How useful are Manifestos to designers and/or design groups? Outline your discussion with reference to three key manifestos. Through careful critique, conclude your text by defining your own design values in a 10-point manifesto. 
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The term ‘manifesto’ originates from the Latin word ‘manifestum’ and means clear or conspicuous and is a statement of an individuals, or an organisation’s, central beliefs and values. Manifestos involve announcing your motives and intentions and come in various forms including political, artistic, scientific, educational, professional and technological. Brands are well-known for using manifestos to promote their products and company ethos and Nike is a prime example of this and they regularly use manifestos alongside their products.
“WE ARE WHAT WE BELIEVE. We founded and built an entire company on that idea. And we believe in helping RUNNERS – fast runners, slow runners, heavy runners, skinny runners, long-distance runners and sprinters..…….Just do it. Nike.” (Y Scouts, 2017).
Another function of a manifesto is to empower, encourage and inspire the reader into action alongside being a declaration of what a person, organisation or company believes. Art Spiegelman said;
“A manifesto, a diary, a crumpled suicide note, and a still relevant love letter.” (Your Dictionary, 2008). 
Manifestos can be personal but also provide a powerful impact for the author(s) goals and motivations and the different types of manifestos have a diverse effect in the way that you perceive them, depending on the content. Artistic manifestos are more subjective and intimate than other types of manifestos and this is because with art you have the freedom to draw, design and write what you want without having boundaries because art is about expressing yourself and influencing and inspiring other people with your message, your goals and your experiences. 
An excellent example of an artistic manifesto is one by Sir Joshua Reynolds;
“I wished you to be persuaded, that success in your art depends almost entirely on your own industry; but the industry which I principally recommend, is not the industry of the hands, but of the mind… We may go so far as to assert, that a painter stands in need of more knowledge than is to be picked off his pallet, or collected by looking on his model, whether it be in life or in picture. He can never be a great artist, who is grossly illiterate… He ought to know something concerning the mind, as well as a great deal concerning the body of man.” Baker (2015) 
The above article also provides several other examples of significant manifestos such as The Founding and Manifesto of Futurism, FT Marinetti, 1909, Staatliche Bauhaus, Walter Gropius, 1919 and Concerning the Spiritual in Art, Wassily Kandinsky, 1912. These manifestos are extremely influential to the art world, some express the idea of not only having the skill to create beautiful art but to also have the knowledge to survive in a world full of skillful people and some discuss the idea of being a craftsman and making sure you have the skill you are claiming to have rather than labelling yourself as an artist when in fact you are not. While a manifesto is a statement of beliefs and values, a number of them debate issues prevalent in artistic pursuits, for instance, how there is no theory to art, why criticism doesn’t mean anything, that there is no right way to ‘do’ art and that it’s all about individuality and about who you are as an artist. If every artist painted, drew and designed for approval from the world it would have no meaning.
Manifesto’s are useful to designers/groups because it’s a way to express themselves and Dan Redding says that;
 “It’s a crucial extension of your creative identity.” (Smashing Magazine, 2010). Designers and artist may not know it but visual arts and literary arts collide more than you know, because if they actually take an objective view and think about it they will see they have to communicate by promoting, pitching and speaking to clients every day which includes an element of creativity when it comes to words. A manifesto is a piece of written work and can put designers and artists genres and styles into words. Various famous art movements have a manifesto, such as, Futurism, Surrealism and Cubism. Most designers and artists today probably don’t require a manifesto and concentrate more on the visual side but occasionally it is good to have a clear statement of aims and goals. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]“Likewise, most of us probably don’t intend to launch a full-scale movement, but this genre of writing may inspire you to reconsider the literary content of your creative work and its public representation”.   (Smashing Magazine,2010)                         
Manifesto’s were being written as early as 1886 and almost all artists would use them. As stated above, some artists and designers may not write or require a manifesto, but writing one can be of benefit as it gives a clear idea of the ambitions and hopes of the artists and what they would like to achieve on their journey. Designers use manifestos for various reasons, they are writing about themselves as an artist while allowing the public to know who they are, focusing on the goals they want to achieve and finally, they are writing these manifestos to inspire others. Artists live for sharing their work with the world and manifestos demonstrate that artists of any genre can express themselves in an individualistic way and that not conforming is acceptable. Dan Redding said;
“In other words, the manifesto is a personal or even handwritten statement intending to shock, inspire, or offend.” (Smashing Magazine, 2010)
By selecting key manifestos to highlight, the importance of them can be demonstrated. The first one to examine is an excerpt from the ‘Red Alan Manifesto’ by Grayson Perry;
“We the undersigned believe;
1. Nothing in ART is NEW or OLD fashioned only GOOD or BAD
2. Failed paintings to be sent to disaster zones to be used to make tents
3. Bad sculpture should be installed outside companies guilty or FINANCIAL IRREGULARITIES 
4. Popular art will be displayed above head height so we can see it
5. Videos should be no longer than 10 minutes and comfy seating should be provided….” Macpherson (2012) provided this information. (RA250)
This manifesto tells a story in just ten points and goes on to discuss how anyone can be an artist and that just drawing is the most important point. He also emphasises the fact that no individual is too good or too upmarket to be an artist and that ‘artists’ should not be subjugated, they should not be judged on anything else other than their artwork and they do not have to complete substantial or ostentatious pieces of art to stand out and that sometimes less is more. David Blench said; 
“It’s a very feel good, positive manifesto. I especially like the final point being “My favourite artwork is the next one I make” that points just oozing with positive vibes.” (David Blench’s Illustration Bungalow, 20170
However, some of these points are open to discussion. Not everyone can be an artist as there has to be a particular mindset and a certain creative outlook on the world to have the skills to draw and design. An individual could practise their technical skill as that can be improved, but there also has to be a natural flair present.
The public should assess an artist on their work but their art pieces also 
demonstrate who they are as an individual and that they possess other qualities 
other than their craft. This manifesto did however, make an important point and this point was examining the notion that artists cannot be afraid to push boundaries and should not be fearful of causing controversy with what they paint or design because they are inspiring future artists and it is crucial that they are different and stand by who they are as an artist and a person. 
Overall it is obvious that this manifesto is in fact inspiring to creative industry as it has more good, truthful points than it does negative. Many people would read this after they’ve woken up in the morning and have a positive attitude for the rest of the day. This manifesto could potentially inspire people from all industries and not just the creative.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Another well-known manifesto is the ‘Holstee Manifesto’ which was written by Dave, Mike and Fabian and is; 
“In our first step as a company, Holstee’s founders, Dave, Mike and Fabian sat together on the steps of Union Square in New York to write down how they define success. The goal was to create something they could reflect back on if they ever felt stuck or found themselves living according to someone else’s definition of happiness.” (Holstee, 2017)
“This is your LIFE. Do what you love, and do it often. If you don’t like something change it. If you don’t like your job, quit. If you don’t have enough time, stop watching TV. If you are looking for the love of your life stop; They will be waiting for you when you start doing the things that you love. Stop over analysing….” (Life Hack 2017) 
This manifesto is distinctive and provides a very positive outlook on life and gives advice on how to not take life too seriously. They advocate that life is short so people should make time for everything they want to achieve and more importantly, to make the significant things priority. They also highlight change, and that people should change things if they are not happy with them. This manifesto also discusses the idea of not being scared to try new things or step outside of you comfort zone because that what life is about, discovering new things. 
However, although this manifesto comes across as very inspiring and tries to give a positive outlook on life, the things that they are talking about are easier said than done and are sometimes not very realistic. There are situations where an individual would not be able to walk away from their job and go travelling, even though the thought of this is incredible, it is not always an option.
It is evident that this manifesto could truly be a wakeup call for some people and make them realise that they could make a change to their lives and it not end in disaster! Olga Khazan said; 
“I had been wanting to go off on my own for a while, but there was a risk associated with it,” 
Thorpey said; 
“Seeing that manifesto for the first time was almost a nail in the coffin for me...I decided to live by those words.” (How the Holstee Manifesto became the new ‘Just do it’,2011)

“We intend to sing the love of danger, the habit of energy and fearlessness.
 Courage, boldness, and rebellion will be the essential elements in our poetry…..” This Manifesto was written by F.T Marinetti in 1909. This manifesto is very insightful and is encouraging a dynamic approach to things and to be adventurous and brave and also to wake up and look what’s going on around you. The manifesto then continues on to say that literature is very calm and can be enchanting and also you can get lost in your own world. Unfortunately, not everyone wants to venture out of their comfort zone as that’s where they feel safe, and also being peaceful and at ease works for some people. But manifestos are supposed to be rousing that’s their purpose, they’re supposed to get you inspired, get you thinking and get you moving. 

As a Surface Pattern Design student and an artist, my belief is that a manifesto can aid me in being clear about my current and future path, my artistic preference and my core values and beliefs. Having the confidence to share my personal manifesto and following its advice motivates and focuses me as a designer. I have compiled my own manifesto but I am sure it will evolve as I learn and experience more. 
1. The creative industry is hard.
2. Not everyone is going to like your style of design.
3. But no one else’s opinion matters if you are in love with your work.
4. Not happy with a sample? Add a little more colour.
5. Get inspiration from others. 
6. Don’t be afraid to have an accident (sometimes they lead to happiness.)
7. Listen to your lecturer’s constructive feedback but also have faith in your own ideas.
8. Stay up until four am finishing your repeats, because sleeping is overrated anyway.
9. Getting a good grade is worth all those hours of trimming and taping.
10. We are Surface Pattern Designers. Be proud of your work.

I have come to the conclusion, that manifestos are not for everyone, and it is up to you whether you will be inspired by reading one or not. It also depends on the content of the manifesto and how it relates to you as a person and is an individual choice whether it affects you in a positive way or not. By setting out clear targets, beliefs and ambitions can be beneficial to designers to follow and can also be a good tool to express their individuality and separate themselves from the crowd. Manifestos can be truly inspiring and interesting to read and can provoke change but you have to have the determination and motivation to change and to reach your goals.
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