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There are many links to food in Jonson’s ‘Inviting a Friend to Supper’. Jonson tries to flatter the guest by describing what food there will be at the supper, for example, ‘Yet shall you have, to rectify your palate, An olive, capers, or some better salad’. Although Jonson is trying to attract the guest, he is also being very honest about what will not be at the supper. The lines ‘A coney is not to be despaired of, for our money; And though fowl now be scarce, yet there are clerks, The sky not falling, think we may have larks. I’ll tell you of more, and lie, so you will come’ show that he is being honest, and also using wit and playing on the proverb to make the invitation funny. Jonson also tries to convince the guest through talking about impossibilities such as writing that there will be ‘Partridge, pheasant and woodcock, of which some may yet be there; and godwit, if we can’. He also tries to captivate the guest by jokingly boasting that there will be ‘knat, rail and ruff’, which were seemingly very hard to catch. Jonson is mostly using food as the attraction for the guest’s presence, although humor is also considerably involved in the invitation. 



