                                           Romans and Silures at Southeast Wales 
 Caerleon on the outskirts of Newport, Gwent has all the amenities of a modern-day town. Shops, cafes, and Hotels are present all along the main street and in the quiet back streets of the pretty village. Two thousand years prior to this however, the village looked vastly different as it was home to an Iron age hillfort belonging to the Silures tribe of Wales and the Fortress of Isca Silurum, one of the main Roman army camps of Britain. ‘Caerleon was one of the most important military sites in Britain under the Roman Empire.’[footnoteRef:1] Rome wanted to conquer the island of Britain and integrate it into its vast expanding empire and Britain could also provide a source of wealth for the Roman Empire  as there were rich natural resources that would come with a victory such as Lead and Iron.[footnoteRef:2] The Emperor at the time ,Claudius needed a big victory for Rome to prove his worth as emperor and a conquest of Britain would show Rome he could succeed where Caesar had not [footnoteRef:3].’Britain was in the ocean and beyond it, so therefore the conquest of Britain would be the conquest of the ocean itself’. [footnoteRef:4] There was also the need for Claudius to gain the respect of his soldiers and conquering  Britain would be a sure way to gain it. ‘Claudius did not need much persuading to launch his invasion of Britain: He needed a striking military success to confirm his imperial stature’[footnoteRef:5]. [1:  Newport City Council, ,’Caerleon,’ https://www.newport.gov.uk/en/leisure-tourism/Attractions/Caeleon/caerleon.aspx ,accessed [ 04/11/22]]  [2:  Christopher Snyder: The Britons, Wiley-Blackwell (2008)]  [3:  Imagining History, ‘Emperor Claudius and his invasion of Britain’ Imagining History,https://imagininghistory.co.uk/post/emperor-claudius-who-was-he[accessed 14/12/22] ]  [4:  Roman Britain,’ Why Did The Emperor Claudius Invade Britain? ‘Roman Britain, <https://www.Roman-britain.co.uk-the-conquest-of-britain-43-ad-why-did-claudius-invade-britain?/>]  [5:  David Braund, Ruling Roman Britain: Kings Queens Governors and Emperors, from Julius Caesar to Agricola, London: Routledge, (1996), p97 (eBook),] 

The Romans had already subdued most of the tribes in Britain such as the Brigantes in what is now Yorkshire under the rule of Queen Cartimandua and made them client kingdoms of Rome[footnoteRef:6]. The area of the Isca Fortress was chosen by the Romain now modern day Caerleon ns due to its close distance to the river Usk that easily allowed them to access essentials via boat such as food and materials for expansion of the fort and any extra soldiers to easily get to the fortress should the need arise. ‘A precondition of successful campaigning was gathering of forces and supplies at key points.’[footnoteRef:7]The legion that was deployed to Isca to take care of the Silures tribe was Legio II Augusta. The legion was a well-seasoned legion that had fought many campaigns on behalf of the roman empire, and It is thought that the name was given to them due to their successful services under the emperor Augustus. [footnoteRef:8] [6:  England’s Northeast: ‘Roman conquest of the North’, England’s Northeast <https: englandsnortheast.co.uk/north-east-roman/conquest> [accessed 25/11/22]]  [7:  Malcolm Todd, Source Companion to Roman Britain, Oxford: Blackwell Publishing (2007) p92]  [8:  James Lloyd:’ Legio II Augusta’, World History Encyclopaedia, (2013) <https://worldhistory.org/legioIIAugusta/ [accessed25/11/22]] 

The Silures Tribe were the inhabitants of Wales. They lived in several hillforts around the area of the Southeast of Wales and their leader, Caratacus ruled over the Silures and the Ordovices tribes of Wales.[footnoteRef:9]The Silures tribe had put up a prolonged fight against the Romans and their conquest of Wales .[footnoteRef:10] The fortress of Isca was built by and for the  Augustan legion in order for them to have a base near to the homes of the tribes.[footnoteRef:11],and so the location of Caerleon was the ideal place as the hillforts near the fortress was said to be occupied by the Silures tribe at the time of the arrival of the Romans[footnoteRef:12].The fortress built by the legion in the fight against the Silures consisted of small, shared rooms and each room housed eight soldiers, their weapons and armour There were also slightly bigger, separate rooms for the Centurions.[footnoteRef:13] This shows the scale of the battle to control the tribe of southeast Wales as the barracks were meant to house a century of soldiers which would have been around 80 of them. The Fort at Isca housed around five to six thousand soldiers ready for battle.[footnoteRef:14]Today the remains that still stand at Isca are thought to be the only barracks that we can still see clearly from the roman era in Europe.[footnoteRef:15] On the site of the Isca barracks We can also see some evidence of the original kitchens used by the soldiers to cook their meals.[footnoteRef:16] [9:  Robert Crowcroft and John Cannon, Oxford Companion To British History, (2nd ed), Oxford: Oxford University Press (2015)]  [10:  Darrell Wolcott, Ancient Wales Studies,’ The Lands of the Silures’, Ancient Wales Studies,<https://www.ancientwalesstudies.org> accessed 11/12/22]]  [11:  Roman Britain:,’Caerleon (Isca Silurum) Roman Fortress’, [accessed 13/12/22]]  [12:  Ray Howell and Josh Pollard: (university of Wales, Cardiff) ‘Lodge Hill Fort’, <https: 24/11/22]]  [13:  Cadw: ,‘Caerleon Roman Fortress and Baths,’ https://visitwales.com/attraction/historic-site/Caerleon-roman-  fortress-baths-cadw-911561[accessed 12/12/22]]  [14:  Historic.uk.com, ‘The Roman Fortress of Isca’, Historic uk ,<https://www.Historyuk/HistoryofWales/The Roman-Fortress-of-Isca>,[accessed 13/12/22]]  [15:  Caerleon.net,’The Roman Remains in Caerleon’, <caerleon.net/intro/> [accessed 12/12/22]
]  [16:  Dana Huntley (2022): British Heritage Travel.com: Last Roman City Of The Legion: Caerleon, <https://britishheritage/history/roman-city-legion-caerleon.>] 

The Fortress built during the conquest also had a huge amphitheatre just outside of its walls.The huge structure provided several functions such as exercise grounds for troops a place for them to put on parades, but the main purpose of it however was to provide a base for entertainment such as gladiator fighting and this took place with either gladiators in combat with each other, or with wild animals that were brought into the fortress. Another large and important structure that lay just outside the fortress was the baths. The Legionaries used these alongside civilians, and they were also thought to be mixed sex baths so women and children of Isca could also use them for leisure as well as hygiene.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Cadw, Rest and Relaxation Roman Style, https://Cadw.gov.wales/more-about-caerleon, [accessed 03/12/22]] 

Throughout the Roman conquest of Britain, the British tribes had put up a resistance including the area occupied by the Silures against being made part of the Roman Empire. Following the eventual capture of their leader caratacus after he fled Wales to the Northeast of England and tried to seek refuge with the Brigantes,where Queen Cartimandua in an alliance with Rome had surrendered  him to the Governor of Britain, Ostorius Scapula, as she had signed a treaty with the them in order that she could keep her status as client ruler of her tribe and her land and also gain wealth and protection under the Romans.[footnoteRef:18]Caratacus  was taken to Rome and paraded  through it along with his family in order to make an example of him and show how powerful Claudius’ Rome was in the war over the tribes in Britain Caractacus  was  then put before the Emperor Claudius where he gave a speech appealing to the emperor ,who then gave him clemency and allowed him to avoid death and so Caratacus lived out the remainder of his life in Rome with his family.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Roman Britain, ‘Silures Celtic Tribe’, Roman Britain, <https://roman-britain.co.uk/tribes/silures/, [accessed 03/12/22]]  [19:  Jessica Brain, Historic.uk, ‘Caratacus’, www.historic-uk.com/historyofEngland/caratacus[accessed09/11/22]] 

The Silures tribe however, after the loss of Caratacus to Rome, further resisted conquest for many years and remained independent of roman rule despite the attempt of other governors to subdue them such as Didius Gallus who was unsuccessful in gaining control of them and was eventually distracted by the events in by the tribe and did not return to war with the Silures. Another unsuccessful attempt was made by the next governor of Britain, Veranius who died shortly after governorship in 58A.D without having any success in controlling the tribe.[footnoteRef:20] It was under the third Governor of Rome Sextus Julius Frontinus that the Romans did eventually get the tribe under their control in around 76.A.D and After succumbing to the Romans the Silures were given Civitas andthey were integrated into a purpose made town.[footnoteRef:21] The town was named Venta Silurum or Market Place of the Silures and was placed for convenience between the forts of Isca and Glevum in Gloucester.[footnoteRef:22]  [20:  Roman Britain, ‘Silures Tribe’, https://www.roman-britain.co.uk/tribes/silures ,[accessed 01/12/22]]  [21:  Britannica: Silures People, https://www.brittanica.com/topic/silures[accessed 08/11/22]]  [22:  Britannia, volume 53,2022 pp227-267http://doi.org/10.1017/50068113x21000489[accessed 22/11/22]] 

In modern day Wales the Roman fortress of Isca and the Silures town of Venta Silurum are situated in Caerleon, Gwent and Caerwent near Monmouth both are now quiet villages that have all the modern shops, cafes housing and conveniences of any other village. Caerleon still has the spectacular remains of the amphitheatre where you can walk over the gladiator ring and sit on the area where combat would have taken place centuries ago. There are still re-enactments art the site today[footnoteRef:23]. The Isca barracks are metres away where the second Augusta legion would have stayed during the conquest of southeast Wales, and although houses and shops have now covered huge quantities of its Roman and Celtic past It still has plenty to state the occupation of the Romans and the Silures such as the remains of one of the Silures hillforts at Lodge Hill and Llanmelin. The National Roman Legion Museum in Caerleon contains lots of the archaeology of the Roman presence at Isca such as clothing, armour, coins, jewellery and Roman Inscriptions on stone. Caerleon also has the Roman baths where through modern technology we can get to view a projected image of a Roman soldier who is taking a swim[footnoteRef:24]. Just a few miles up the road we come to Caerwent which still reveals its ancient past with what remains of the basilica and the remains of the old stone-built walls of Venta Silurum are still clearly defined[footnoteRef:25] Again as in Caerleon houses now cover vast quantities of the site, but it still is an amazing place to visit to understand more about our ancient past in of Roman and Celtic Wales [23:  BBC-Southeast Wales.,‘Caerleon- Millionaires ‘Town,’ (2009), https://bbc.co.uk/local/southeastwalres/hi/people_and_places/newsid_8352636_stm[accessed 03/11/22]]  [24:  Cadw, ‘Caerleon Roman Fortress and Baths’, Cadw, <https//cadw.gov.wales/visit/Caerleon-roman-fortress-and-baths> [accessed 19/11/22]]  [25:  Ancient and Medieval Architecture,’ Caerwent-Venta Silurium Roman Town’, https://Medievalheritage-eu-main-page/heritage/wales/caerwent-roman-town [accessed 19/11/22]
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