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-~ Research.Methodology

« Elaborate the evolution of Chinese characters about facial sense organs;
according to ancient Chinese characters, Annotations on Shuowen Jiezi,
Phonology of Chinese Character, and interpretations of different
scholars.

 Form personal opinion, based mainly on ancient characters in oracle
bone scripts, with the analysis of Annotations on Shuowen Jiezi,
Phonology of Chinese Character, and other interpretations.

| Only regard Shuowen Jiezi or Yucai Duan’s annotations as one branch

of interpretation, rather than centre enfthem or prove them. . :
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N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

v~48 B B H

B, 264 ‘B, w8 TH) 3.H47 TH) BEEN TH) SfX-BE By BER
B521037EE XEFEHAE
BEHA%E

* Shuowen Jiezi : Human eyes. Pictogram. Two horizontal
lines represents pupil.

* Personal opinion: Analogical change. Directional change.




Bone Script Bronze Inscription Small Seal in Shuowen Regular Script

& 2 B A

'f§, BA1854 g NEs &1 X 'f§) FRER
ErMERE] 5B

 Shuowen Jiezi : Eyebrow. Follow the radical of “B". It's
similar with the shape of eyebrow, and the upper part is like
the wrinkles of forehead.

Personal opinion: Pictogram.



N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

132 L&A

/

8, B2124 TR, RER R B11 '8, fE.Z=97 'R Y- TR EEER
5339841 B R EBREERL RER

 Shuowen Jiezi : Looking. Follow the radicals of “B” and “)L”.

 Yucai Duan’s annotations: “ R,” means “look”, while “48,” means

(o ))

see”. “R,” represents a person who is using eyes to look.
Associative compound.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

T A8 % R 73;'?. R g,

31 23765 TERR) 1 381 k(2). T8 BE.GE12 Ry s T8 BRER
RE10501 EfERH 8.2 - RE
391

* Shuowen Jiezi : Seeing. Follow the radical of “ &,” with the
sound of “~ (shi)”.

* Personal opinion: Semantic-phonetic compound. The

change of different phonetic sign. Rule of metathesis.




The Rule of the Evolution of

Chinese Characters

(Pictogram) = 5 (Associative compound )

l

#%, (Semantic-phonetic compound )

J& (Pictogram with additional components) l







N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

J v 8 R 8§ F

'E, #1382 [H) =E TH, @ 'H, iE.H 'H, X 'H | EBER
513631E8 HTERA 234 2,255 HER
BEHA%E

* Shuowen Jiezi : The sense organ for hearing.
Pictogram.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

A &8 % ¥ HE

r =
[B1, 75161 ﬁgji FHAZ B0, £12.04 TEI, BE.:E1 M) X MED, FRER
aqavgsm  SETIRIBRHAS HEB

P

e Multi-function Chinese Character Database: “22” in oracle bone script follows the
radicals of “ A (person) ”, “H(ear)”, and “ @ (mouth)”. The shape is like a person with
the emphasis of ear and mouth, indicating that the sound spoken by mouth is heard
by ears. The original meaning is listening, but later the character is borrowed to
represent “saints” and “virtues”.

 Personal opinion: Semantic-phonetic compound.

“TE"” (ting) is the phonetic sign.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

éd @ 2% &% /u\

B | 25522 T8&; KFHIAM 'B&, fE.E18 MiE ) 3 MB& ) BRER
577688 FAE R EAEE Y -HEf

 Shuowen Jiezi : Listening. Follow the radicals of “&”
and “%” with the sound of “F (ting)”.

* Personal opinion: Associative compound with phonetic

sign.




N e
\&S@ Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script

Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

: R

&) ¥1225532926FF 4 %) HEIAR52 HFF? SRX- Bl BER
Shuowen Jiezi : Sound. Follow the radical of “F” with the sound of “# (qing)”. “#&”
is the same with “Z” in large seal.

Fengyang Wang: In the ancient time, the meanings of “#” and “3%” are different. “&”
has a larger range of meaning.

Personal opinion: In bone scripts, the part in the bottom is “%~ whose sound is

more similar with the sound of “#”. Therefore, “#” is an associative compound
with the phonetic sign of “Z”.




Paronym







N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks

Regular Script

Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen
'8, B392 THI BERIE TH) &8 'B. 308 Bl X 'B. RER
833314 FMEARHSM B1.8 =k

Shuowen Jiezi: Nose. It’s like the shape of nose.
Yucai Duan’s annotations: It’s said under the radical of “£” that “‘g’
is pronounced as ‘32’.” Many characters following the radical of “8”

are associative compounds with the meaning of breathing, such as “ /g
(xie)” that means breathing laying on one’s back.



b " 4
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script

Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

'\l Ax-8% 'Hi1 BER

 Shuowen Jiezi: This is also “ 8 ”. Abbreviation of “ g ”. It means that the breath
comes out from nose, when one is speaking

* Personal opinion: “&” may pronounced as “3%” originally. Tonghe Dong imitates
archaic Chinese sound of “£” as [b"juad] and “é}" as [b"uak]. The initial
consonants of the two characters are the same. Main vowels are similar, while
auslauts are all plosives. In addition, “the breath comes out from nose” can extends
to the meaning of “speaking” that is one of the meanings of “5"”.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

086 06 6

B RiE jg%;%{’ﬁlfﬁnﬂ 21 81 "B RE. B M- =l
4832 Sie %34 SR

* Many scholars such as Xiaosui Yao think that “&" is like the shape of a human face or
head. In oracle bone script, “&” means “& 48 (chieftain or leader)”, which is extended
from the meaning of “head”. Xiaosui Yao further indicates that “&"” is open engraved
in human skulls, which can be one evidence of its original meaning of “chieftain”.

 Multi-function Database: In oracle bone script, it also means white color.

Personal opinion: Pictogram. Extend to the meaning of white color.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

I & =) &)
| R & R

2| §12.19.1 2, 28.F7.45 T2 BE3£83 2, s$hix- 2, BEER
£1098Z 48 2%

e Multi-function Database: “£” in oracle bone script follows

the radical of “ §” with the sound of “J(bi)”. “ 8" is like the
shape of nose and therefore means nose originally.
* Personal opinion: Semantic-phonetic compound.







N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

g e uid

rmy |11 'Ol &=f 'Oy BE.HE82 My #mx-OEp My EEER
R @&t
AEEhES

 Shuowen Jiezi: The organ that people use to speak
and eat. Pictogram.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

L ¢

'F) 24550 I&F) FHER &, E.H &1 X &1 FBER
B55328 R HAEE Bk FR74 5B

 Shuowen Jiezi: The organ in mouth that can speak and taste.
Follow the radicals of “F+" and “©2"”. “+” is also a phonetic
sign.

Personal opinion: Tongue of snacks. Pictogram.



N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

Ny E732-00EF6 o0 BRER

e Xuan Xu: It’s the same with “3 (huan)

fll/-" (l_,g";" (o JH-

* Yucai Duan’s annotation: Under the radical o , 22" and “E
(hua > same with ‘*%’) ” has the same meaning (noisy).
* Personal opinion: Associative compound by same radicals.




N e
M Bronze Inscription Qin Slips and Silks Regular Script
Bone Script Chu Bamboo Slips and Silks Small Seal in Shuowen

R RO

M, 20.EA.5 Mx,) BE.H Mk &R MEk, FRER
FH33% - OEB

 Shuowen Jiezi: Flavour. Follow the radical of “ 2" with
the sound of “&”.

* Personal opinion: Semantic-phonetic compound. Rule

of metathesis.
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