. Their mind-measure can contain the whole cosmic void and they act in accord with the Way of Moderation. The inherence nature corresponds with their outward appearance for which it is the law of “Nature”(Zi Ran)  to be glorious and well-ordered .
This talks about how the Bodhisattvas of the Pure Land cultivate themselves. When all of the requirements are achieved, then it is the law of nature for the glorious innate nature to show itself. It is the meaning of the first “Nature.”
The second one comes from the verses below:
‘Being unconditioned, for all is self-existent (Zi Ran); like the void space that has not a single thought arising; being indifferent and tranquil, nothing is desired. In sparing no effort, virtuous vows initiated are implemented with great compassion and commiseration. Abiding by morals, ethics and propriety; being the same within and without, for the transcendence and deliverance to emancipation.’
The second nature – self-existent (Zi Ran) indicates that one does not need to deliberately seek the unconditioned phenomena, it is self-existent and is part of our innate nature. 
The next passage from this chapter contains five “Nature”(Zi Ran)
Maintaining the self-existent nature (Zi-Ran), the actual true thusness is so pure and immaculate. Unshakable quiescence, peace and bliss arise from the greatest aspirations. Once completely awakened, one comes to realisation that all phenomena naturally (Zi-Ran) exist within one’s own- innate nature (Zi-Ran), at the same time, the root lies within all phenomena which interlace and variegate in resplendent colourations with the most supreme transformations, 
The third nature (Zi-Ran) means the purity of one’s innate nature and how to protect this purity.
The fourth and fifth “Nature” (Zi-Ran) comes from one verse. The first one of the two is the inherent nature; the second Zi-Ran in this verse means the truth of all phenomena. Here, the Heart Sutra was referenced; the story of Yan Ruo Da Duo was told to show that our Buddha nature is inherent and cannot be sought after from external phenomena.
The sixth “Nature”(Zi-Ran) is the root of all phenomena, in other words, the essence of the universe and of all things.
The seventh “Nature” (Zi-Ran) means that all phenomena from our innate nature naturally interact with each other, creating the things we see, feel and sense around us. It is not a man-made result but a natural occurrence. 
The five “Nature” (Zi-Ran) mentioned can each be matched with the five realisations that the Sixth Patriarch Hui-Neng of the Zen school announced after he attained enlightenment.
The third “Nature” corresponds to the realisation that “our innate nature is pure”
The fourth “Nature” corresponds to the realisation that “our innate nature is always at peace”
The fifth “Nature” corresponds to the realisation that “our innate nature neither arises nor perishes. “
The sixth “Nature” corresponds to the realisation that “our innate nature is complete in every way.”
The seventh “Nature” corresponds to the realisation that “our innate nature is capable of manifesting all phenemena”
The last “Nature”comes from the verse below:
‘All should cultivate diligently and perseveringly, and by endeavouring in the pursuance of being reborn in Amitabha land of immeasurable purity, Samsara will undoubtedly be transcended and come to an end. Having transversely ended the five gatis the evil Ways will consequently cease to be. Such interminable extraordinary Way can be attained with ease; however, very few truly aspire to go there. That land does not contravene one’s will, but one is bound to be led by spontaneity (Zi-Ran). ’
The eighth Zi-Ran has two interpretations:
1. When one has faith in Amitabha and practises according to this sutra; when he/she believes in the existence of the Pure Land, aspires to be reborn there and mindfully chants the Buddha-name, then he/she will be received by Amitabha. This is a natural occurrence. It’s a natural force of the universe.
2. When one’s overly attracted by worldly things, such as money and fame, his/her reincarnation will naturally be led by karmic force. Such a person is said to have been tied up by conditioned phenomena. This is the law of Karma or causality.
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