Within this essay the author will demonstrate an understanding of 3 educational theorist’s and how their work has influenced policy and procedures.

The first theorist the author will be discussing is Burrhus Frederic Skinner.  B.F. Skinner was born in March 1904 in Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, USA. His father was a lawyer and his mother a housewife (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p. 70). He had aspirations of becoming a writer and enjoyed writing poetry, even writing to the poet Robert Frost enclosing some of his short stories, begging him to pass judgement and give advice on his career.  Following his reply Skinner enrolled in a psychology course at Harvard University. Skinner had previously read works by both Ivan Pavlov who had also lectured at Harvard University in 1929 and John Watson (Palmer, 2001, p. 59). 

He developed his own theory on operant conditioning whilst working at Harvard University during the 1930’s and 40’s.  Operant conditioning is a method of learning that occurs through rewards and punishments for a behaviour.  Pavlov’s classical conditioning is learning through association (McLeod, 2018).  During this time, he developed a box which became known as the skinner box which he used to conduct his experiments using rats and pigeons (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p. 72). Skinner observed that the rats quickly learnt that when sufficient pressure was applied to the lever in the box food would be dispensed. From this he deduced that a behaviour which is reinforced tends to be repeated, hence strengthening the behaviour. He also discovered that when there was no food reward the action would eventually die out (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p. 73).  It is important to remember especially when applying to education that it is the behaviour that needs to be addressed and not the individual displaying it and that this behaviour may be as a result of underlying issues (Bates, 2019, p. 34). 

Skinner described the learning process that can be applied in the classroom as firstly positive reinforcement or rewards such as praise, stars, stickers, thumbs up, free time as strengthening the behaviour and secondly negative reinforcers or punishments such as detention, loss of free time, exclusion can discourage or weaken the behaviours (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 58). 
Stickers and reward charts are a good way of allowing pupils to see how they are doing and take an active part in their behaviour management.  Although they would not necessarily work as well for secondary school age children as they might for primary.  

Also important to remember is that rewards and punishments only work if they are something that the child wants or fears. Positive reinforcement will have a longer lasting effect than negative reinforcement (Bates, 2019, p. 35). Many settings will also have a merit system in place were points can be awarded for good behaviour and removed for bad and prizes awarded accordinginly.

All setting will have a behaviour policy in place which all pupils and parents will be required to sign.  It will outline what is expected of pupils and staff in setting good examples, it should also give clear details of how schools will deal with poor behaviour, usually through a tiered system of punishments starting with warnings, through to exclusion from school. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Next the author will look at the work of Lev Vygotsky.  Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky was born on 17 November 1896 in Orsha, Russia to a middle-class Jewish family. His father was a bank manager and his mother although a trained teacher, stayed at home and raised their children.  They wanted the best education for their son but antisemitic sentiment and academic opportunities where insecure (Aubrey and Riley, 2019 p. 57). Initially Vygotsky studied medicine and then law at Moscow University but later graduated from the private Shaniavsky University with a degree in History and philosophy.  He enjoyed literature and especially the structure of languages and believed the use of speech and language to be of most importance to a child’s development.  It was between 1924 and 1934 that he completed his most influential work whilst working as a research fellow at Moscow Institute of Psychology.  He died from tuberculosis at the age of 38 in 1934 (Aubrey and Riley, 2019 p. 57).

Vygotsky believed that a child is born with the basic building blocks of cognition: these include visual recognition, memory, attention and speed of processing.  Vygotsky also believed that it was necessary to establish two developmental levels when providing learning opportunities to children (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 93).  The lower level is what the child can do independently and provides a baseline measure and the higher level is what the child can achieve with help and support from what he called Most Knowledgeable others (MKO) as those we can learn the most from.  He called this process of learning through social interactions the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) (Gray and Macblain, 2015 p. 100). 
Vygotsky also suggested that when the learner is in the ZPD they get a greater understanding of the subject which may have previously been beyond their level of comprehension (Bates, 2019, p. 19).

This help and support from MKO can be seen in action in classrooms every day from class teachers and teaching assistants (TA’s). As TA’s we work closely with peoples and we know what they can do without support and when to step in and give that little bit of help in order for the to complete or understand a task.  By setting tasks out into smaller more manageable steps we also provide the basis of the scaffolding approach referred to by Vygotsky (Bates, 2019, p. 48).
Vygotsky places a lot of importance on the roles of community and culture in the learning process (Bates, 2019, pg. 49).  This is not always the case as there will no doubt always be those who rise above the social norms or who sadly are failed by society such as Victoria Climbie and Baby P (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 105).

Finally, the author will be looking at Bruner.  Jerome Seymore Bruner was born in 1915 in New York, USA. He was educated at both Duke and Harvard University. He worked as a social psychologist during the second world war producing public information for broadcasting.  After the war he was thought of as one of the eminent thinkers of the time in regard to human cognition.  He became involved with work at relating to the modes of representation children use at the Centre for Cognitive Studies at Harvard University (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 134). He was interested in the strategy’s children use when faced with problems to solve and believed learning is not something that happened to an individual but is a process in which the individual is actively engaged.  This process is central to his theory of development and learning in which he also claims that individuals represent the world they live in, and their learning through three modes and differs greatly from other behaviourist who saw learning as a series of stimuli and responses or set stages (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 134). 

The first of these modes he referred to is the enactive mode this is concerned with actions, which ideally should take place in real life application, for example if we want to learn to divided 4 between 2 we could show how to cut a cake into 4 pieces and divided it equally between the two people (Sprout Learning, 2020).  
Next comes Iconic representation, this is when the real-life experience is put into picture format or image from our memories of the experience.  For example, we ask the children to draw the cake and show it divided into 4 pieces.  


Finally comes symbolic presentation when we ask the student to remember how the cake looked cut into 4 pieces and know associate that with the symbol for ¼ or 25% both of which equal 1 piece of the cake.  This association will allow students to use the language associated with the number of pieces of cake (Sprout Learning, 2020).

Through his concept of the spiral curriculum he believed that a child of any age is capable of understanding and learning complex information.  The information being presented needs to be structured so that the complex ideas can be taught at a simpler level first and then revisited and added to before reaching the most difficult or complex levels later on (Gray and Macblain, 2015, p. 134).  Both of these techniques are used in the classroom by teachers and TA’s every day.  We should be questioning for understanding and ensuring that our pupils are ready and at a stage to advance before moving on to learn new things.

In August 2010 the Welsh Assembly Government published Practical Approaches to Behaviour Management in Classrooms.  This is a handbook is for teachers and schools to refer to for help or advice on behaviour management and contains elements of all of the theories discussed in this essay. Skinners theory of rewards and sanctions for behaviour.  The use of language and how we communicate which Vygotsky believed was a key element in how children learn and also Bruner’s problem-solving strategies can all be found in this handbook (WAG, 2010).  
The 2015 Successful Futures report by Professor Graham Donaldson Wales will be introducing the New Curriculum for Wales in September 2022. This new curriculum will allow for schools to have more freedom in designing a curriculum for 3 to 16-year-olds that should be organised into six Areas of Learning and Experience and ensure a broad educational experience for all children and young people.  Which in turn will fulfil the four main purposes to ensure learners in wales will be ambitious and capable throughout their lives not just at school, enterprising and creative contributors to their communities and society, ethical and informed citizen’s and finally healthy, confident individual’s ready to face the challenges of work and life (Donaldson, 2015).
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