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The British justice system, which originated during Anglo-Saxon times, was originally made up of local Courts – overseen by a representative of the King – and the Royal Court, which was overseen by the King himself (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary). The law is around to maintain order in society and to be able to have a clear line of what is right and wrong. Slapper and Kelly (2015) stated that not every form of order is the same. They stated that “some societies are highly regimented with strictly enforced social rules” and to us as outsiders to that society their forms of order might be seen to be “very unstructured”. Judges are entrusted to serve the defendant with the deserved sentence for the crime they have committed. 
According to Sexton (2018) a Judge is there to overhear a case and to ensure that the hearing is fair. Whilst the hearing is taking place the Judge needs to ensure that all issues relating to the case are covered and that nothing is left out. After the hearing is over it is vital that the judge ensures that any decision that is made is supported by clear evidence and is not based on their personal preference and that their decision remains unbiased. In order to become a Judge a citizen of the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland or a Commonwealth country must have many years’ worth of legal practice and must be a barrister, solicitor or legal executive before they can be a judge. Judges must be very good listeners and communicators and must be able to absorb large amounts of information. Judges should be able to deliver a sentence based on the evidence that is presented during the hearing. Citizen Information (2021) stated that during a criminal trial when members of the jury reached a decision, they will return to the courtroom with the verdict and it will be read out by the foreperson. The jury play no part in the sentencing of the offender as that is left up to the Judge following the verdict the jury presented. 
Quinn, Elliot and Frances (2011) stated that traditionally judges have seen themselves as declaring or finding rather than creating the law and have frequently stated that the creation of law is in the power of Parliament and ultimately the role of a judge is gradually changing as they make decision never made before and help drive new laws. Quinn et al also talked about how a great deal of our law is made up of case law based on judicial decisions. When precedents don’t make it clear what should be done in a case a Judge has to decide regardless. This happened in case of Airedale NHS trust v Bland (1993) when Tony Bland (a football supporter) was left in a permanent vegetative state after the Hillsborough disaster (1989). The court had to decide whether or not to stop the medicine that were helping to keep Bland alive. Many Lords felt that the decision in this case should be decided by Parliament but in the end the court decided to withdraw the treatment “because it was in the patients’ best interests” as it was very unlikely for it to wake up from his vegetative state. There is no law to say who can decide to stop treatment for a person who can’t decide for themselves, so this is left up to the judge to decide. This was seen again recently in the case of Archie Battersbea.
CPS (2019) wrote about the year and a day law that came into place in 1966 that states if the injury from an attack is proved to be the cause of death then the offender can still be jailed and charged with the murder of the victim It was stated that in the situation where the defendant is convicted of the offence for example and assault and the victims wounds prove fatal then the court is able to charge the defendant with the murder. This was the case with the Jacqueline Kirk a woman who was doused with petrol and then set on fire by her partner who was then jailed for the attack but then after 20 years Jacqueline Kirk passed as a result of the attack having an effect on her diaphragm and after all those years her attacker was arrested and jailed for an additional 15 years for her murder (Morris, 2022). This judge has decided not to go by the law which has been around for nearly 60 years and eventually this law may now be changed due to his decision. 
Cownie, Bradney & Burton (2013) described the image of a judge in England and Wales as a “wigged and gowned male figure sat upon a raised chair above the rest of the court”. They are described as being the most important part of the many legal communities that make up the English legal system as they use the facts presented before them to determine the legal resoning behind those facts.
There are very few female judges in the United Kingdom as most of the judges that sit in the courts are male, for example in 2010 there were 1 female judge sitting in the Supreme Court and 9 male judges, in the High Court there were 16 female judges and 91 male judges and in the circuit courts there were 87 female judges and total of 513 male judges sitting in the courts (Courts and tribunals judiciary, 2010). 
Taylor (2019) wrote that as women make up half the population they should be half of the judges and wrote that in 2018 the increase to a quarter of female judges sitting the Supreme Court was “an important breakthrough”. 
The Judges that oversee the different types of court hear different types of cases, for example the judge who sits in the Court of Appeal will hear criminal and civil appeals whereas a judge sitting in the district court will oversee a variety of civil matters including divorces and damage claims (Rutherford, Kotecha, Macfarane, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk119008033]Throughout history members of the judiciary have been chosen by the Lord Chancellor and the requirements and during this selection a fault was found  that members of the judiciary had to come from a very specific social background (Rutherford, Kotecha, Macfarane, 2022).
Siddique (2022) wrote that a survey conducted by YouGov found that 28% of the 5000 adults that answered the survey do not trust judges very much if at all while 31% of the adults said that their trust in judges has declined over the years. The results collected from this survey show that “53% of judges in England and Wales are currently white men”.  
Judges are servants of the public as stated by Census (2021) as any person that is employed in central and local government count as public servants.
Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2019) wrote that when a Judge takes an oath, he or she is taking recognition of the fact that they are liable to the law that they deliver. Some Judges don’t have to take the judicial oath, but they are still liable to the law that they deliver. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2019) also wrote that all Judges should aim to ensure that they behave at a very high standard both in court and outside of court to help strengthen the confidence the public have in the judiciary. It is important that the public have a good view on the judiciary as if they have a lack of trust they may lack confidence in the capability of a judge to deliver the appropriate sentence if they ever go before one. 
The public should have trust in the judiciary as the judge will ensure that any person that stands before them will have a fair trial and any evidence they review and any verdict that is reached will all be in accordance with the law, and nothing will be based one the Judge’s personal opinion or be a biased answer.
For every member of the public the law should be perfectly clear and easy to understand as if they ever find themselves in a situation where they need to go before a judge they are able to understand their rights and the reasoning behind why they need to go before a judge. Clear and intelligible law is the key to a good government and if the law is not clear this can lead to members of the public being confused and unclear about what certain areas of the law dictate they can and cant do. The Cabinet Office (2013, p.2) investigated the reason into the difficult language used in the legislation and asked both experts and users about their experience to develop a better understanding of the difficulties they might encounter whilst attempting to use the legislation. The Cabinet Office (2013, p.3) also wrote that many of the Government Commissioners and Parliament committees have tried to revise and re arrange the statue book (which lists all of the legislations enacted in the UK) in order to make it easier for users to read. 

In conclusion, I agree that Judges are servants of the public and make the law clear and intelligible and deliver the best sentences for the people. I fully agree with this statement as they are entrusted to practice the law and act on the knowledge they have and not based on any personal opinion they have, and they act professionally under any circumstances they face. 
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