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Abstract
It has been 60 years since capital punishment was legalised in the United Kingdom and many considerations need to be understood and it is seen as a social debate regarding the ethics, morals and legislation surrounding this form of punishment. While some see capital punishment as a deterrent to crime and justice for victims’ others highlight the possibilities of wrongful convictions and human rights concerns regarding taking another life. 

This research starts at the beginning with the history of capital punishment. Then it looks in depth at how countries where capital punishment is still legalised today and what current statistics tell us about its use. Also, considerations of current legislation that prevents the use and where the United Kingdom currently stand on this. 

This research includes primary research which was compared to secondary research to see if there are any trends in responses. The conclusion from the responses was that the majority of respondents do believe the UK should reintroduce capital punishment. Even though this the UK is adamant that the reintroduction of capital punishment will never happen and continue to promote the abolishment. 
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Chapter 1- Introduction

It has been 60 years since the abolition of Capital Punishment in the United Kingdom is it time for this to be reconsidered and reintroduced back into the criminal justice system?
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc196729387]History

Capital punishment also known as ‘The Death Penalty’ by many has been a controversial form of punishment and is highly debatable due to numerous opinions surrounding ethical and moral perception (Richards and Smith, 2014). Capital punishment has existed globally for centuries and the form of punishments and crimes resulting in death has changed over the years. Back in the 10th century in Britain hanging was the most frequent method of punishment and in the reign of Henry VII, which was between 1457-1509, it was estimated over 72,000 people received the death penalty (Bridges, 2022).  Going forward to the 18th Century where in order to control crime due to not having a professional police force in those times the ‘Bloody Code’ was created to threaten people to prevent them from committing crimes (Bridges, 2022). Between the 1600s to 1800s, the number of crimes punishable by the death penalty increased from 50 to over 220 (Walliss, 2014). During this time punishment was mainly from public executions by hanging for numerous crimes from petty crimes such as theft, property crimes, murder, and treason.
The Bloody Code came to an end in the nineteenth century due to the Reform Act (1832) where Parliament allowed independent MPs who advocated putting an end to the Bloody Code, and this is when prisons and a professional police force began coming into force (Seal, 2008). We see changes being made to end the ‘Bloody Code’ by the Home Secretary at the time Sir Robert Peel who believed strongly in reforming the criminal justice system and prisons. Leading up to the Reform Act (1832) Sir Robert Peel initiated the Gaols Act (1823) this act meant that the government had to impose certain standards in prisons which helped reform prisons and conditions of the prisons. A few years later the first centralised policing system was created by Sir Robert Peel which started in London and became known as the Metropolitan Police in 1829 (Lambert, 2024). Sir Robert Peel fought strongly for the Reform Act (1832) as he believed that criminals deserved an opportunity to reform themselves instead of receiving death as a punishment and because of his efforts, he reduced the number of crimes punishable by death by 100 (UK Government, 2024b). By 1861 only five offences became punishable by death and those were murder, treason, espionage, piracy with violence and arson in royal dockyards and these were carried out inside prisons rather than a public execution (Bridges, 2022).  Going forward a few years the Children and Young Persons Act (1933) prohibited the use of capital punishment for anyone under the age of 18 before this it was for those under 16 years old.
Eventually in the United Kingdom capital punishment came to an end under the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act (1965) defined as ‘No person shall suffer death for murder, and a person convicted of murder shall be sentenced to imprisonment for life’ this act abolished capital punishment for all cases in the United Kingdom. However, this act did not formally pass for all offences until 1998 as between 1965-1998 murder was the only offence still allowed to receive the death penalty as punishment (Brown, 2015). The introduction of the Homicide Act (1957) meant a specific criterion would have to be met in order for the offender to receive the death penalty as punishment meaning the number of executions began declining over the years. 
The last execution that took place in the UK was on August 13th, 1965, of two men Gwynne Evans and Peter Allen. Both were found guilty of the murder of John West and were sentenced to the death penalty through the form of hanging (BBC News, 2014). In 1998 we saw the Human Rights Act (1998) being made which formally abolished the death penalty as seen in Article 2 ‘Right to life’. This article states how everyone’s life is protected by law and in no circumstances can a person receive a sentence of execution regardless of the crimes committed. However, there are specific circumstances under the Human Rights Act (1998) where if a person is killed by public authorities, it will not be a breach of Article 2 if it is self-defence or in defence from someone else of unlawful violence, lawfully arrest or prevent someone from escaping lawful detention and to stop a riot. Public authorities must be able to prove that it was absolutely necessary and proportionate to carry out.
[bookmark: _Toc196718147]As we stand today currently in the UK there is a prison overpopulation crisis, and crimes are increasing. As of October 2024, the UK Government (2024a) statistics show there are around 100,000 prisoners in the UK which includes Scotland and Northern Ireland with over 87,000 being in England and Wales. Due to the overcrowding in prisons, the UK Government has had to do an emergency release plan where so far over 2,800 prisoners serving five years or more have been released early to free up space in prisons across England and Wales (BBC News, 2024). This shows the current struggle within the UK with crime rising, overpopulation and prison figures being at their highest level. Due to this would reintroducing capital punishment be beneficial to help with this matter?
1.2 [bookmark: _Toc196729388]Objectives

This research question focus is ‘It has been 60 years since the abolition of Capital Punishment in the United Kingdom is it time for this to be reconsidered and reintroduced back into the criminal justice system’. There are three objectives targeted to answering this question which are as follows:

1. How is capital punishment used globally? Capital punishment is still used around the world so researching how it is used and taking international perspectives into consideration to help understand how capital punishment works in the 21st century compared to in the past. 

2. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of reinforcing capital punishment? Considering if any changes in crime statistics would be made as if there are changes how would this affect the prison system and criminal justice system? Also getting an understanding of the reasonings why capital punishment was abolished in the United Kingdom.

3. [bookmark: _Toc196718148]What legislation would need to be considered if it was to be reintroduced and what would prevent the reintroduction? Also, consider ethical and moral perspectives. Research as to whether there has been discussion within parliament and the government in recent years of capital punishment to be reconsidered.

[bookmark: _Toc196729389]1.3 Structure of the Paper

[bookmark: _Toc196718149]The structure of this paper is as follows. Chapter 2 will be the literature review where each objective will be focused on in-depth to get a better understanding of capital punishment and answer these objectives to get closer to see if capital punishment could be reconsidered to be reintroduced in the United Kingdom. The in-depth research will allow the ability to better answer the research question and taking in a variety of considerations to help build towards the conclusion. Chapter 3 will be focused on research methods on how information will be collected in order to help research this topic and be able to collect opinions and perspectives from the public to get a wide understanding of views on capital punishment. Chapter 4 will be the findings from the research method in chapter 3 where all the findings will be collected and analysed to see if there are any correlations in answers and opinions and what factors to consider. Chapter 5 will be the overall conclusion of this research paper where all information and data collected will be gathered and considered to help conclude what was discovered in this research and what conclusions have been made to answer the question.
[bookmark: _Toc196729390]Chapter 2- Literature Review 

This chapter will focus on In-depth research into the main three objectives set out for the research question.
[bookmark: _Toc196729391]2.1 Objective 1

[bookmark: _Hlk195098745]To begin with, look at how is capital punishment still used globally to get a deeper understanding and also consider international perspectives. Currently, 112 countries in the world out of 195 have completely abolished capital punishment however 144 have abolished the death penalty in law or practice meaning over 50 countries still have capital punishment fully (Amnesty International. 2023). As of 2023, there were over 1,150 executions recorded globally which is an increase of 30% compared to 2022 even though the number of countries that carried out executions has decreased to only 16 countries (Amnesty International, 2023). Some of those countries included in the 16 to carry out executions recently are China, the United States, Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia with China being the leading country for executions.
The issue with statistics on the use of the death penalty is many countries such as China which has the world's biggest population of over 1.41 billion it is said each year thousands are executed however no statistics are available due to state secrecy meaning we are unable to see the extent that capital punishment is used (Amnesty International, 2023). Due to this, the Human Rights charity ‘The Rights Practice’ (2021) which promotes human rights is working with China to offer recommendations on how they use capital punishment due to the unknown high number of executions. In China, there are 46 crimes which can result in execution which include non-violent crimes such as robbery and drugs related offences the high number of offences with execution as punishment and it not being just for the most serious offences may explain the reason statistics are unavailable (Wang, 2023). Iran has the second highest rate of capital punishment executions with 823 executions in 2023 a 43% increase this is the country with the most executions where statistics are public compared to China (Iran Human Rights (IHRNGO), 2023). 
International human rights prohibit the use of the death penalty for anyone under the age of 18 at the time of the crime even under the Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) and as stated in Article 40 most countries have the age of criminal responsibility no lower than 12 years of age. However, in Iran, girls as young as 9 can be sentenced and for boys, it is 15 years of age this is due to there being no set age of criminal responsibility but instead it is looked at from the age of maturity in puberty (Staines, et al 2021). In 2023 Iran executed 5 individuals under 18 (Amnesty International, 2023). This is an alarming factor as it goes against international law.
In Iran you can receive the death penalty for murder, and drug offences, protesting with 56% of people executed in 2023 were due to drug offences (IHRNGO, 2023). Under intentional law, you cannot give execution as punishment for drug offences making Iran executions unlawful. The United States is in third place with 24 executions in 2023 now comparing this figure to Iran the difference is enormous one reason may be due to in the USA each state has their own law with regards to capital punishment with 27 out of 50 states still have capital punishment legalised however 6 of these states have prohibited the use whereas in Iran the whole country follows the same law (Bieber, 2024). In the USA you can receive capital punishment for what is known as ‘capital offences’ which are split into three categories homicide offences, treason and espionage and drug offences not involving a killing (Congressional Research Service, 2023). Comparing the types of offences which result in execution In China, Iran and America there are many more offences for which you can receive execution in China and Iran many of which would be considered non-lethal compared to the USA which uses it for the most lethal offences. 
The widest form of execution used is through lethal injection which both China and America use this is an injection that consists of three chemicals which are sodium pentothal which acts as an anaesthetic, pancuroinum bromide which paralyses the body and potassium chloride which stops the heart (Hickey et al, 2023). The lethal injection can take a few minutes to fully kill someone it does vary from person to person. This form of execution is seen as more humane compared to Saudi Arabia where beheading is the main form of execution (Reprieve, 2017).
Overall looking at all these international perspectives the number of countries still legalising capital punishment is decreasing however specific countries such as China and Iran are increasing the number of executions each year. Different forms of executions are being used globally and each country's laws on age of criminal responsibility and offences classified for capital punishment are extremely different.
2.2 [bookmark: _Toc196718151][bookmark: _Toc196729392]Objective 2

Objective two focuses on referring back to why capital punishment was abolished in the UK. Also researching what are the advantages and disadvantages of capital punishment and how these may affect a country and its people. 
Capital punishment has now been abolished for over 60 years in the United Kingdom and the process of this abolition began when the Homicide Act (1957) was set in place. After World War 2 some MPs began to think due to the thousands of lives lost in the war they began to reflect on the value of human life and spent over four years gathering evidence from prison, experts in law, and executions to decide how would they abolish the death penalty and what punishment could be used instead for crimes such as murder (Knowles, 2015). 
One reason capital punishment was abolished is due to concern of those who are ‘mentally ill’ being punished through execution this is when Section 2 of the Homicide Act (1957) was created which stated a person must have suffered from an ‘abnormality of the mind that sustainably impaired his/her mental responsibility for her/his acts in order to be convicted of manslaughter instead of murder’. This is seen in the case of Ruth Ellis in 1955 who was the last woman hung in the UK. Ruth Ellis was convicted of the murder of her partner David Blackley who she shot and killed (Robinson, 2020). The uproar with her case was that she should have been convicted of manslaughter instead as they believed she suffered from ‘battered woman syndrome’ which describes the psychological state of mind of women who have been repeat victims of intimate partner abuse (Dutton and Painter, 1993). Arguments state also Ellis should have been convicted of Section 3 Provocation of the Homicide Act (1957) which states “When on a charge of murder there is evidence on which the jury can find the person charged was provoked to lose his self-control”. In Ellis’s case arguments say she was provoked to the killing of her husband due to the psychological and physical abuse sustained by her husband such as being punched in the stomach resulting in a miscarriage 10 days before the killing (Ballinger, 2012). Due to her execution being in 1955 and the Homicide Act changes regarding diminished responsibility did not change until 1957 at the time she couldn’t be charged under this however, she should have been charged with provocation. Also, the court was aware of the abuse she sustained from her husband, yet she was still convicted of murder. Her case was re-opened R v Ellis (2003) and now judges say if these laws were in place, then Ruth Ellis should have been convicted of Section 3 Provocation and Section 2 diminished reasonability under the Homicide Act (1957).
Under Section 52 of the Children and Young Person Act (1933), the minimum age of execution was raised to 18 years old instead of 16 the last young people being executed in the United Kingdom were Willaim Gower 17 and Charles Dower 18 for murder in 1889.  The Commission also looked into alternative methods of executions as hanging is what method was used in the UK compared to the USA which used lethal gas and electrocution (Knowles, 2015). Even though this they agreed that the British ‘long drop hanging’ method was the best method of execution created by Wiliam Marwood who was an executioner as it was seen as more rapid and clean due to the length of drop compared to regular hangings (Walton, 2022). 
Now looking at the advantages and disadvantages of the death penalty firstly looking at the use of capital punishment from a financial perspective many people believe it is more affordable for taxpayers if criminals were given punishment of the death penalty rather than life imprisonment however statistics in the USA say otherwise. In the United States research has shown that in an analysis of 32 states the average death penalty case costs over $1.44 million dollars (McFarland, 2016). Looking specifically at the state of Texas who have the largest number of executions each capital case costs $2.3 million dollars which is three times more than the cost of maximum imprisonment in a maximum-security cell (Costanzo, 2025). The reason a capital punishment case is much more costly is due to the extensive investigation, people involved and numerous processes that the case must go through before a person can be officially executed. These figures show that it is much more costly in the USA to have capital punishment and far more financially less to give people life without parole.
A major concern with the death penalty is surrounding those who are wrongly convicted through a miscarriage of justice and figures say since 1973 at least 200 people in the USA have been exonerated from death row due to wrongful convictions (Innocence Project, 2025). The case of Damion Thibodeaux in the USA where he spent 15 years in prison on death row for murder and rape he did not commit. However, his case was reopened, and it was found after DNA tests and forensic evidence he did not commit those crimes, nor was the female sexually assaulted but his DNA was never on the scene (Morris, 2021). The reason for his guilty confession was due to police extensive police interrogation and sleep deprivation. This raises major concerns with doubts about the public services and criminal justice system's ability to thoroughly investigate a case before making life-changing convictions and whether they are being coerced to confess being guilty resulting in innocent people being imprisoned or killed. 
Furthermore, a concern regarding the discriminatory application of the use of capital punishment sentences especially towards ethnic minorities has always been a deep-rooted issue. Statistics show as of 2023 sentences show that black males are 63% more likely to receive a harsher sentence than white males who commit the same crimes (McIlvaine, 2023). A famous case that brought this issue to light in the USA was McCleskey v Kemp (1987) where an African American man was convicted of murdering a white police officer and sentenced to death row in Georgia, USA. Due to this, they brought up the ‘Baldus Study’ which was a study conducted in the 1970’s by criminologist David Baldus who analysed the racial discrimination and arbitrariness of capital sentencing in Georgia. After studying more than 2,000 cases of murder in Georgia between 1973 and 1979 it was discovered black defendants who killed white victims were 4.3 times more likely to be sentenced to death row than white (Baldus et al, 1983). Even though the court in McCleskey's case argued there was no evidence of racial bias in his case and this case created precedent making it harder to use evidence of studies of racial disparities to overturn a death sentence decision however did highlight the racial bias in the criminal justice system.
From researching the advantages of the death penalty there are three main points known as the three legitimate penological objectives. First, is general deterrence which is that if humans know that if they commit crimes there is a chance of receiving the death penalty this should help discourage and instil fear as a form of prevention (Oldenkamp, 2008). Essentially it is seen as a form of intimidation however there have been debates whether the death penalty does deter people from committing crimes. An example would be if you compared the UK homicide rates to the USA which population difference would affect this as there are 273.5 million more people living in the USA compared to the UK. Statistics from the National Office of Statistics (2024) show in the year ending of 2024 there were 570 victims of homicide offences in the United Kingdom. Compared to the USA there were over 19,500 cases of murder in 2023 (Statista, 2025). This is a large difference considering the death penalty is legalised in the USA they still have a high number of homicide rates compared to the UK. Population would need to be considered but this partly tells us that some people are willing to commit heinous crimes even if they know the death penalty is a potential punishment. 
The second penological objective is specific deterrence meaning giving an offender the death penalty as punishment would mean they would never be able to commit any other crimes again or have a chance of being released as they would have been executed. This can be seen more in victims’ families in the sense of closure and reassurance that the offender will never be able to commit another crime again. 
Thirdly is retribution this is the criminological theory that offenders should receive a punishment in proportion to the severity of their crime (Thareja, 2024).  Some believe that the punishment of offenders is if a person kills another then their punishment should match that severity which would mean receiving the death penalty this can be seen as the saying ‘an eye for an eye’.
These three penological objectives' main focus is on retribution and justice and on personal opinions on what is whether it is morally correct rather than the advantages it has financially or statistically.
[bookmark: _Toc196718152][bookmark: _Toc196729393]2.3 Objective 3

In the 21st century, the criminal justice system and legislation are stricter than ever before and nowadays there is legislation in the United Kingdom to protect lives and the prevention of the use of capital punishment. 
The UK is a member of the European Convention of Human Rights (ECHR) Act (1951) which is an international human rights act with 46 member states.  This act sets out 14 articles that represent basic human rights and fundamentals with protocol 6 prohibiting the use of the death penalty under Article 2 ‘Right to life’. The UK then used these articles to implement into their own act which is the Human Rights Act (1998) which sets out the fundamental rights every human in the UK is entitled to and includes 16 articles. Article 2 is ‘right to life’ meaning in no circumstances can anyone or the government end a person’s life. This article also means that the Government can protect and take measures to safeguard individual's lives such as high-profile offenders to prevent the risk of them being targeted. 
The UK is also ratified by The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (1991) which completely abolishes the use of the death penalty for all crimes with no exceptions in war or national emergencies. How this differs from the ECHR act is under protocol 6 the use of the death penalty is prohibited in peacetime meaning it can be used in cases of war and emergency. This means countries can still be a part of the ECHR act however it is a voluntary option to also abide by the ICCP. In 1997 the UK chose to abide by this protocol along with other countries such as France and Canada which demonstrates a strong statement of being against the death penalty.
Alongside these pieces of legalisation is the Murder (Abolition Death Penalty) Act (1965) which also permanently abolishes the use of the death penalty in the United Kingdom.
A major factor to consider is the use of capital punishment is used for the worst crimes mainly homicide crimes. As previously mentioned in 2024 570 people were murdered in the UK which is a low-rate crime compared to other countries such as the USA homicide is not among the top crimes committed crimes in the UK and did decrease by 4% in 2024 (Office for National Statistics, 2025). As of the year ending September 2024, the Crime Survey for England and Wales shows Fraud was the top crime committed in the UK followed by Theft and Violence. These crimes need to be taken into consideration as you could question whether it would be better to concentrate on stricter laws and punishments for crimes that have the most effect (Office for National Statistics, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Toc196718153]Currently, the United Kingdom has no future plan to legalise capital punishment and the latest discussion on this matter was in 2019 when the UK Government (2019) made a statement saying that the “UK believes that its use undermines human dignity and there is no conclusive evidence of its deterrent value”. The UK is also helping encourage countries where the use of capital punishment is still legalised and in full support of the United Nations General Assembly program to proclaim a global moratorium on the death penalty and voted ‘Yes’ in 2024 regarding this (United Nations General Assembly, 2024). Due to this, it seems the UK Government and Parliament are standing strong on not reintroducing capital punishment.
[bookmark: _Toc196729394]Chapter 3- Research Methods

This chapter will be all about research methods and the different types of methods that will be used in order to build a broad understanding of the research question and gather data and perspectives from a range of sources and viewpoints. 
3.1 [bookmark: _Toc196729395]Research Philosophies 

When it comes to research methods there are three philosophical research paradigms to consider which are positivism, interpretivism and critical theory. Positivism focuses on the use of empirical evidence which are things we can measure, observe and experience in order to gain knowledge from it (Khanday et al 2024).  Auguste Comte a French philosopher brought positivist research to light and challenged ways of thinking by needing scientific evidence to prove a point rather than relying on speculation and human experiences (Khanday et al, 2024). This is when quantitative data is used which is data that has been collected, measured and analysed into statistics to identify patterns and relationships of information such as through the use of questionnaires (Lim, 2024). The advantage of this is data collected can be proven with evidence to back up a point.
Secondly is interpretivism which focuses on the opposite of positivism and focuses on research through the means of human relationships, behaviour and social interactions (Pervin and Mokhtar, 2022). This is when qualitative methods are used which is collecting information from methods such as interviews, focus groups and case studies which allow for an understanding of human behaviour, emotions and experiences (Lim, 2024). The advantages of this are being able to gather information from different perspectives allowing for a wider range of viewpoints and understandings. 
The final paradigm is Critical Theory which originates from a group of authors known as ‘The Frankfurt School’ whose theory focuses on building an understanding of the world around us but also how it can be changed. It focuses on historical backgrounds and how it has shaped today’s society looking at social, economic and political factors (Thompson, 2017). The theory is used by critiquing the different biases, inequality and powers around us that have shaped the world. 
In this research mixed methods of both qualitative and quantitative methods will be used as statistical data will be analysed and gathered but also looking at human experiences and historical context to build an overall understanding.
3.2 [bookmark: _Toc196718155][bookmark: _Toc196729396]Research Methods

Inductive and deductive are both research methods that could be used. Inductive research involves collecting relevant data for the topic and then analysing the data to look for patterns in order to develop a theory (Salah, 2024). Deductive is when you begin with a theory relevant to the topic and then analyse data to make a hypothesis on whether it supports or contradicts the theory (Salah, 2024). For this research, a deductive approach will be used as the research question is based on a hypothesis as to whether capital punishment should be reconsidered to be reintroduced or not and using data already available and new data to support or reject the theory. 
[bookmark: _Toc196718156]Primary and secondary data both of these data sources will or have been used to conduct this research. To begin with, secondary data is data that has already been collected, analysed and published this can be from sources such as Government websites, academic journals, and books (NCVO, 2025). Secondary data provides the ability to draw upon trends and patterns from evidence and data already published which can then be used to compare to primary data. Primary data is data collected by the researcher in order to gain their own data to gather further views on the research topic. Primary data can be collected from interviews, questionnaires, and experiments but for this research, a questionnaire will be the chosen method.
[bookmark: _Toc196729397]3.3 Research Strategy 

A questionnaire is the best option for this research as it allows for a standardised and structured way of collecting data from a wide perspective (Taherdoost, 2022). A questionnaire will allow for specific questions tailored to the research topic to be asked and for it to be in a controlled format allowing the ability to gather a wide range of responses allowing for a broader perspective. The information gathered will allow for a better understanding of the opinions of citizens of the United Kingdom on whether capital punishment should be reintroduced or not. 
The questionnaire will only be able to be answered by anyone living in Wales, England, Scotland and Northern Ireland this being as this research is focused on the reintroduction of the United Kingdom meaning it needs to be answered by those who live here as that is who it would affect. The questionnaire will aim to achieve a minimum of 100 responses this number is suitable as it is not limited to a small minority and for this research there is only limited time to conduct this.
3.4 [bookmark: _Toc196718157][bookmark: _Toc196729398][bookmark: _Toc196718159]Data Collection and Analysis 

This survey will be conducted through Microsoft Forms which allows for an easy format making it accessible to be answered by people on all devices allowing for a wide target audience. The limitation of this survey is it will only be available online due to the limited time available to collect responses meaning it may lead to a gap in responses from the older generation due to technology difficulties. 
Once all data has been collected it will then be analysed using Microsoft Excel where the data for each question will be broken down and looked into to analyse for patterns and trends in responses (Indeed,2025). Graphs will be created to visually see the comparison of responses from specific groups to build a rapport if there are connections between responses. The data can then be used to interpret the majority view on capital punishment this is important as it gives the ability to see responses from those who would be affected by capital punishment. This primary data can then be compared to secondary data to see if there is any correlation between the responses from other research. 
3.5 [bookmark: _Toc196729399]Ethical Considerations

Before conducting this research, an ethics form was created and submitted to approve the chosen research method. Secondly, all participant information will be anonymous meaning they will not be identifiable which allows for more responses and honest answers. This is important due to the nature of this topic. All respondents will be made aware of this at the beginning of the questionnaire and that it is voluntary for them to participate. I will also provide my email address as a means of contact on the questionnaire if any participant has any concerns.
[bookmark: _Toc196729400]Chapter 4- Findings

This chapter focuses on analysing my research to interpret the data collected to build a wider understanding of the results. My questionnaire involved 16 questions with five questions being general information to collect a rapport on the demographic of the responders and a further eleven questions on capital punishment. The survey was live for four days and all responses were electronically collected with an overall of 185 responses. 
[bookmark: _Toc196718160]At the start of the survey, an explanation was given to explain the purpose of the survey and brief informative information on capital punishment to make responders aware of the research topic. Responders were also made aware that the survey is completely anonymous, and they will not be identified in any way. The benefit of an anonymous survey is it allows people to give honest answers and a higher response rate as people know they will not be identified nor receive judgment from their answers, especially on sensitive topics (Tourangeau and Yan, 2007).
[bookmark: _Toc196729401]4.1 Demographics Analysis

Graph 1

The first two questions of the survey asked respondents about their age and gender. The reasoning for this was to see if there were any trends in regard to how certain age groups and genders think regarding capital punishment. It also allows us to see which group was represented mostly and the results show that 146 (79%) out of 185 responders identified as female and 21% were male. The highest age group overall with 24% of respondents being over 60 and the lowest number of responses was from those under 18 being only 2%.
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The third question asked respondents about their religion to also see if religion can affect the responses due to religious beliefs around the killing of another human. Many religions were given as options, but the graph shows that 44% of responders are not religious and the second highest being 35% are Christians. As a result, it suggests that the majority of responses were not based on their religious beliefs but on their own opinion.
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The purpose of the question ‘What is your race?’ was to see if race may affect responses and also how diverse the responders of the survey were. As seen on the graph 181 of 185 respondents identified as White making it 98%. Respondents were also asked ‘What Country do you live?’ this is due to this research being specific to reintroduction of capital punishment in the UK meaning it would only effect those living here. 96% of respondents live in Wales and the other 4% live in England. According to the 2021 Census 82% of people in England and Wales are White and 18% belong to black, Asian, mixed or other ethnic groups (UK Government, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc196718161][bookmark: _Toc196729402]4.2 Research Specific Questions Analysis 

These sections focus on analysing the results from the specific questions asked on Capital Punishment. As mentioned in Chapter 3 this primary data will be compared to secondary data to see if there are any patterns in responses from other research and if views have changed over the years.
Graph 4

The purpose of this question was to see respondents’ opinions on whether the UK made the right decision in abolishing capital punishment to begin with. As seen in the chart the majority answer of 50% of respondents disagree meaning they do not believe it was the right decision to abolish capital punishment.  When the UK Parliament abolished capital punishment the public had no say in the matter only those in the House of Commons and House of Lords had a vote due to the UK having a democratic system it meant only elected officials could have a say. In the House of Commons, the votes were 355 voted for abolishment and 170 voted to keep capital punishment (Brown, 2015). The vote then went to the House of Lords with 204 votes to 104 for yes to abolishment (Brown, 2015). Both house's majority agreed to the abolishment. Due to this, an argument could be made that the public should have also been able to vote as they did not get a say in the abolishment meaning we do not know the public's view at the time.
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The seventh question was to see the current opinions on whether UK citizens believe that the Government should reintroduce the death penalty and the majority answer of 59% (109) was ‘Yes’. A UK-based research company called ‘More In Common’ which researches public opinion on challenges the UK faces and is approved under the British Polling Company conducted a recent poll on the death penalty in January 2025 of 2,009 participants in the UK asking participants ‘Do you think the UK should reintroduce the death penalty?’ and results show 55% said ‘Yes’ (More in Common, 2025). This suggests that many UK citizens still feel strongly about the death penalty however as previously mentioned the UK Government is standing strong on no reintroduction. Debates could be made about whether a poll should be held to get a wider opinion of the whole of the UK to get an opportunity to see if a majority vote would still be the result.




Graph 6 



	








This graph demonstrates the responses from the variety of different offences options where participants could choose multiple as an answer to get an insight into what offences people believe capital punishment should be a consequence for. The top three offences voted were Murder 121 votes (25%), Terrorism 92 (19%) and Human Trafficking 66 (14%). There is no surprise Murder was the top voted and globally it has always been the main crime that the death penalty was used for as punishment. Comparing these figures again to research by the organisation More in Common (2025) 72% also voted murder as the top crime. An interesting factor is that ‘Drug Offences’ was the second least option voted yet according to Amnesty International (2025) 40% of death penalty executions in 2024 were related to drug offences however these were carried out unlawfully in countries such as China and Iran.
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Question nine asked respondents to vote on how acceptable or wrong they believe capital punishment is and results show 36% voted ‘Not wrong’ followed by 20% saying ‘Completely acceptable’. These results suggest that the majority do not believe that capital punishment is completely ethically or morally wrong. This is an interesting discovery as it is a huge social debate surrounding ethics and whether punishing someone by death is acceptable or not, but this survey tells us majority do not see an issue. Even though the Human Rights Act (1998) prohibits the use of the death penalty under Article 2 ‘right to life’ and Article 3 ‘freedom from torture, and inhumane or degrading treatment’.
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Question ten was to gather if reintroducing capital punishment people believe it would help reduce and deter crimes in the UK and results show that 35% say ‘Somewhat effective’ followed by ‘Very effective’ 34%.  Overall majority believe it would be effective however research shows that there is no solid evidence that capital punishment Is effective in deterring crime and lowering crime rates. Research by the Abdorrahman Borromaund Center is an organisation which promotes human rights awareness in Iran and their research on 11 countries' murder rates after the abolition of the death penalty 10 years later shows 10 out of 11 countries had lower murder rates overall when capital punishment was abolished (Abdorrahman Borromaund Center, 2018). These were countries such as Bulgaria, Poland, and Ukraine and the graph created below by the Abdorrahman Borromaund Center displays this change clearly with the red dotted line decreasing.
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Question eleven was to get an insight into what method of punishment people agrees with as the way of ending a person’s life under capital punishment. This question was multiple choice, and results show that ‘Lethal Injection’ with 133 votes (76%) was a clear choice followed by ‘Hanging’ with 18 votes (10%), ‘Other’ with 11 (6%), ‘Firing Squad (5%) and ‘Beheading 4 (2%). These specific options were given due to them being the most known methods of punishment and are still used in countries where it is legalised. The lethal injection is the most commonly used method of punishment, and the USA has used it over 1400 times since 1976 (Death Penalty Information Centre, 2025a). Lethal Injection is seen as a more humane way of ending a person’s life and less violent compared to beheading which is still used in Saudi Arabia.
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Question 12 was to get an insight if legalising capital punishment would make people feel safer 51% of respondents said ‘Yes’ and 31% said ‘No’ with the remaining 18% unsure. Assumption can be made the reasoning for over half responding with ‘yes’ is if the idea that known the worst types of offenders are locked away and receiving the death penalty reassures people that those offenders will never be able to be released to strike again as they will eventually be killed. 
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This question's responses regarding the possibility of rehabilitation were very close in responses as the graph demonstrates the top answer was that rehabilitation should weigh ‘Some weight’ with 57 (32%) responses followed by ‘Little or no weight’ with 53 (30%) and then ‘A lot of weight’ with 50 (28%). These results imply that whether an offender can be rehabilitated rather than receiving the death penalty should be taken into consideration to some extent. Rehabilitation has become much more of a focus on the modern-day criminal justice system and is seen as a better way forward instead of punishing criminals. Rehabilitation is an integral part of the UK criminal justice system with over £200 million pound invested by the UK Government into rehabilitation for UK prisoners (Malthouse, 2022).
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This graph shows that 44% of people believe if the UK reintroduced capital punishment it would impact the UK positively whereas 36% say it would have a negative impact and 19% are not sure about the reputation it may have. The reasoning behind this question was to see if people think having capital punishment legalised may affect how the UK is portrayed internationally. Currently, the United Nations and countries that have abolished capital punishment are working together to encourage countries that continue to legalise the death penalty to abolish it to continue a trend of “evolving understanding of human rights and justice” (United Nations, 2025). Due to this reintroducing capital punishment would bring a negative reputation from an international perspective so this would be a factor of consideration.
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As the graph displays 58% which was 103 resposes said ‘Yes’ that they believe that the death penalty should be applied equally to all regardless of any factors such as previous convictions, background etc. This was to get an insight to see do you people think it matters if the offender is a first-time offender or a repeat, but the majority voted ‘yes’ meaning they don’t believe previous convictions should be taken into consideration.
[bookmark: _Toc196718163]Graph 14 
Graph 14 displays people's views on whether they believe reintroducing the death penalty would have a positive or negative impact on victim's families seeking justice the majority believe it would have a ‘Positive’ impact with 62% the other 22% are ‘Unsure’, 9% say ‘Negative’ and 7% believe it would have ‘No impact’. This is a rather complex question as only those who have truly been victims of offences or have lost loved ones can truly understand the effects as it is very personal. One victim called Jonathan Mann who lost his father to murderer Thomas Knuff in the USA said “I want this to be over and it is not over” he also believes money would be better used to improve victim services rather than towards executions (Death Penalty Information Center, 2025b). In contrast to this Shelli Milner sister to Donnie Milner, one of four murder victims of Gilbert Ray Postelle said, “To know he will never walk this earth again gives me a little more peace than I had yesterday” (Death Penalty Information Center, 2025b). Both victim's families have contrasted opinions on the death penalty, and it shows how different families cope with grief and receive closure. 
[bookmark: _Toc196729403]4.3 Analysis Conclusion

The hypothesis of the primary research was that the majority of respondents 59% are for the reintroduction of capital punishment and throughout the analysis there was a continuous trend for the use of the death penalty.
[bookmark: _Toc196729404]Chapter 5- Conclusion

This chapter will conclude everything that has been discussed and researched in order to find an answer to the research question
“It has been 60 years since the abolition of Capital Punishment in the United Kingdom is it time for this to be reconsidered and reintroduced back into the criminal justice system?”
[bookmark: _Toc196718164][bookmark: _Toc196729405]5.1 Objective 1- How is Capital Punishment used globally? 

This first research objective was to get an understanding, and a wide perspective of how capital punishment is still used around the world. This objective allowed an understanding of what countries still legalise this form of punishment and how they use it in different legal systems. Research shows that currently only 50 countries still legalise the death penalty out of 195 which tells us that this number is only ever decreasing rather than increasing as more and more continue to abolish the death penalty. This factor highlighted that the fact is the chances of the UK ever reintroducing capital punishment are extremely unlikely. Even though this the number of executions is increasing each year which is causing an alarming issue for Human Rights charities and activists, especially in countries such as China where state secrecy does not allow for death penalty statistics to be known. 
There are still numerous different methods of execution being used globally from lethal injection, firing squad, electrocution and beheading so no ‘new’ methods have been used over the years. Lethal injection is now the most commonly used whereas when the UK had the death penalty hanging was the method used. Majority of countries legal age of criminal responsibility is 12 and nobody under 18 years of age under the Human Rights Act (1998) and the Conventions of the Right of the Child Act (1989) can receive the death penalty however in Iran children under 18 can be punished with execution which goes against these laws. The fact that children are receiving the death penalty is an alarming factor and morally and ethically is not right.
[bookmark: _Toc196718165]Even though the death penalty is supposed to be used for the most serious and prolific offences 56% of executions in 2023 were for drug offences (IRHNGO, 2023). Over the years the offences for which the death penalty is punishment for has clearly changed but for it not to only be kept for serious offences such as murder is seen as a cause of concern.
[bookmark: _Toc196729406][bookmark: _Toc196718166]5.2 Objective 2- What would be the advantages and disadvantages of reinforcing capital punishment? 

Objective two really allowed an understanding to consider the advantages and disadvantages the death penalty brings. It was discovered from statistics in the USA there is no financial benefit to having capital punishment if anything it is much more costly to have death row offenders compared to those not on death row. As previously mentioned, it costs three times more than the cost of maximum imprisonment in a maximum-security cell (Costanzo, 2025). There is still a concern over discrimination of the use of the death penalty and people being wrongly convicted which is a major factor why many are against it. 
With the advantages of capital punishment, there is no solid evidence of deterrence, lower crime rates or financial gain which then the advantages can be seen as possibly more towards people wanting justice and personal rather than anything else. Meaning with the current overpopulation crisis in the UK reintroducing capital punishment may not benefit this issue. Retribution for victims’ families and for some the idea of the offender no longer being able to commit an offence again and them receiving death as punishment is closure for some but not all.
[bookmark: _Toc196729407]5.3 Objective 3- What legislation would need to be considered if it was to be reintroduced and what would prevent the reintroduction?
There are more laws in place now than there ever were 60 years ago, and the implementation of Human Rights plays a much more crucial part in society than ever before. There are numerous pieces of legislation from the Human Rights Act (1998), The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) (1991) and the Murder (Abolition Death Penalty) Act (1965) all of which prevent the legalisation of capital punishment in the UK. There is much more concentration on ensuring everyone is treated fairly and with dignity than there was previously and what is seen as ethically correct. 
[bookmark: _Toc196729408]5.4 Research Conclusion 

Concluding an answer based on research and the fact the UK and the majority of countries are standing strong on abolishment of capital punishment it is clear that capital punishment will not be reintroduced in the UK. Even though this is the primary research conducted on the public's opinion on capital punishment is the opposite. The results from the survey clearly show that 50% of respondents believe the UK made the wrong decision in abolishing capital punishment 60 years ago. Then 59% of respondents do believe that the UK should reintroduce the death penalty and throughout the analysis, there was a continuous pattern of being for the death penalty rather than against it. This was an interesting discovery as from researching it was difficult to gather a reason for the death penalty as the majority of sources only have opinions against it. Consideration does need to be made that the survey did only reach a small audience of 185 people. 
For future research on capital punishment, it would be interesting to gather opinions from a wider range of people perhaps a survey available to all UK citizens to gather a much bigger audience in order to get a wider perspective to see where the majority stand on this matter. Academic constraints meant that only a limited time was available to gather responses to the survey. Another factor was the demographic of the primary research the respondents were 98% white, 79% female and 44% non-religious so it would be interesting to see if a more diverse group of respondents would give different results. 
The limitations of this research were that the majority of sources were against capital punishment meaning finding reasons for was difficult. Also, many countries who still legalise the death penalty keep their statistics secretive meaning gathering and understanding data and information on how it is used globally was difficult due to not having full access. The majority of statistics available were from the USA so having access to statistics from other countries and countries similar in size to the UK would be beneficial in order to make more similar comparisons.

















[bookmark: _Toc196729409]Reference List

Abdorrahman Boromaund Center (2018) What Happens to Murder Rates when the Death Penalty is Scrapped? A Look at Eleven Countries Might Surprise You. Available at: https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/3501  (Accessed: 10th April 2025).
Amnesty International (2023) Amnesty International Global Report Death Sentences And Executions 2023. Available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/7952/2024/en/  (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Amnesty International (2025) Global: Recorded executions hit their highest figure since 2015. Available at: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/global-recorded-executions-hit-their-highest-figure-since-2015/ (Accessed: 14th April 2025).
Baldus, D., Pulaski, C. and Woodworth, G. (1983) ‘Comparative Review of Death Sentences: An Empirical Study of the Georgia Experience’, Journal of Law and Criminology, Vol 74, (3).
BBC News. (2014) When murderers were hanged quickly. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-28688474 (Accessed: 22nd October 2024). 
BBC News. (2024) More prisoners freed early to ease overcrowding. Available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd1jxmrk11yo (Accessed: 23rd October 2024). 
Ballinger, A. (2012). ‘A Muted Voice from the Past: The ‘Silent Silencing’ of Ruth Ellis. Social & Legal Studies, 21(4), 445-467. https://doi-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1177/0964663912456034 (Accessed: 2nd March 2025).
Bieber, Ch. (2024) Death Penalty Laws By State 2024 Guide. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/advisor/legal/criminal-defense/what-states-have-the-death-penalty/ (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Bridges, P. (2022) Executions and death-penalty reforms in Britain. Available at: ‘https://www.londonmuseum.org.uk/blog/executions-and-death-penalty-reforms-in-britain/ (Accessed: 19th October 2024). 
Brown, T. (2015a) Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act 1965: 50 Years. (House of Lords Library briefing paper).  Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LIF-2015-0044/LIF-2015-0044.pdf (Accessed: 22nd October 2024).
Congressional Research Service (2023) Federal Capital Offenses: An Overview of Substantive and Procedural Law. Available at: https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/r/r42095 (Accessed: 28th November 2024). 
Convention of the Right of the Child (1989) Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Costanzo, M. (2025) Dismantling the Death Penalty: Research-Based Answers to the Essential Questions. New York: Oxford Academic. 
Death Penalty Information Center (2025a) Methods of Execution. Available at: https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/executions/methods-of-execution (Accessed: 13th April 2025). 
Death Penalty Information Center (2025b) Statements from Murder Victims' Family Members. Available at: https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/victims-families/statements-from-murder-victims-family-members (Accessed: 13th April 2025).
Dutton, D.G. and Painter, S. (1993) ‘THE BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME: Effects of Severity and Intermittency of Abuse’, American journal of orthopsychiatry, 63(4), pp. 614–622. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1037/h0079474 (Accessed: 6th November 2024). 
Ellis v R (2003) Court of Appeal, 3556.
European Convention of Human Rights (1953) Available at: https://coe.int/en/web/compass/european-convention-on-human-rights (Accessed: 6th February 2025).
Hickey, C., Andone, D. and Mullery, W. (2023) What happens during a typical three-drug lethal injection. Available at: https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/11/us/lethal-injection-execution-explained-dg/ (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Homicide Act (1957) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/11/enacted  (Accessed: 22nd October 2024). 
Human Rights Act (1998) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/schedule/1 (Accessed: 22nd October 2024).
Indeed (2025) How to Write an Analysis (With Examples and Tips). Available at: https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-an-analysis (Accessed: 10th February 2025)
Innocence Project (2025) Innocence and the Death Penalty. Available at: https://innocenceproject.org/innocence-and-the-death-penalty/ (Accessed: 1st February 2025). 
[bookmark: _Hlk183727528]Iran Human Rights (IHRNGO) (2023) Annual Report on The Death Penalty In Iran 2023. Available at: https://iranhr.net/media/files/Iran_Human_Rights-Annual_Report_2023.pdf (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Khanday, S., Mahaboob, K., Junaid, Md and Ahmad, M (2024). ‘Understanding Positivism: A Qualitative Exploration of Its Principles and Relevance Today’, European Journal of Theoretical and Applied Sciences, Vol 12 (6). Available at:  https://doi.org/10.14738/aivp.126.17986 (Accessed: 10th February 2025).
Knowles, J. (2015) ‘The Abolition of the Death Penalty in the United Kingdom’, How it Happened and Why it Still Matters. Available at: https://www.deathpenaltyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/DPP-50-Years-on-pp1-68-1.pdf  (Accessed: 6th November 2024). 
Lambert, T. (2024) ‘A brief History of British Police’. Available at: https://localhistories.org/a-brief-history-of-the-british-police/  (Accessed: 21st October 2024). 
Lim, W. M. (2024). ‘What Is Quantitative Research? An Overview and Guidelines’, Australasian Marketing Journal. Available at:  https://doi.org/10.1177/14413582241264622 (Accessed: 10th February 2025).
Malthouse, K. (2022) 'Reoffender Costs', UK Parliament: written questions, answers and statements, 9 March, Statement UIN 137323, Available at: https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-03-09/137323 (Accessed: 15th April 2025).
McCleskey v Kemp, (1997) US Supreme Court 481. 
McFarland, T. (2016) ‘The Death Penalty vs. Life Incarceration: A Financial Analysis’, Susquehanna University Political Review, (7).
McIlvaine, A. (2023) ‘Racial Bias and Death Penalty Cases: A SOAR analysis of Post Conviction’, Department of Social Work and Sociology. Available at: https://digitalcollections.lipscomb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1006&context=sws_capstone (Accessed: 4th February 2025).
More in Common (2025) More in Common- polling on the death penalty. Available at:  https://www.moreincommon.org.uk/media/odycjqqk/death-penalty-polling-mic.xlsx  (Accessed: 20th February 2025). 
Morris, P, (2021) Sentenced to death, but innocent: These are stories of justice gone wrong. Available at: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/sentenced-to-death-but-innocent-these-are-stories-of-justice-gone-wrong (Accessed: 2nd February 2025). 
Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act (1965). Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1965/71 (Accessed: 22nd October 2024).
NVCO (2025) Using secondary data. Available at: https://www.ncvo.org.uk/help-and-guidance/strategy-and-impact/impact-evaluation/planning-your-impact-and-evaluation/choosing-evaluation-methods/using-secondary-data/  (Accessed: 25th April 2025).
Office for National Statistics (2024) Homicide in England and Wales: year ending March 2024. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homicideinenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2024  (Accessed: 1st March 2025).
Office for National Statistics (2025) Crime in England and Wales: year ending September 2024. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/crimeinenglandandwales/latest (Accessed: 4th February 2025). 
Oldenkamp, D. (2008) ‘Civil Rights in the Execution Chamber: Why Death Row Inmates' Civil Rights in the Execution Chamber: Why Death Row Inmates' Section 1983 Claims Demand Reassessment of Legitimate’, Valparaiso University Law Review, Vol 42 (3). Available at: https://scholar.valpo.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1153&context=vulr (Accessed: 3rd February 2025).  
Pervin, N. and Mokhtar, M. (2022). ‘The Interpretivist Research Paradigm: A Subjective Notion of a Social Context’, International Journal of Academic Research in Progressive Education and Development, Vol 11 (2), 419-428. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.6007/IJARPED/v11-i2/12938 (Accessed: 10th February 2025). 
Reprieve (2017) 5 alarming facts about executions in Saudi Arabia. Available at: https://reprieve.org/uk/2017/11/21/5-alarming-facts-executions-saudi-arabia/ (Accessed: 6th November 2024). 
Richard, T.N. and Smith, M.D. (2014) ‘Current Issues and Controversies in Capital Punishment’, American Journal Criminal Justice, 40, 199–203. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-014-9254-6 (Accessed: 26th November 2024)
Robinson, M. (2020) ‘The Execution of Ruth Ellis in Pierrepoint (2005)’, The journal of popular film and television, 48(2), pp. 90–102. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/01956051.2019.1682505 (Accessed: 6th December 2024). 
Salah, S. (2024) Introduction to Research Methods. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379899185_Introduction_to_Research_methods (Accessed: 11th February 2025). 
Seal, L. (2008) 'Criminalisation and the eighteenth-century's 'Bloody Code', Criminalisation, 72, pp. 16-17. Available at: https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/sites/crimeandjustice.org.uk/files/096272508024 76726.pdf  (Accessed: 21st October 2024).
Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant (ICCPR) (1991) Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/second-optional-protocol-international-covenant-civil-and (Accessed: 6th February 2025).
Section 52 of The Children and Young Person Act (1933) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/23-24/12/section/52 (Accessed: 6th December 2024). 
Section 2 of the Homicide Act (1957) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/11/section/2 (Accessed: 6th December 2024).
Section 3 of the Homicide Act (1957) Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Eliz2/5-6/11/section/3 (Accessed: 2nd March 2025).
Staines, J., Aghtaie, N. and Roy, J. (2022) ‘Gendered Justice: Inequalities in the Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility in Iran’, Youth Justice, 22(3), 290-303. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/14732254211022854 (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Statista (2025) Number of reported murder and nonnegligent manslaughter cases in the United States from 1990 to 2023. Available at: https://www.statista.com/statistics/191134/reported-murder-and-nonnegligent-manslaughter-cases-in-the-us-since-1990/ (Accessed: 3rd February 2025).
Taherdoost, H. (2022) ‘Designing a Questionnaire for a Research Paper: A Comprehensive Guide to Design and Develop an Effective Questionnaire’, Asian Journal of Managerial Science, Vol 11 (1), pp. 8-16. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.51983/ajms-2022.11.1.3087 (Accessed: 11th February 2025).
Tourangeau, R. and Yan, T. (2007) ‘Sensitive questions in surveys’, Psychological Bulletin, 133(5), pp. 859–883. (Accessed: 5th April 2025).
Thareja, R. (2024) ‘Criminology And The Death Penalty: Exploring The Influence Of Criminological Theories’, International Journal of Advanced Legal Research, Vol 4 (2). Available at: https://ijalr.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/CRIMINOLOGY-AND-THE-DEATH-PENALTY-EXPLORING-THE-INFLUENCE-OF-CRIMINOLOGICAL-THEORIES.pdf (Accessed: 3rd February 2025).
The Children and Young Person Act (1933). Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/23-24/12 (Accessed: 22nd October 2024).
The Gaols Act (1823). Available at: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/laworder/policeprisons/overview/centralcontrol/ (Accessed: 22nd October 2024).   
The Reform Act (1832).  Available at: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/ (Accessed: 22nd October 2024). 
The Rights Practice (2021) ‘UN Universal Periodic Review of China. Mid-term Report’, The Rights Practice. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/TheRightsPractice_UPR_of_China_Mid-term_Report_November2021.pdf (Accessed: 27th November 2024). 
Thompson, M. (2017) ‘What is Critical Theory?’, The Palgrave Handbook of Critical Theory. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-55801-5_1 (Accessed; 10th February 2025). 
UK Government (2019) HRC40: UK Statement on the use of the Death Penalty. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hrc40-uk-statement-on-the-use-of-the-death-penalty (Accessed: 4th February 2025).
UK Government (2022) Regional Ethnic Diversity. Available at: https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/uk-population-by-ethnicity/national-and-regional-populations/regional-ethnic-diversity/latest/ (Accessed; 5th April 2025).
UK Government (2024a) Prison population: weekly estate figures 2024. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prison-population-figures-202 (Accessed: 23rd October 2024). 
UK Government. (2024b) Sir Robert Peel 2nd Baronet. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/robert-peel-2nd-baronet (Accessed: 21st October 2024). 
United Nations (2025) Abolition of the death penalty is gaining momentum worldwide. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2025/03/abolition-death-penalty-gaining-momentum-worldwide (Accessed: 17th April 2025). 
United Nations General Assembly (2024) ‘Promotion and protection of human rights: human rights questions, including alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms’, General Assembly, 79. Available at: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4069372?ln=en&v=pdf (Accessed: 4th February 2025). 
Walliss, J. (2014) The Welsh History Review. Wales: University of Wales Press. Vol 27, (1).
Walton, G. (2022) William Marwood: British Hangman from 1874 to 1883. Available at: https://www.geriwalton.com/william-marwood-british-hangman-from-1874-to-1883/ (Accessed: 8th December 2024). 
Wang, Y. (2023) ‘On the Abolition of the Death Penalty for Drug Offences in China’, Studies in Law and Justice, 2 (4). Available at: https://www.pioneerpublisher.com/slj/article/view/379/334 (Accessed: 27th November 2024).










[bookmark: _Toc196729410]Appendices

Appendix A- Primary Research Survey
[image: ]


[image: ][image: ][image: ]

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]







[image: ]

[image: ]
1. Graph shows the comparison of Age and Gender of the responders 



Total	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-60	60+	Under 18	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55-60	60+	Under 18	Female	Male	28	16	21	31	15	34	1	5	3	10	4	3	11	2	
Number of People




2. 'What is your Religion?'










Total	
Atheist	Christianity	None	Other	(blank)	34	64	82	4	1	

3. Graph to show the comparison of responders Race and the Country they live in.







England	
Mixed Race	Other 	White	(blank)	8	Wales	
Mixed Race	Other 	White	(blank)	1	2	173	1	
Number of People




4. 'Do you think the abolition of Capital Punishment in the UK 60 years ago was the right decision?'.




Total	
No	Unsure	Yes	(blank)	93	37	54	1	

5. 'Should the UK Government reintrodcue the Death Penalty?'




Total	
No	Unsure	Yes	51	25	109	

6. 'Should the UK reintroduce the death penalty for specific crimes? If so what?'




Total	
Drug Offences	Human Trafficking	Kidnapping	Manslaughter	Murder	Other	Rape 	Robbery 	Sexual Offences	Terrorism	5	66	24	21	121	19	63	4	61	92	Offences


Number of People



'How morally and ethically wrong do you believe capital punishment is?'


Completley wrong	Mostly wrong	Somewhat wrong	Not wrong	Completley acceptable	30	22	29	65	37	

8. 'How effective do you think the death penalty would be in reducing crime rates and deter crime in the UK?'




Total	
Ineffective 	Neither effective nor ineffective	Somewhat effective	Unsure	Very effective	33	18	65	6	63	

'If 'Yes' to the death penalty what method of punishment do you agree with?'

Lethal Injection	
133	Firing Squad	[VALUE]

8	Hanging	 [VALUE]

18	Beheading 	 [VALUE]

4	Other	[CATEGORY NAME]1

11	Method of Punishment

Number of People




10. 'Would you personally feel safer if the UK had capital punishment?'






Total	
No	Unsure	Yes	(blank)	57	33	94	1	

11. 'How much weight should the possibility of rehabilitation play in decisions regarding whether someone should face the death penalty?'



















Total	





A lot of weight	Little or no weight	Some weight	Unsure	(blank)	50	53	57	19	6	
Number of people



12. 'Would the reintroduction of capital punishment impact the UK's reputation internationally?' 
















Total	



No it would have no effect	Yes negatively	Yes positively	(blank)	35	67	82	1	


13. 'Do you believe that the death penalty should be applied equally to all offenders, regardless of their background, previous convictions etc?'


Yes	No	Unsure	103	47	26	

14. 'Do you feel that reintroducing the death penalty would have a positive or negative impact on victims' families seeking justice?' 


Postive	Negative	No impact	Unsure	113	16	12	40	
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Changes in Murder Rates in Ten Years Following Death Penalty Abolition
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University of Wales Trinity St David Professional Policing '
Dissertation Survey

Hello, my name is Lara, and | am currently in my third year of University at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD),
studying a degree in Professional Policing. | aspire to pursue a career as a Police Officer.

For my dissertation, | have been researching Capital Punishment and the question: "It has been 60 years since the abolition
of Capital Punishment in the United Kingdom - is it time for this to be reconsidered and reintroduced back into the
criminal justice system?”

This survey aims to gather data and understand how citizens of the United Kingdom view Capital Punishment and whether the
majority or minority believe its reintroduction would be beneficial in the UK. Capital Punishment was abolished in the UK in
1965, and it has been over 60 years since then. Despite this, it remains legal in over 50 countries worldwide. Capital Punishment
refers to a sentence where an individual is punished by death.

Important Information:

® This survey is completely anonymous.

Participation is voluntary.

Your responses will not be identifiable in any way.

The survey should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete.

All data collected will be used exclusively for academic research as part of my dissertation.
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3. What is your race? [}
O white '
O Black
(O Asian
(O Mixed Race
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Other

4. What country do you live in? [}

O wales
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2. What is your gender? [0
O Male
O Female
O Non-binary

O Prefer not to say

3. What is your race? [}

B O white
O Black
O Asian

O Mixed Race

J Computer

0 Mobile
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Current experience

1. What is your age? (1}
O Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44

45-54

55-60

60+
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8. Should the UK Government reintroduce the death penalty for specific crimes? If so what crimes?

[mn}
[ Mmurder

O

Manslaughter

Rape

Kidnapping

Human Trafficking

Sexual Offences

Robbery

Drug Offences
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Terrorism





image8.png
sl (e w)

CJ Computer  [J Mobile

< O ‘ ()  https:/forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=-REPTm4EBUWc...  B5  ¢¥%

& Back

6. Do you think the abolition of Capital Punishment in the UK 60 years ago was the right decision? ‘
0

O Yes
O No
O Unsure

7. Should the UK Government reintroduce the death penalty? [T}

O Yes
O No
O Unsure
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5. What religion do you identify with? [0
O Atheist
(O christianity
(O Buddhism '
O Judaism
O Islam
O Other
O None

6. Do you think the abolition of Capital Punishment in the UK 60 years ago was the right decision? v
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4. What country do you live in? [1}

O Wales
O England l
O Scotland

O Northern Ireland

O Other

5. What religion do you identify with? 1}

O Atheist

(O rhei
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O Unsure a

13. How much weight should the possibility of rehabilitation play in decisions regarding whether
someone should face the death penalty?
0

O A lot of weight
O Some weight

O Little or no weight

O Unsure

14. Would the reintroduction of Capital Punishment impact the UK's reputation internationally?
0

..
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|__J Drug Offences

Terrorism

Other

9. How morally and ethically wrong do you believe capital punishment is? [T}

O Completely wrong

O Mostly wrong |

O Somewhat wrong

O Not wrong

O Completely acceptable
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10. How effective do you think the death penalty would be in reducing crime rates and deter crime in
the UK today? [T}

O Very effective

O Somewhat effective
O Neither effective nor ineffective

O Ineffective

O Unsure |

11. If yes to the death penalty being reintroduced what form of punishment do you agree with? (1}

Lethal Injection





image14.png
< O ‘ (&)  https:/forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=-REPTm4EBUWc... B5 ¢ | [ n °

& Back CJ Computer  [J Mobile

11. If yes to the death penalty being reintroduced what form of punishment do you agree with? [T} a

Lethal Injection

Firing Squad

Hanging

Beheading

Other

12. Would you personally feel safer if the UK had capital punishment? [T} |

O Yes
O No
O Unsure 5
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14. Would the reintroduction of Capital Punishment impact the UK's reputation internationally?
0

O Yes positively
O Yes negatively

O No it would have no effect

15. Do you believe that the death penalty should be applied equally to all offenders, regardless of
their background, previous convictions etc.

0

O Yes
O No |

O Unsure
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16. Do you feel that reintroducing the death penalty would have a positive or negative impact on
victims' families seeking justice?
0

O Postive
O Negative
O No impact

O Unsure





