Reflective Account
College Course Level 3

My learning of the construction industry began in 2017 when I decided to enrol on a Level 3 “Technical in Constructing the Built Environment course”. I studied and completed the course after two years. This course gave me all the introductory knowledge on subject areas such as domestic and commercial construction, design and planning, surveying methods, building services, site management and digital programs such as AutoCAD. All my tutors on this course has worked within the industry and had a wealth of experience meaning that they could apply the knowledge that they were teaching me to real life examples of construction projects they had worked on allowing me to envisage and put the knowledge into perspective. 
As part of my level 3 course we went on field trips to sustainable home sites and steel frame manufactures. We learnt about the importance of insulation and got to see it being installed within the walls of the low energy homes. This was also an excellent opportunity for me and my classmates to be shown all the correct personal protective equipment as well as all the hazards on that particular site.
Work Experience
Another key learning experience I had was when I did work experience with Kier Construction. I competed my work experience at the site for Ysgol Newydd in Briton Ferry, Swansea. The project was a new steel frame primary school. My placement was for a week and I had the opportunity to shadow the site manager and head engineer for the project. This placement gave me a first-hand experience of the health and safety requirements on a real construction site and made me realise just how seriously health and safety is taken when working in the construction industry. Everyone on site including myself was required to wear personal protective equipment at all times as well having to sign in and out when leaving and entering the site. 

Also something that I found personally interesting in my placement was being able to see first-hand how underfloor hearing is installed within a building as I had never been taught about it but had always wondered how it worked from hearing it be mentioned many times by teachers and on property television shows.  
I’ve also had valuable learning experiences from others who are employed within the industry. I was introduced to Building Information Modelling (BIM) by a former classmate who now works in design. It’s from this classmate I got my first introduction to the software and what it actually does as well as him explaining to me why it’s useful within the construction industry and that BIM is useful process when constructing projects along with using the software Revit. 
University Experience
Since starting university, I feel I have made a of progress when it comes to learning about and using AutoCAD. I successfully drew plans, sections and elevations of a complex residential property. I learnt useful things such as how to use layers within a drawing and their importance for when it comes to looking back at completed drawings. However when completing my CAD assignment to improve I feel I could have spent more time practicing different drawing conventions and looking up tutorials about the general interface which would have resulted in my assignment being easier to complete instead of wasting time researching  various aspects of CAD whilst completing the actual assignment.  

For lectures where PowerPoints are used to present information I feel as If one of my strengths is taking accurate notes whether written by hand or on my computer. However, I feel a weakness which I could improve would be to ensure I review my notes consistently in order to ensure I fully understand all the material that was delivered in the lecture as well as looking back over resources that are uploaded to Moodle. 

Modules such as “Materials and Science” and “Construction Technology” have made me realise that sustainability is a key issue within the construction industry and that sustainability should be considered for all projects. From completing assignments for “Materials and Science” I have learnt that steel is very recyclable material so is seen to be fairly sustainable especially when used in parallel with prefabricated construction methods where buildings are constructed in controlled environments so waste is completely minimised and where the build process is much more efficient. 
When I think about the previous three months of studying at university, I identify the numerical aspect of the course as one of my weaknesses. By numerical I am referring to the calculations and formulas required in some methods. For example, I feel I need to revise and work more on the heat loss formulas that I studied in the “Material and Science” module. As well as this I feel I need to revise trigonometry and Pythagoras as they are essential mathematic formulas when it comes to building surveying. 

However, I feel my main weakness since starting university Is my overall lack of knowledge when it comes to construction. Even though I learned valuable information from my college course I feel my knowledge is limited compared to those on the course who are working/have been working in the industry whilst studying the course and sometimes feel as if I’m at a disadvantage by being a full time student. 
Finally, a mistake I feel I have learnt from since staring to write assignments for my university course is not recording my references as I complete the assignment as then I found myself struggling to find all the resources, I used to complete the assignment. I only made this mistake once and since then I have always added a reference to my bibliography as soon as I have decided to use it to complete a piece of work. 

Conclusion

Overall, I feel I have I gained a lot of knowledge in the relatively short time I have been studying construction and feel like my knowledge will be greatly increased by my degree course. However, I feel like some more site-based work experience would be very beneficial so I can apply the new knowledge that I am learning to real life construction projects. 
