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Attending the interview for Skills for the Workplace



This is my experience with the Trinity Saint David University of Wales Interview to determine my acceptance of HE Skills for the Workplace courses. To express concretely all these experiences, I will use the Gibbs G. method (1988).


Description 

In the biggening, I would like to explain my first interaction with a student at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I was pleasantly surprised by all the ideas and lessons he told me and all the information he gathered being in his 2nd year.
I finally decided that this is what I want to do in the future and the fact that I want to deepen as much as possible this whole course and why not, to help me with future plans.

The interview for Skills for the workplace that I had it on the date of 10th of November with Christian Felices. The date for the interview I knew it a few days before and this gave me the enough time to prepare for any eventual topics questions and I like to think that I was ready for everything.
The interview was based on several questions regarding my past but also my expectations for the future, questions related to the courses that will follow, but also what I want or what my goal is at the end of these courses.
These questions were essential in determining my acceptance or rejection of enrolling in HE Skills for the Workplace at UWTSD.
The interview was not face-to-face because of the pandemic situation that we are in the moment, so it had to be online via Microsoft Teams platform. I did very well to create an account on the platform offered by UWTSD, Microsoft Teams, using all my IT experience and all the skills I have on these Software / Microsoft platforms.
Besides the fact that I already have a big package of knowledge on these applications but also the fact that I am quite familiar with computers and laptops, I consider myself the kind of person very resourceful and as long as there is internet and YouTube I am sure that any application will be easily understandable with the minimum time given to the tutorials.


Feelings

Because it was the first time for me when I am having this kind of interview, I was nervous about the outcoming situation and excited in the same time because I want it to get it done and to prove myself that even after 10 years after I finish high-school, I still want to study again and I am looking forward to gain more knowledge .
As I said, being the first time I participated in an interview so important to me, because I want to develop my future with the help of these courses, it was a very emotional experience.
I have had the opportunity to take courses in Romania, but given my past and the fact that it had other priorities than those based on courses or school, I have never had such a large package of feelings.
I am proud that I managed to get into these courses and I am looking forward to going through all the stages of UWTSD because I want to learn and deepen these courses in fulfilling at least one of my two goals, to become a manager or to open my own business.



Evaluation

I must admit that the situation we are living in now, the covid-19 pandemic, scared me a bit because I never had the opportunity to participate in any online courses or other studies and I didn't know what to expect and especially how will I be able to assimilate information through online, given that fact I always had a teacher in front of me.

The purpose of the interview  was, from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David point and the lecturer, to see if I have the right skills and a minimum amount of knowledge in terms of writing and speaking.
 The most intense part of the interview, where I was more nervous about was when Christian asked me ‘Why is art important for the society?’. That was the part when I had to write a small essay about this, using my own words, to let him know why is art important and what impact is having in the present.
When I heard the question, I did not know what to write and how to start, so I thought for a few minutes that after I started writing what came to mind. I do not know much about art but then I knew, and I was beginning to remember some things, but my opinion is that Christian did not necessarily want to know the answer to the question, but to see if I have the necessary knowledge to write and understand the meaning of the question






Analysis

The interviewer was very friendly and makes me feel very comfortable in his presence, therefore I could express freely and let go to all the emotions that I had it before.
I consider that I managed to answer all the teacher's questions honestly and to express my point of view without being interrupted or contradicted.
There were also concrete questions where only certain answers were correct, for example, what are the names of the courses or what kind of university it is, but there were also questions without a correct or wrong answer, these being my favorites, like what future plans I have or what is my background.

At the same time I had a kind of written test where I had to do an essay of 100 words in which to explain 'Why is art important for the society?'.
I was pleasantly surprised to have such a question because I like to express myself and I like challenges but at the same time I was a little scared by my skills related to English and why not those of expression. Given the fact that I was accepted, I am sure that I managed at least decently and that can only make me trust myself.

Considering Carol Dweck's(2004) theory that the human mind is divided into two categories, fixed mindset and growth mindset. I consider myself to have a growth mindset due to the fact that I am willing to accept feedback, either is positive or negative in everything I do and I am willing to improve the skills and abilities I have from study and research. Dweck, through a study of over 30 years on students, came to the conclusion that depending on each person's mindset, we as individuals may or may not improve our thinking. I don't like to consider myself a person with a fixed mindset because I think that such characters do not have the power to develop or the knowledge to receive negative feedback, that not have the role of demoralizing you, but the role of making you understand where you can grow or change to make things easier or better.

However, doing some research, I discovered that in an interview, whether it's a job interview or, in my case, enrolling in a course, the way you express yourself matters a lot. Colin James method (2018) says that depending on the situation you are in, you need to use a certain tone in which you communicate and at the same time, your tone should correspond to that of the person you are talking to. I consider myself a personal communicator, because I like to interact with the people around me and I can read people's feelings, which makes me more communicative and intuitive.


Conclusion


In conclusion, the whole experience was a pleasant one, and the teachers are very friendly and their teaching skills are very developed. I liked the whole experience of the interview, although on some levels I had a lot of emotions, but I'm glad that I managed to successfully get over them. I am grateful to have been accepted because all my future experience has developed around this university, and I want to learn as much as possible.

Given the ambition I have and my skill packs, the ability to communicate, to work in a team, the understanding of receiving feedback, and finally my knowledge of IT, all along with everything I will acquire in these years of courses that will follow will make me a much more responsible person and worthy of owning my own business.



Action Plan

When I have an interview next time, I know what to do. Using Dweck's study, after each interview, presentation, I will ask for feedback to know what else I need to improve and where I need to work so that next time I can be even more on the subject. Using the knowledge gained in the courses and knowing how to present myself at an interview and what I have to say to do the employer or the person interviewing me, to offer me the job, respectively the entrance to the university, I have to be as concrete as possible in what I say and to be honest about my skills and strengths, but let's not forget my weaknesses.
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