Examine the Homeric Hymn to Demeter from the perspective of its ability to explain, and its influence on, ritual practices in Greece. (1,500 words)
	 The hymn to Demeter by the ancient author Homer allows us to look at the ritual practices in Greece and look at the influence of the myth on ritual practice in Greece. The main the myth relates to rituals in Ancient Greece are the Eleusinian mysteries, one of the ancient cults that were kept a secret and so very little is known about the cult.  The rituals of the Eleusinian mysteries can be related to where the cult happens, specific places relating to the myth and the cult. The Eleusinian mysteries are separated into the Greater and Lesser mysteries, so take place at different times of the year, this also relates to the myth in terms with the kidnapping of Persephone and other events that take place in the book. The Eleusinian mysteries also perform certain rituals that link to the hymn, such as sacrifices and acting out scenes in the myth. There are influences outside of the Eleusinian mysteries the main influence the Hymn to Demeter has is on the Thesmophoria festival. All of these points clearly show the myth ability to explain and to see the influence the myth has on rituals in Ancient Greece.  
	One key link between the myth and the Eleusinian cult is the link in the place where the rituals take place. In the myth after the kidnapping of Persephone, Demeter descends and walks the earth. In the myths, she stops in Eleusis, by the ‘house of wise Kelos, the lord of fragrant Eleusis’ (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 95-100). The main place of the lesser mystery cult takes place in Eleusis. This shows a direct influence between the myths and the ritual practice in Greece’s that they perform the rituals dedicated Demeter in a place that in myth she was in. 
	The Eleusinian mysteries was further influenced by the myth in not just the place overall but specific point mentioned in the myth. For example, the site of Demeter’s temple and Maiden’s well, that are mentioned in the hymn (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 95-100)(Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 270-275). The fact these places are specifically designated shows a direct influence between rituals and the Homeric hymn.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  (Morford, 1999)] 

	The Eleusinian cult was separated into two; the Lesser Mysteries and the Greater Mysteries.[footnoteRef:2] They relate to the myth as both of these took place at a different time and year that relates to the myth. Both of the Mysteries represents the life cycle of grain.[footnoteRef:3],[footnoteRef:4] As when the Lesser Mysteries are performed in the early spring (Anthesterion – February) this would be when they would harvest the grain.[footnoteRef:5],[footnoteRef:6] With the Greater Mysteries in our calendar would be September/ October (called the Boedromion), this would represent the planting of the grain for the next season. [footnoteRef:7] However, there is no evidence to support this but the two mysteries take place could be more linked to the Hymn to Demeter in that for the period of time that Persephone or Kore remain in Hell with Hades, is the period of time between the Lesser Mysteries and the Greater Mysteries.[footnoteRef:8] This shows not just the Hymn to Demeter having influences on the rituals when they were performed but on the basis of the main Goddess that they were worshipping the Goddess of Agriculture they matched of the grain season and perform the ritual in conjunction to this.  [2:  (Morford, 1999)]  [3:  (March, 2008)]  [4:  (Meyer, 1999)]  [5:  (Morford, 1999)]  [6:  (Meyer, 1999)]  [7:  (Mylonas, 1947)]  [8:  (Wright, 1919)] 

	In the Lesser Mysteries, sacrifices are performed in order for initiates to join the cult and sacrifices are performed in the myth, both of the sacrifices are in honour to Demeter. The initiates in the Lesser Mysteries on reaching Eleusis sacrificing domesticated animals sometimes pigs to Demeter.[footnoteRef:9],[footnoteRef:10] The Sacrifice occurs in the myth after the building of the Temple at Eleusis, Demeter refuses to let the crops grew as she is ‘longing’ for her daughter and the humans give gifts and carry out sacrifices to please the gods (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 300-315).  [9:  (Meyer, 1999, p. 18)]  [10:  (Morford, 1999)] 

	The Hymn to Demeter further explains its influence over the Eleusinian cult as with the fasting and the carrying of torches. In the myth, when Demeter tries to find information about the where Persephone is, Demeter walked the earth for ‘nine days’, ‘with flaming torches in both her hands’ and not having any food or water to sustain herself (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 45-50).[footnoteRef:11]  In the Lesser Mysteries, the journey from Athens to Eleusis, initiates and followers carry torches in each of their hands. There is also an interlude in the ceremonies with nine days of fasting meaning not having any food or water.[footnoteRef:12] Just like that mentioned in the myth, to symbolize Demeter’s journey to find information about her missing daughter shows that in this part of the myth it explains rituals and also creates a clear link of influence between the Eleusinian mysteries and the Hymn to Demeter. [11:  (March, 2008)]  [12:  (Morford, 1999)] 

	A Direct Link between the Hymn to Demeter and the Eleusinian mysteries is the creation of the Mysteries. In the Myth, Demeter instructs the kings to create the mysteries and tells them the ‘celebration’ and informs them of her rites that will be carried out in the mysteries (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 470-485).  The myth shows a direct influence on ritual practices with the creation of the cult but also creating ceremonies and acts that would be carried out at the cult.  	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, another link between the Hymn to Demeter and the Cult is the secrecy that surrounds it. In the same section with the creation of the Mysteries, the myth says ‘which no one may transgress in anyway’. This influences the cult hugely as only the followers would know the full going’s on of the Mysteries. This is clearly seen in the very little evidence of the cult and so little is known about the cult. Most Physical evidence of the cult is from the site of Eleusis from Archaeology digs of the area. Secrecy of the cult was tight that only people initiated into the Greater Mysteries were allowed to see the sacred symbols or Anaktoron.[footnoteRef:13]   [13:  (Editors, 2017)] 

	Another element of the Eleusinian Cult that is influenced by the Hymn to Demeter was the dromena.[footnoteRef:14] This was one of the main things done at the cult were they would enact events in relation to the cult. In the Eleusinian cult they would enact different parts of the myth but mainly would enact the reunion of Demeter and Persephone. This clearly shows a relation between the myth and the ritual practices as part of the myth becomes the basis for some of the rituals performed and what more object is related to the myth are shown (deiknymena) and some things in the myth are explained (legomena) allows direct ability of the myth to explain and have a direct influence over the cult.  [14:  (Mylonas, 1947)] 

	One of the influences of the myth outside of the cult in the Thesmophoria Festival. One of the main influence from the Hymn to Demeter is that when Demeter receives hospitability in Eleusis with Iambe, she makes Demeter smith with jokes after the taking of her Daughter (Homer, The Homeric Hymns, 200-205). This becomes a reason for why women make ribald jests (jokes) at the festival in Athens. [footnoteRef:15],[footnoteRef:16] This clearly explains that the Hymn to Demeter had a clear influence over a festival that was dedicated to her, that was outside Eleusinian mysteries.  [15:  (Morford, 1999)]  [16:  (Kershaw, 2007)] 

	In summary, the Hymn to Demeter shows the myths ability to explain the influences the myth has to ritual practices in Ancient Greece in the Main form of the Eleusinian mysteries. Influences of the myth can be seen in the cult through where the ritual takes place overall or specific pin pointed places, the time of year when the two different rituals take place. The Eleusinian mysteries performs sacrifices, fasting and they carry torches that further shows the influences of the Hymn to Demeter on the cult. The Hymn to Demeter influences one main thing outside the cult, this is the Thesmophoria festival. The Eleusinian mysteries is the main element that was created from the myth but also the secrecy of the cult was kept due to the myth which further shows the myths ability to influence ritual practice in Ancient Greece. 
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