Good quality, consistent education for children and young people is important for several reasons. According to FutureLearn (2021) it is believed by some that education is to learn and develop intellectually. Whilst others believe the purpose of education is more for social and moral needs to teach children to understand society. Other perceive education as purely a component of economic management, preparing children for their future careers. “Education is the engine of our economy, it is the foundation of our culture, and it’s an essential preparation for adult life” (Gibb, 2015) From all perspectives, it seems education is fundamental for global society, and it can provide opportunities for all.
“Without education, no social, health, economic and political progress is possible. Investing in education is therefore essential for the future of the world” Action Education 2022
Education empowers children and young people as it allows them to gain knowledge, skills, make informed decisions, achieve their goals and contribute to society. It is crucial for unlocking human potential, creating inclusive societies and building a greater future for everyone. UN (2020) indicates that education allows individuals to climb the socioeconomic ladder and can be a vital pathway out of poverty. Furthermore, quality education allows gender equality whilst minimising inequalities and is key for fostering tolerance, contributing to the development of more peaceful societies. UNCRC (1989) Article 29 states education must encourage children’s respect for human rights, respect for their parents as well as their own and other cultures and prepares children to be in a free society with peace, tolerance and equality of sexes. According to Their World (2024) education is one of the basic human rights for everyone and having an education is important to enable everyone to reach their full potential in life. Having an education also enables people to access other fundamental human rights fully. Furthermore, education can contribute to improving individual’s quality of life and opportunities as well as helping reduce poverty.
The writer will be discussing what barriers to education there are in Kenya particularly focussing on gender inequality and poverty whilst comparing with policies, frameworks and theories such as Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and ideology of White Saviourism. Mararo (2022) says particularly in times of crisis, girls especially can face many barriers to educations including poverty, sexual and gender-based violence, teenage pregnancy and child marriage.  Girls from Turkana host communities in Kenya, as well as urban refugee girls living in the Eastleigh informal settlement in Nairobi, all face challenges at every level of education. These challenges can make it difficult for them to learn effectively due to their high levels of vulnerabilities, including factors such as poverty, lack of resources and access to such resources, discrimination and other socioeconomic barriers. Nasibi (2015) states the development of a nation is at it’s highest point when it offers a quality education and is relevant to the needs and ambitions of the population. The aim is not solely individual growth and development but also aim to drive the desired societal change whilst safeguarding the cultural and societal values of the country. The history curriculum is ideally placed to facilitate a transformation in society as it addresses a wide range of human and global issues. This subject is particularly relevant in Kenya, a nation that faces a multitude of issues including governance, healthcare, high inflation, environmental degradation and widespread poverty. This is concerning given that history has been a subject of secondary school curriculum since the colonial rule was established. According to Arnold (2024) Kenya was declared a British colony in 1920 through to 1963 when British Kenya officially achieved its independence from the United Kingdom. For every Kenyan child to progress in society, a crucial factor is basic education. Achoka et al (2007) states that is why Kenya adheres to the global agreement that initiated Education For All (EFA) during the conference in Thailand in 1990 and the following world education forum in Senegal in 2000. Following this, the Kenyan Government has outlined strategies to achieve goals for education, that are detailed in its Education Sector Strategic Plan and Sessional Paper No.1, 2005. An example of this is early childhood education, which aims to ensure the development of children on all physical, mental and socioemotional levels, can encounter challenges such as lack of access to early education that is mostly caused by poverty, regional and gender inequalities, policy framework and the impact of HIV/AIDS. Kenya’s Educational Sector Strategic Plan and Implementation Matrices: 2003-2007 demonstrates its dedication to eliminate poverty as a barrier to education, promote human rights by ensuring access to education and achieve sustainable development through the provision of quality, basic education for everyone. Furthermore, Kenya is continuing to make efforts to enable education for all whilst recognising the sacrifice and investment in education that is required to develop education for the population. In 2017, Kenya implemented their new curriculum, Competence based curriculum (CBC) which Akala (2021) describes as a 2-6-6-3 system which is set out by Early Year Education up to Grade 3, Middle School, covering Grades 4 to 9 and Senior School, covering Grades 10 to 12. The CBC replaces the previous curriculum, 8-4-4 System, which consisted of 8 years of Primary education, 4 years of Secondary education and 4 years of Higher education. It is thought the change was brought in due to the challenges the previous System faced such as access, equity and equality. According to Kibaara (2023) the 8-4-4 system had been followed for thirty-two years yet the need for change was initiated as it was believed that it held too much emphasis on teachers instructing students as well as examinations and a heavy workload placed on students. Whereas the CBC is learner centred and aims for them to build their own knowledge and skills through challenges and experiences. CBC allows students to be more creative and explore to find solutions in school that are connected with real life situations. Majanga & Muraya (2023) states that the Government of Kenya has implemented numerous reforms in recent years to make primary education free as well as compulsory for all children yet many children are still out school. A study by the Out of School Children Initiative in 2020 found that 1.13 million girls and boys between the ages of 6 and 13 are not attending primary school. Avisa (2022) says the situation has deteriorated due to COVID-19 forcing school closures and subsequent droughts in some counties. These emergencies worsened existing marginalisation among vulnerable groups including children with disabilities, those living in impoverished rural regions, orphans, ethnic minorities and migrant children. A lot of children and young people in Kenya, live in slum conditions which lack basic services such as clean water, sanitisation and electricity. According to Neilson (2024) there are huge regional inequalities in educational outcomes with much lower outcomes in rural areas and populations with lower incomes particularly those living in the slums. The population of Nairobi, Kenya, is three million and some of this population live in two of the largest slums in Nairobi, which are Kibera and Mathare Valley. In Kibera there are over 100, 000 orphaned children and no public schools. 43% of girls and 29% of boys do not attend any school there. In Marthare Valley there are just two public schools to serve 70,000 students. This would undoubtedly cause restrictions to accessing education as the ratio of schools to students is so disproportionate. Edwards Jr (2017) states that large numbers like this can hinder students access to quality education as many of them would miss out on individual attention from teachers which is particularly important in the early years. This can lead to reduced learning outcomes for students. Furthermore, the limited number of schools in counties of Kenya makes it difficult for students to attend at all or if they can, they will have to travel long distances. White (2020) says access to quality primary education is still an important issue in many regions of Kenya. Many children do not have the opportunity to Some children from rural areas have to walk or cycle long distances to reach school, often unaccompanied, which is not only potentially dangerous but also exhausting. (“Most Dangerous Ways To School Kenya” 2015) demonstrates some of the perilous journeys children in Kenya have to face to get to school such as travelling through savannas, harsh weather conditions especially during the monsoon season and potential wildlife attacks. The determination this takes can leave children exhausted, impacting their ability to concentrate in school to achieve good grades or complete their homework. 
[bookmark: _Int_iPeS55t7]Although, there is not a significant difference between girls and boys attending primary education, the percentage of girls that complete secondary education is lower. According to Njeri (2024) only a small percentage of girls finish secondary school and take their Kenya Certificate for Secondary Education (KCSE) and even less continue into higher-level education. “Less than 20% of girls aged 15 – 19 in Kenya complete secondary education and even fewer go on to further education” (DARA Big Data, 2023) This could be due to early marriages and pregnancies, lack of guidance and poverty. To enable social and economic growth, the issue of gender disparity and equality should be addressed. Warwire (2023) suggests that some teachers still have gender biased views with some teachers believing that female students were better suited to write notes whereas they suggest male students were better suited to make presentations or conduct experiments. This thought process could be considered a cultural norm in Kenya as Hine (2018) suggests males are sent to school over females  due to tradition and male preference as it was considered more practical to keep girls home to focus on their future marriage and families may have to decide which children would be more successful if sent to school, which would often be the males. The education gender gap seems to be higher at adolescence due to negative gender norms, challenges girls face at this stage and health and safety issues. According to Maraya et al (2022) identify what could be causing this gender inequality such as health needs, as girls reach puberty they have different mental health and sexual reproductive health and rights (SRHR) requirements, as well increased physical safety and pregnancy risks. During adolescence, gender roles become more prominent as the cultural attitude towards what girls should do impact on their learning, goals and career. These are just a margin of the possible reasons why girls do not finish their education and schooling and makes it apparent that views on education still need to change. “Every year about 13000 Kenyan girls leave school permanently due to pregnancy” (Kijabe Childrens Education Fund, 2022) This could be due to lack of medical and health services or sexual education. However, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) states in Article 11 “Every child shall have the right to an education” However, as Kenya has a high rate of early pregnancies, children in education are affected. According to Zelezny-Green (2013) once pregnant, most girls face barriers to continuing their education including lack of awareness of laws on early pregnancy and education, time restrictions due to care responsibilities and cultural beliefs of family. Not only do young girls seem to face challenges during pregnancy but also after they have given birth, they may be refused to return to school due to the stigma around pregnancy therefore, many girls leave school or are even sent home when the pregnancy is discovered.  This could be because the teachers believe it would have an impact of the school image. This is contradictory to both the ACRWC Article 11 and UNRC article 28 and 29, which both state the child’s right to education regardless of gender. According to Wood (2020) focus on preventing teenage pregnancies is paramount and young mothers should be able to return to education following childbirth. This could be achieved by curriculum content including safe sex, teaching the skills to speak out and recognition of unhealthy relationships. Teachers should be trained and knowledgeable on how to effectively support young mothers returning to education and information provided to families and communities could help support the young mothers whilst also challenging traditional gender roles.  Moreover, Kenya has a ‘return to school’ policy in place for teenage mothers which according to HEART (2015) was introduced in 1994 that allows girls to stay in school for as long as she feels comfortable to do so and after childbirth is authorised to return or be supported to choose another school should she feel discriminated against. The policy also states that pregnant schoolgirls and their parents should receive counselling. Kenya also provides sex education and HIV curriculum in schools which should lower the risks of both and hopefully allows girls to continue in education and reach their full potential. For almost all children in Kenya, regardless of gender, a significant barrier to education is poverty. Although primary education is free KCIC (2021) states regular attendance at school is still a challenge due to low income and poverty. Over 1.2 million children are not attending school as they are contributing to family income through child labour. There is also the cost of resources, uniform and travel to school. To overcome these barriers caused by poverty and achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) one and four, support is needed through policies, investment in education and strategies to reduce poverty. American YouTuber, MrBeast, whose real name is Jimmy Donaldson, recently funded installation of wells in Kenya. According to MrBeast (2023) these new wells will provide clean drinking water to people in Kenya. Some children in schools there have been drinking unclean water that has potentially made them unwell whilst others must walk a treacherous mile to access water during the school day. As well as helping the school children and the communities, MrBeast has also contributed to a more sustainable way for water to be delivered. Previously, the workers would load up their bicycles with gallons of water and be forced to push it around to deliver, as it was too heavy and full to be able to ride, causing the deliveries to take a significant amount of time. As shown in the video, MrBeast surprised the workers with electric bikes to enable them to continue their jobs more efficiently and doubling the amount they could deliver. He also provided a school with new furniture and equipment such as projectors, whiteboards and computers and a football for every child as well as more bikes to help children travel. The impact MrBeast’s actions had on the Kenyan community was largely well received which is evident from the video showing the gratitude of the children and adults in the communities. However, according to Ronald and Busari (2023) it prompted criticism on the Kenyan Government as to why these tasks were not completed with the country's taxes and suggesting the money was spent elsewhere on cars. The founder and CEO of FACE Africa, an organisation committed to improving water infrastructure and sanitation, suggested that their work is struggling due to funding, awareness and advocacy yet MrBeast gained a lot of attention very quickly. This is the possible reason MrBeast has been suggested a ‘White saviour’ Cook (2024) suggests his video strengthen the stereotype that African communities need a white saviour to rescue them. Also, Cook (2024) questioned why MrBeast chose to film the people he helped and not just create the wells or donate privately. Despite a difference of opinion, MrBeast was able to help some communities have a supply of clean water which is a basic human right and article 24 of UNCRC, and whatever his intentions, it was plausible he had the best interest for the children of Kenya which is Article 4 of ACRWC. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) suggests five levels of basic needs and one can not reach the next need until the current one has been satisfied. McLeod (2024) states the five levels are physiological, safety, love/belonging, esteem and self-actualisation.  The lower, most basic needs like food, water and safety must be met before higher needs can be fulfilled. As the writer has explored, children in Kenya are still not having these needs met meaning they will be unable to reach their potential and continue to the next level. 
There are many challenges children in Kenya face to access good quality education and unfortunately, even at this stage of the world, gender inequalities still has a huge impact on education for females. Sadly, another huge factor is poverty where some children are unable to access clean water which can cause illness. Low income also means many children are not able to attend school as they instead stay home to work to help contribute to their family and sadly, the children that are fortunate to be able to attend school face many risks on their journey there. With good quality education, children are able to learn, achieve their goals and contribute positively to society. Whilst Kenya has improved the education there are still issues that need to be addressed to ensure every child is able to achieve their human rights of education and equality. 
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