What factors contribute to some victims choosing not to report their crimes? Evaluate the reasons and implications of underreporting in the context of the criminal justice system.
Within this assignment there will be information regarding the factors on why individuals may not feel the need to report a criminal activity to the criminal justice systems. Some of these factors may affect the individual solely or potentially the individuals surrounding them. Unfortunately, studies have shown that there has been an increase in individuals who may not feel the need or want to report a criminal activity or behaviour. According to the Office for National Statistics, (2018), the highest recorded statistic which was listed for individuals not reporting criminal activity or behaviours was that the Police Service couldn’t and wouldn’t do anything. As individuals should have the ability to put their trust and safety into the Police force, if the individual believes that the police service can’t do anything, this doesn’t show as much support as researchers and reporters would expect. The statistics should that there was a 33% of the public who felt this way. 

The next factor, which was listed on the Office for National Statistics, (2018) census, was that within England and Wales, the public felt that the criminal activity was too trivial or simply not worth reporting. A potential reason for this could be that the individual may think that the crime is too minor for the criminal to receive any form of punishment. An example of a minor crime could be a common assault, drunk and disorderly, low-level shoplifting, or even a minor road traffic offences such as speeding or driving without due care and attention, (BurtonCopeland, 2025). An individual who lives within a particular area that may have a higher crime rate might see these as a criminal activity not worth reporting. Within the court the classification which would be considered for these crimes are known as Summary only. These crimes will only be dealt within the Magistrates Court only. Another classification which is used within the Criminal Justice System is labelled as Either way. The types of crimes which are dealt with here are theft, burglary, assault occasioning actual bodily harm, possession of controlled drugs with the intent to supply. These forms of criminal behaviours are often dealt within either Magistrates Court or the Crown Court. Then lastly, there are the crimes which get dealt within the Crown Court Only. These are murder, rape, robbery, wounding or inflicting GBH with the intent. 

Unfortunately, individuals within the public may not feel the need to turn to the Criminal Justice System for the more “minor” criminal activities. Another factor which should be taken into consideration is the individual’s age. The individuals age can be older or younger, but they may still feel the same way. If the individual is of a younger age, they may feel that by telling someone within the police force about a crime they witnessed, they may not be taken seriously, especially if they are under the age of 18. Another consideration is that the younger individual may feel threatened or unsafe by telling a police officer something they saw. This could be because the individual who has committed the crime may threaten the child. However, oin the other end of the scale an older individual may also feel the same way. However, if the individual is of an older generation, they may not actually know about the crime they have just witnesses. A key example of this is fraud. An older individual may already struggle with today’s technology, so unfortunately makes them more vulnerable to online fraud. According to AgeUK, (2019), statistics have shown that an older person within England and Wales becomes a victim of fraud every 40 seconds. A survey was carried out within England and Wales, showed that one in every 12 individuals who responded to the survey who were also aged over 65 were a reported victim of fraud. This accounted to over 800,000 individuals in England and Wales only. 

Another factor which should be taken into consideration is that if the individual feels that they are being judged by their friends and relatives. If an individual witnesses a criminal behaviour which has been conducted by a friend or relative, they may not feel the need to report the crime in fear of being judged and disregarded by that person. According to research, one of the most common criminal activities that take place within a family is child abuse. Child abuse is form of domestic violence where an adult, and not necessarily the parent of the child, causes harm to a child under the age of 18. This can be in different forms, it can be physical abuse, emotional abuse or even verbal abuse, (NSPCC,2025). The signs of abuse aren’t always visible to the eye. This can also be in the form of child sexual exploitation, child trafficking and even criminal exploitation and gangs. However, the other forms of abuse can be domestic abuse and emotional. Sometimes these can show signs but not always. If the individual is surrounding by criminal behaviour, they can be at a higher risk of emotional abuse. According to the NSPCC, (2025), the definition of emotional abuse is when someone humiliates or constantly criticises a child, threatens or shouts at a child or any individual, and many more other things. If the individual already feels threatened they are less likely to tell someone within the criminal justice system about the criminal activity or behaviour they have been involved in or witnessed. 

Another factor which should be taken into consideration is if the individual has already sustained emotional distress in any form this can then cause the individual to become more withdrawn and less communitive. This is one of the biggest factors to consider when considering when an individual doesn’t explain the criminal activity or behaviour to anyone. When an individual becomes withdrawn, a key sign to look for is when the individual no longer wants to do the things they used to enjoy, or the individual would prefer to stay in rather than going out with friends or family. However, according to NeuroLaunch, (2024), this is can sometimes be missed as the other individuals around them might think that the individual who has become withdrawn is become an introvert. By an individual isolating themselves from people, work or the things they used to enjoy doing this can affect their self-esteem and self-motivation to do anything, including their daily routines. 

When considering all of these factors and many more, it can have a detrimental effect on the criminal justice system. One of the reasons for this is because if individuals within the public don’t say anything about these types of criminal activities, they will go unrecorded. This will then affect the statics and levels of crime rates within that area. This will then also affect the individuals who work within the criminal justice system because if the criminal activity or behaviour goes undetected the criminal justice system cannot do anything to prevent this criminal activity from happening again or to have the correct measures put into place to prevent any form of escalation. 

According to multiple research companies there are some strategies which can be put into place to prevent criminal activity or behaviours. However, this isn’t always possible. Some of the strategies can include community involvement and the community police partnerships. However, this isn’t always possible because the public aren’t always compelling and forthcoming with information. This can sometimes then affect individuals within the criminal justice system as in order for this strategy to work they need to be able to trust the member of the public with the information being provided. Another strategy which the criminal justice system suggest is situational awareness and education. This form of strategy of prevention can be taught within educational systems as this can target the younger generations and make them aware of a form of criminal activity or behaviour which should be told to the criminal justice system including the police force. However, this can sometimes be difficult as individuals within the younger generations may not always pay attention and sometimes may also feel embarrassed to ask questions or come forward with information which could help. 

Another thing which should be taken into consideration with regards to the criminal justice system is that the public may sometimes feel that even when they do report the criminal activity or behaviour it can go without consequences for the criminal. If the individual who has committed a criminal activity and they haven’t been punished in any way they may feel that they can continue with the criminal activities and may think they can get away with anything and everything. This then links onto another consideration which when an individual has been caught the punishment and sentencing sometimes may need not seem as valid for the public safety. Individuals within the public may think that the punishment or sentencing may not seem justified enough for what that they have done. As research has shown according to the Penal Reform International, (2025), there has been an increase of levels of overcrowding within the prison system. This has a great impact on the individuals within the public and even the criminal justice system. By there being overcrowding this can sometimes mean that individuals who have committed criminal behaviours or activities may sometimes be placed onto a different form of punishment such as house arrest. The Penal Reform International, (2025), also states there has been over 118 prisons within a variety of countries which have exceeded their maximum occupancy rates. It also states that there are 11 national prison systems at more than double their occupancy capacity. This problem can sometimes be linked to the funding which has been provided by the criminal justice system. By the criminal justice system having a low budget to work with this sometimes means that the prisons and other systems within the criminal justice system or even the health care professions are left with no options other than to continue with what they normally may do. 

When considering all these different factors and how they can affect the criminal justice system, it is possible that some of this can be prevented. There are strategies which have already been put into place but are not working within the public should be changed in order for them to work more efficiently. However, there are other strategies which should also be put into place that the criminal justice system should also consider. When working with the public this can sometimes cause issues with trust and miscommunications which then prevent the criminal activity or behaviours being prevented or even stopped entirely. A key aspect which should be considered is that the public will always want justice and to see that the criminal prevention strategies are working whether it is more surveillance around towns and cities, more criminal officers on the streets, or even that the criminal justice system providing a harsher punishment for criminals who have committed bigger criminal activities. 

In conclusion, there are many factors which should be taken into consideration whether it affects the public or the criminal justice system, the main individuals which should be affected and corrected is the member of the public. 
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