Why did Northern Ireland fail to establish political stability in the period between 1920-1967?
The political conflict in Northern Ireland was once intractable. It has proven to be a problem without a solution, since power sharing has been the only serious option that affected the country. Northern Ireland is a country that is composed of six counties of the province of Ulster. These six counties are Londonderry, Antrim, Down, Armagh, Tyrone and Fermanagh. The country gained its name due to the partition of Ireland in the late nineteenth century and has been in political, economic and religious instability ever since. Northern Ireland is a country that is populated with over 1.8 million people, it’s a part of the United Kingdom and shares a land border with the Republic of Ireland also known as Southern Ireland. Its politics has always been influenced by the need for Protestant control of the government and its mechanisms, despite the fact that others felt that its remaining part of where it originally stemmed from, was the best option for the country and everyone in it. During the year 1920-1967, Northern Ireland suffered a vast amount of devastation due to the fact that so many people had different opinions about the decisions made by the governing party. This essay would provide wide explanations about the partition of Ireland, the situations of the government and governing body that contributed to the political, economic, and religious factors of instability in the nineteenth century, as well as highlight the people who contributed to the violence and disruption within the country. 
The division of the population of Ireland into Southern and Northern that took place in 1920-1921 caused the separation of the people by political, religion and economicmical development of the country.[footnoteRef:1] The unionist wished that Ireland would remain a part of the government of the United Kingdom while the Nationalist wanted to become part of the Republic of Ireland and have self-government for the country, which was already a part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland from the year 1801. Since the partition in the 1921, Northern Ireland is perceived to be in an unstable state. The first Home Rule bill was introduced in 1886 by the prime minister at that time Mr William Gladstone, the Liberal party, and with the help from Charles Parnell who was the leader of the Irish Parliamentary party to create a law for Ireland that would be governed under the United Kingdom of Great Britain and more so to help with ending some of the problems within the country. Gladstone felt as though it was right to give back the country to its provincial Parliament, seeing that it was removed in the act of union in 1800. Nevertheless, this Home Rule was defeated because the protestant unionist felt as though it was an attempt to destroy the nation by allowing someone else to govern the country[footnoteRef:2]. They believed that once Ireland cut ties with the United Kingdom it would weaken the country, and other British Empires would attempt to do the same. The Irish Unionist formed a group called the ‘Irish Unionist Alliance’ to combat against the Home Rule. The ‘Irish Unionist Alliance’ gained their support from the United Kingdom Parliament, rich businessmen, professionals and clergy in Dublin, and even from their capitol Belfast; which contributed to the riots that erupted as they began to be considered as anti-Catholic. Subsequently, the attempt to have another Home Rule bill enforced in 1892 was also denied in the House of Lords although it had successfully won majority of the measures in the House of Commons. As time went by and the country continued to be in a deteriorated state, it was time for the people to elect someone as prime Minister to control the land.  [1:  (Thomas Hennessey, A History of Northern Ireland, 1920-1996:2000)]  [2:  (Hennessey 2000)] 

The Government of Ireland Act began its operation in 1921 to aid creating a peaceful, and stable settlement within the community of Northern Ireland, for the protestant majority within the six counties[footnoteRef:3]. They hoped that “this can be achieved through the operation of a council of Ireland”. It was perceived to be the best solution towards the Irish problem. During the first election to the new Northern Ireland parliament, Edward Carson declined the offer to be elected as the First Prime Minister of Northern Ireland having this honour then falling to James Craig in 1920. James Craig held on to the title as Prime minister until his death in 1940. James and his group saw themselves as the political and military victors of the struggles caused in the early and mid-1920’s. In the course of his reign, he partnered with Edward Caron as they had the authority in governing the country and encouraged his people of Belfast to vote because nominating the Northern Quota in the council of Ireland fell upon the Northern MPs to help prevent the Southern parliament from extracting the rights and privileges of the people of Ireland. In trying to find a solution to the problem, the government set up a committee under the former leader of the Irish Party, to develop new scheme of self-government for Ireland. During his travel in 1920 to Northern Ireland, he discovered that the Ulster Unionist was persistent in having a parliament of its own that would help with the governance of the country and better security to eliminate the feeling of fear amongst anyone. James Craig also expressed that without this Parliament, constant attacks would be made upon them by their enemies (Britain), which would lead them having to interrogate in the Dublin Parliament which is the last thing they would want to do. While on the other hand, the Nationalist claimed that the Unionist wants to oppress the Catholic minority, and they expressed that the protestant and Catholic should be governed by the parliament in Westminster. The controversy of which parliament should be held accountable of the governance of the country was so hostile, it led to the separation of treatment to the Ulster. The Nationalist indicated that they want to be left alone and “go hand in hand with the Great Britain as one nation with Great Britain”.  [footnoteRef:4]As a result of this, the Irish Party campaigned for self-government. The Irish Republican Army which was the military wing of Sinn Fein declared a separation not knowing that once this bill is pasted there is no turning back, and it would be impossible for them to freely engage with other unions within Ireland. People began to show their concerns in the party as they questioned their next move; what are their plans and how would it be carried out? Nevertheless, they portrayed themselves as having stability in each other and great faith in the Great Britain whom they are dependent on. The Government of Ireland bill was cleared and became a law in 1920 “creating two new jurisdictions with their own parliaments”; Northern Ireland to be consisted of six countries and Southern Ireland held the remaining twenty-six whilst the supreme authority in the United Kingdom remained unaffected and undiminished. This means that even though Northern and Southern Ireland have their own parliament, the United Kingdom still has control over every single part of the country. After this law was ruled, members from the Northern government were invited to the parliament held in the United Kingdom to discuss matters which they were restricted from having an opinion on. They were not allowed to take any administrative action towards its people unless it was on a religious equality basis, their fiscal powers, levy to income tax, customs and excise were restricted. The parliament was held so that they can make “laws of peace, order and good governance of Northern Ireland”. [3:  (Sabine Wichert , Northern Ireland since 1945:1999)]  [4:  (Hennessey 2000)] 

 The level of violence began to increase in the country because the Irish Republic Army started attacking the British forces of Ireland killing hundreds of people including the Catholics and as a result of this, the British government recruited its former members of the Army to assist the Royal Irish Constabulary in having this riot under control. The heavy tensions between the Catholic nationalist and the Protestant loyalist, allowed violence to take a turn on the people of Ireland in the 1960’s and ended with the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. This conflict was known as “The troubles” because these people were fighting so that they can end discrimination against the Catholic/nationalist minority caused by the protestants and local authorities, to have equitable access to the political powers, social provision, cultural recognition. This riot stemmed from the political, nationalistic and historical events held in Northern Ireland and is described as the worst political violence in the western Europe[footnoteRef:5]. There were many complaints of discrimination and unfair treatments posed to the Catholic by the protestant since Southern Ireland gained its independence in 1921.  The Troubles were consisted of mostly republican, loyalist members and the British state security forces. This riot left about 3000 people dead and more than 30,000 people injured. They used firearms, bombs, weapons, fire, stones as a way to express their feelings causing many destructions of people’s homes, businesses and churches. The troubles were then brought to an end to cease all violence against Northern Ireland by signing a declaration to the Belfast agreement stating that they agree to withdraw any form of brutality. This agreement also allowed Unionist and Nationalist to share an equal amount of power within the country. Another part of this agreement was to allow Northern Ireland to remain within the United Kingdom unless they are voted otherwise by the Northern Irish. Although historical evidence has shown that violence against each other has ended, the political conflict is still on going.  [5:  (Financial Times, Northern Ireland- A legacy of Division:2022)] 

The Catholics also played a major role in the political stability in Northern Ireland.  Catholic Ireland was ruled by Great Britain from the 12th century, to the year 1920. During that time, the eastern Ulster felt threatened and was offered little to no safeguarding for the protestant minority in a Home Rule Ireland and it was the same for the Catholic minority in Northern Ireland. The Catholic minority refuses to accept and corporate with any information or laws given by the unionist government, seeing that their wish to be ruled from Dublin had not been fulfilled. They felt discriminated and after refusing to appoint representatives, they were left to make the decisions on the education for their children. By this abandonment, they had to be dependent on the hands of the priest allowing protestants to attend Catholic school. Lawmakers and law enforcers were distrustful of Catholic loyalists because they had declared their religious allegiances. The Home Rule conflict has been the dominant conflict in Ireland’s history. It has affected the Catholic Ireland minority which is made up of nationalist who believed that an Irish parliament would be dominated by the Roman Catholic Church, hence the phrase "Home rule is Rome rule”. They feared that if they allowed otherwise, they would lose their civil and religious liberties.


The economy within Northern Ireland has been afflicted by the ongoing conflict within the country, causing employment to decrease by over forty percent. People became heavily dependent on Great Britain in order to maintain a proper standard of living and the level of violence increased, further contributing to the disruption and decline of the world’s economy in the 1970’s. 
A Belfast newspaper argued that “If Ireland were to be allowed to self-determine itself out of the United Kingdom, then why should Ulster not self-determine itself out of Ireland? Ireland it was claimed, had not got there right to become independent, because it was not a nation but a part of a nation, the British nation”. While one can agree with this sentiment, I believe that having your own government to help with the development of the country would be the most ideal action to take; someone who lives within the country and understands the level of poverty, racial discrimination and all other aspects that would contribute to the betterment of lives, especially in a highly populated country, would have great impact on each life. After the political violence in Northern Ireland, people begged to question what was the purpose of it for it served no purpose within the country than caused more hatred and discrimination against each other. According to Jonathan Tonge he explained that the way in which Irish Republic Army campaign, it may overlook the extent of the way political violence more so, threat of violence against each other, has formed and reshaped Northern Ireland[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  (Jonathan Tonge, Northern Ireland:2006)] 

In conclusion, the political state of Northern Ireland today is still in its devastating state, struggling with problems of hatred and distrust that affected them in the past. Not only are there physical barriers but you can be marked out as either being a protestant or Catholic by your name which can affect the employment rate within the country[footnoteRef:7]. The country has been in economic distress. Northern Ireland is still poorer, has low productivity, and young people who seek for better opportunity, which intern, stunts its future prospects. This is all due to the politics amongst the people, the sectarianism and the segregations that they strongly believe are stuck in the past. The division of the country and political sector have even affected the education revolution, as there are only eight percent of the schools that are fully integrated, and because the students are required go to school within their faith, whether it be Catholic or Non-Catholic. This has affected the churches in a case where you are only welcomed according to your religion, and has also contributed to issues as it relates to marriages amongst the Irish people. Researchers, in describing Northern Ireland’s future, have highlighted the conflict between the choice to be had in the country remaining a part of the United Kingdom or deciding to stand in unity with Ireland under self-governance. This in my opinion, would only be made possible by allotting a great deal of time to settle peacefully without putting up barriers fuelling further disagreement, and by disallowing the division of faith to continue ruling the country. [7:  (News 2022)] 
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