Treasures In Heaven
When someone in this world is referred to as rich, it is taken that said person has a lot of material wealth such as money and possibly assets. This in turn is generally reflected in their status. Rich people are seen to be more prominent and have great sway. All we need to do is look at politicians, CEO’s and celebrities to get an idea of this influence. However, what does it mean to have treasures in heaven? Is it the same as having wealth here on earth or are there differences? The aim of this essay will be to examine these two questions.
Jesus taught, 
‘Do not store up treasures for yourselves here on earth, where moths and vermin destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven… For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.’ (Matthew 6.19-21 NIV) 
The significance of this is that Jesus is effectively teaching that whatever a person gives their heart to will ultimately become their God. To back this up Jesus later says, ‘You cannot serve two masters…You cannot serve both God and money.’ (Matthew 6:24 NIV) Here, Jesus’s words emphasize that we are in servitude to whatever we give our heart to.
For Christians, giving their hearts to the Lord means living their lives to serve Him (Romans 12.1 NIV).  Serving the Lord means accepting Christ’s teachings and applying them as best as possible to one’s life. For those who choose to serve money, it also means giving their hearts to it. Furthermore, like a Christian who chooses to learn and adopt the word of God through the Bible; the person who chooses money learns and adopts methods and strategies to earn more money. Let us look at an example below.      
It is undeniable that rich CEO’s have influenced our lives in this world. One example is Jeff Bezos, the founder and former chief executive officer of Amazon,[footnoteRef:1] who took the world by storm by creating arguably the biggest online merchant this world has ever seen.[footnoteRef:2] The most up to date estimates at the time of writing put Bezos worth at approximately $124 billion, making him the wealthiest man in the world.[footnoteRef:3] Bezos is so wealthy that he has at his disposal the money to make a dream of commercial travel into space a reality.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Britannica.com/biography/Jeff Bezos; Author. Adam Augustyn; [Accessed 18th November 2022]]  [2:  CNN business; ‘how Jeff Bezos changed the world’; Author Claire Duffy [Accessed 18th November 2022]]  [3:  Washington Post. Technology, Jeff Bezos says he will give away most of massive fortune.  Author Rachel Lerman: November 14th, 2022 [Accessed 18th November 2022]]  [4:  BBC News – Space and Environment: 20th July 2021 Author Paul Rincon [Accessed 18th November 2022]] 

How does this compare to the Bible and what Jesus taught? ‘What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?’ (Mark 8.36 NIV) Jesus here puts it quite bluntly how fruitless it is to gain the whole world at the expense of the soul. Why is this?  Whatever we make in this world, however little or much, will stay on this earth and we will never be able to take it with us when we pass away.[footnoteRef:5] Christ told a similar story in the book of Luke. Christ issued a warning against a rich farmer who stored up for himself huge quantities of grain. Christ told him that his life would be demanded of him and whilst he was rich here on this earth, he was poor before God. (Luke12.21 NIV) [5:  New Spring Church, what storing up treasure in Heaven really means [Accessed 18th November 2022]] 

Death is a great leveller, people may be born into wealth or accumulate it, but when we die, we are all in the same boat. Or are we? What exactly is treasure in heaven?
Treasure in heaven is alluded to by the Apostle Paul and by James, who both use metaphors to compare it to worldly things. The Apostle Paul writes:
	‘Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training, they do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever’ (I Corinthians 9.25 NIV)
People who competed in the Panhellenic games did so to win a crown that was normally made of wreaths.[footnoteRef:6] As we know, a crown made of wreaths will eventually wither away over the course of time.  However, Paul mentions a crown that will last forever. To try and uncover what this crown; this treasure is, we look at the book of James who also mentions a crown.  [6:  Zondervan Illustrated Bible background commentary, 1 & 2 Corinthians p.51] 

	‘…Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him’ (James 1.12 NIV)
It is believed that James was using the Greek word for crown which is Stephanos. By using this word, James is also believed to be referring to a crown metaphorically, the same as Paul did when he referred to a crown won by athletes competing at the games[footnoteRef:7]. So, by looking at these two accounts, we can deduce that the treasure in heaven spoken of by Jesus in the book of Matthew has something to do with a crown. James further elaborates on this crown as being ‘… the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him’ (James 1.12 NIV) [7:  Zondervan Illustrated Bible background commentary, Hebrews, James pp.93,94] 

As we have read in the of Gospel of Luke about the wealthy man who was poor before God, and the fact that no home moving van will ever be seen behind a hearse[footnoteRef:8], we can be certain that no amount of wealth generated, or treasure accumulated on this earth will alter our stance before God. What then must one do to get this crown that Paul and James speak of?  [8:  New Spring Church, what “storing up treasures in heaven” really means, author: New Spring Church, 2022. [Accessed: 24 November 2022]] 

To answer this, we need to carry on digging. In the book of Galatians Paul asks ‘…you were running a good race, who cut in on you to stop you from obeying the truth’? (Galatians 5.7 NIV) Again, we see the metaphor of running a race being used by Paul. What is this race that he is referring to?  In Hebrews, we read ‘…let us run the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus…’ (Hebrews 12.1 NIV) and lastly, we read in the second letter of Timothy,
	‘…the time for my departure is near…I have finished the race…now there is the crown of righteousness, which the Lord…will award to me on that day…’ (II Timothy 4.7-8 NIV)
From these passages, it makes sense when we combine them that the race which has been referred to by Paul, is life itself. The crown, which James and Paul refer to, is the crown of righteousness. The Bible teaches that this crown is freely given to anyone who accepts Christ into their hearts and live their lives; run their race; obey His commandments; until the day they pass away. By fixing their eyes on Jesus, Christians believe that they share the same hope of receiving the crown of life as expressed in the book of James. 
Let me be clear, having wealth is not bad, the Bible teaches that it is the ‘love’ of money that is a ‘root’ to all kinds of evil. (I Timothy 6.10 NIV). It is when money becomes your entire focus of your mind and fuel for the fire in your heart. At the most extreme, the love of money has caused people to kill[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  Lifeinsure.com; Life insurance fraud-5 famous cases; Richard Reich; [Accessed 24th November 2022]] 

To conclude, Jesus, in the book of Matthew, points out that we have a choice. That choice is between serving money or serving God. (Matthew 6. 9-21 NIV) A lot of people would agree that they would love millions of pounds in the bank, the ability to access whatever they want and price not being a problem. However, the message that Christ is trying to get across is, think ahead to what is going to come and be prepared.  
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