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When you think of a conspiracy theorist you might think of a paranoid and insane hermit living in their parent’s basement wearing a tin foil hat and covering their cameras with tape and blu tac. However, according to The Washington Post more than half of all Americans believe in at least one conspiracy theory as of February 2015, with the numbers only rising as the internet becomes easier to access and post on. According to The Conspiracy-effect: Exposure to conspiracy theories (about Global warming) decreases pro-social behaviour and science acceptance (29th April, 2015) by Sander Van Der Linden of Princeton University, after watching a single video about a conspiracy theory (such Global warming is a scam) watchers are less likely to believe the official story, and less likely to donate or volunteer. This was regardless of political stance, backgrounds and Financial status. “… provided evidence for the “conspiracy-effect”; the finding that brief, direct contact with conspiracy theories (about global warming) can be sufficient to significantly decrease pro-environmental decision making, including reduced confidence in the scientific consensus on climate change.” This means that just watching a video on Facebook can drastically change the way one might think of world events and their trust in their own Governments and even local politicians and business. People with mental illnesses such as Paranoia are more likely to become a heavily involved theorist as belief in one leads to belief in more and more, even when some of these theories clash and create more gaps in the viewers mind. 
This essay explores the work and the harms believing in too many toxic conspiracies can cause. Death and mistrust are only two of the out comes when long extinct diseases come back and when people are beaten and killed for what they may believe and how people live their lives. People have died thanks to peoples believe that any thing not in their line of beliefs (religion, race, conspiracy, ideals) is automatically a sign of the Devil or a conspiracy against their ‘people’. 




Whether you love him or hate him he is the biggest name in conspiracy theory, Alex Jones; he is known to his fans as a truth teller in a world full of lying and deception; but to his critics he is an inflexible and extremely dangerous conspiracy theorist with a large and too loyal following. He has made a living off talking about theories on his podcasts and Youtube shows and become a hit online for his over exaggerated acting and his aggressive ways on sites like Twitter and Youtube, where he has harassed other users for their own opposing views and beliefs. In recent years the man also became a meme when he began screaming and dressing up, this made the man a joke, losing some of his fans loyalty and trust.
One man having such a large influence on the internet was always a worrying concept (referring back to the first passage) as many may watch a single video of his and begin to believe anything he may say before doing their own research of both sides in a story. He knew how to attract an audience and it worked, he played the system to his advantage and created a loyal following, the same way he accused the Government of doing.
 On September 6th, 2018, Alex Jones and his show Info Wars were both almost banned from Twitter after an altercation with a news reporter. But to the relief of many, Apple soon went through and banned five of Alex’s six shows from iTunes. Other platforms soon followed suit in banning Alex and his shows from their own websites; including Youtube, Twitter, Facebook and Spotify. This was a relief for many as he was banned from a majority of the big sites on the internet, finally limiting his ‘teachings’. On the other hand, followers of Jones soon began to accuse these sites of banning Jones in an attempt to silence the truth; critics disagree as they claim he is nothing more than a joke on the internet. 
Officially he was banned for the way he would speak to fellow users and his controversial stances on tragic events such as Sandy Hook (14th December 2012) and The Boston Bombings (15th April 2013). In 2014 Jones accused the shooters and the victims of Sandy Hook of being paid actors in a large scale False Flag operation organised by the American Government for control over its citizens. This accusation caused much upset as families lost their loved ones on this day, twenty children and six adults at a local school were shot down and thanks to Alex some now believe these families were paid off or were actors. Thankfully the effected have filled for lawsuits with Alex and his shows for his disrespectful and harmful attitude.

“It took me about a year with Sandy Hook to come to grips with the fact that the whole thing was fake. I mean, I couldn't believe it. I knew they jumped on it, used the crisis, hyped it up. But then I did deep research and my gosh, it just pretty much didn't happen.”
The Alex Jones Show, 28 December 2014.


	You might be wondering why people believe in Conspiracy theories so easily? Especially when some theories that float around make little to no sense? The short answer is for peace of mind, the longer answer is more complicated. As of writing this essay not enough research has been done to fully answer such a loaded question, however, there are explanations that may solve some of these questions.  

“Conspiracy theories are a ways for someone to understand what is going on in the world and try to restore some sense of control in themselves”
Oscar Auliq-ice Junior 
	
	As humans we know that humans can’t be trusted, yet we are too trusting for our own good, from birth we are told to trust no one yet to also trust each other. This makes it easy for short attractive videos on the internet to come along and convince us of something that may not make sense with research, however, watching these videos gives humans a false sense of control in picking their own truths. This is especially true for younger watchers or gullible and mentally ill watchers, who have no filter or have too much trust in the internet.
 	At times this goes even further. Many theorists are too willing to believe any conspiracy they hear online and take that information and treating it as fact rather than for what it is; a theory. This is something most forget when discussing and spreading conspiracy theories. Theories are defined as assumptions and propositions that attempt to provide a plausible answer, fact and theory are not the same thing. 
Bodies of power have a habit of not giving out all relevant information in a case, at times these reasons are due to being too sensitive to leak to neighbouring countries, other times plot points are left blank; creating missing pieces in a much larger puzzle. If society can’t know all the details needed then the mind will attempt to fill in the blanks for us, creating a time line of events that makes more sense than the official story, no matter how bizarre it may appear.
As theorists our jobs are to create a believable alternative with a bases in reality using the information given and not create fictional stories straying further away from the truth. And as theorists, our job is also to stay flexible when given new evidence rather than blaming others when they are wrong. There are four main types of conspiracy; the true; the possible; the laughable; and the harmful. 
	Another reason more and more are beginning to distrust each other is thanks to the information that has already been leaked thanks to people such as Edward Snowden and Chelsea Manning. Without these people the Governments secrets would stay secret and nothing would change. Conspiracies such as Project MKUltra (1953-1973) and North Wales Cancer rate spike (1965 onwards) are theories that were later discovered to be true and very serious cover ups that effected hundreds or even thousands in some way for the worse.
	2016’s Presidential election is an example of a current Conspiracy theory. With President Trumps win came allegations that the Russian nation was some how involved in cheating the votes, however, at the current time nothing has officially been resolved. That doesn’t mean that no internal investigation is under way. A similar thing has happened again in India (May-June 2019), as India gears up for its election rumours of fraud and rigging have begun. Claims say that Google was involved in targeting unsure voters and that the newest technology used is easily tracked and changed by the makers. Again, as of now nothing has come forward.
 	Luckily not all conspiracies are as concerning as these, on the contrary, some conspiracies are (hopefully) for fun. The moon is a hologram and The Royal family aren’t humans are just two of the many theories that are laughable and do little harm to the few believers. These theories have little bases in reality and are born from wild imaginations and weird coincidences that have follower’s adamant that the moon is fake or that the Queen is a vampire/reptile/cannibal/Alien who’s only out to benefit her family. 
	The worst kind of conspiracy is a harmful conspiracy. Anti-vaxers and The Global Warming Hoax are two extremely dangerous conspiracies that effects everyone, whether they are involved or not. One is bringing diseases to countries that almost completely eliminated them and the other is speeding up the eventual collapse of our earth. Although these may seem laughable the effects of their beliefs are very real and very worrying. 



Human testing is defiantly nothing new in the conspiracy world and is something that’s still happening all over the world. An unethical and a non-consensual show of power by the unstable minds in charge of its people. Whether it is to create the superior soldiers of war through mixing the DNA of humans and apes (Humanzee (1926)) or through pure curiosity over long term effects of a curable dieses in black people (The Tuskegee Syphilis experiment (Bad Blood experiments) (1930’s-1970’s)), that doesn’t give anyone the right to work on subjects that can’t give consent.

The ends justify the means mindset has been the impetus behind many a cruel medical or social experiment
James and Lance Morcan, The Orphan Conspiracies: 29 conspiracy theories from the Orphan Trilogy 

 This leads me on to my major project. A possible passion project for a future me to expand upon. A conspiracy that incorporates both examples above, using unsuspecting families as Guiney Pigs under false pretences and injecting their children with altered DNA of animals. These children are then left to live their own lives and are heavily monitored for any side effects that may appear. These experiments would officially begin in 1950, however, scientists and research from similar experiments would be taken into account. 
My own major project for the coming year would be a starting point of a Black mirror (2017- present) -esk world, every entry is only a small part of a much larger world full of conspiracy. A connected world, reoccurring themes and a new set of characters allows story to be free with no restrictions; every episode would be dealing with a new conspiracy, whether from reality or created for the world. 
Besides Black Mirror there are plenty of films and shows to take inspiration from when filming, although not necessarily called conspiracies, films and shows tend to heavily rely on them for plot. Although, conspiracy films are often reserved for films based around real life theories and aim to recreate what may have happened. JFK (1991, Oliver Stone), Seven days in May (1933, John Frankenheimer) and Conspiracy (2001, Frank Pierson) are real conspiracies turned to film. Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014, Anthony Russo and Joe Russo), Daredevil (2015-18, Drew Goddard) and even Men in Black (1997, Barry Sonnenfeld) are films that are heavily reliant on conspiracies however only borrow from real life and create characters and specific scenarios from nothing. These films and shows will be integral when writing and filming as subtle ques may be missed if I were to write independently. 


	To conclude this essay; not all conspiracy theorists are paranoid nuts with tinfoil hats; and not all Government officials can be trusted to have their own nation in their best interests. If you, the reader, take away a single thing from this paper then let it be that you can’t always trust your own Governments or News providers as they have their own motives and opinions, no news provider or politician is unbiased. People can be payed off and Blackmailed. Although the Government are not always looking out for their own it can be hard to trust when their well being comes before the rest of the country’s. Government have proven this time and time again in elections, cover ups and in the house of commons and by their own actions, my own film is also to high light that they can’t be fully trusted. Edward Snowden and fellow Whistle Blowers proved that when they leaked millions upon millions of classified information from the CIA, NSA, MI5 and every other dodgy deed around the world. 
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