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Abstract 
The aim of this dissertation was to explore the impact of rape myth acceptance on investigative decision making in a rural Welsh police force area. The author explored relevant academic literature surrounding the topic of “Rape Myths” to understand the history, prevalence, and impact of rape myths in rural areas and on criminal investigations, before conducting primary research through a questionnaire within a rural police force. Analysis of the responses sought to indicate whether rape myth acceptance was present within the organisation and the impact this had on rape investigations. To enhance the context of responses and understand how this might impact on investigations, a focus group was then held with senior investigators. The questionnaire achieved a response from over 100 officers and staff, although the focus group was limited to a small number of rape investigation senior investigating officers (n5).
The findings of the study support the literature analysed, suggesting that overtly, rape myths are seldom accepted and do not greatly affect decision making. However, more subtle myths were accepted that could impact on decisions depending on the investigators experience, beliefs and attitudes. Two areas were considered as outliers from the responses given to support this, although this study did not probe further into individual cases and therefore some caution must be taken when considering the overall impact.  
There was very little evidence of investigators overtly blaming victims, or minimising responsibility of the perpetrator that would cause an ethical concern, but further training to understand rape trauma and psychology of offending would be recommended in addition to increasing knowledge of critical thinking within criminal investigations. Staff would benefit from enhancing the understanding that individual beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours can have on the investigation. 
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Chapter 1 – Introduction 
1.1 Background
The criminal offence of rape is the intentional penetration of the vagina, anus, or mouth of a person (A) with a penis by another (B) where (A) does not consent to the penetration and (B) does not reasonably believe that (A) consents (Sexual Offences Act 2003).
Rape can be difficult to investigate and prosecute, which, as an experienced police detective, has frustrated the author on many occasions where investigations fall short of the evidential thresholds required in criminal cases, or for those that do reach the court room, result in acquittal where there is an apparent abundance of evidence to prove the case to the necessary standard. Whilst there is significant published research on the subject, reasons for the low number of prosecutions into this serious sexual offence within a particular area of the UK are limited and worthy of exploration.
Rape is traumatic. The psychological impact is unique, severe, and long lasting (Gavey, Schmidt, 2011). It is one of the most violating crimes that are difficult to recover from, but despite the impact and seriousness, sexual violence is still one of the most under reported crimes in the UK. According to the Office of National Statistics (2021), between March 2017 and March 2021, fewer than 16% of victims aged 16 or over reported their crime to the police with a quarter of them stating a fear that police would not believe them as one of the reasons. This lack of confidence to report rape is likely to be deeply rooted and multi-faceted (Huemmer, McLaughlin, Blumell, 2019) and it can be argued that a societal desire to understand motives for false allegations has added to this reluctance. It is claimed that studies into “false allegations” were flawed as the definition of such was ambiguous and relied on the accuracy of police crime recording (Hunt and Bull, 2012), which must be treated with caution after an inspection identified over 25% of sexual offences were not being properly recorded (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS), 2014). Taking this into consideration, the number of cases prosecuted is limited to a fraction of those committed, a statistic likely to further impact on the confidence of victims to report their case, fuelling the need to better understand and improve the investigative response. 
With the number of cases reaching court so low, the author is seeking to explore one aspect of rape investigations influencing individuals, potentially sub consciously, within the criminal justice system, including police officers, legal practitioners, and jurors; although the focus of this essay is police investigators and more so, those involved in investigative decision making such as detective supervisors and senior investigating officers. This area of exploration affecting rape investigations is known as rape myth acceptance.
Rape Myth Acceptance (RMA) can be defined as attitudes and generally false beliefs about rape that are widely and persistently held that serve to justify male sexual aggression against women (Lonsway, Fitzgerald, 1994). A chronological view of previous research provides an insight into the extent of the issue and continued attempts to challenge attitudes and behaviour as knowledge is developed and highlights the limitations of success. 
As far back as 1973, research was suggesting the law itself was flawed and did not effectively deter rape, and those reporting on it failed to recognise the impact the law had on relationships between men and women (and vice versa), which was based on traditional attitudes about roles and sexual morals (LeGrande, 1973). These attitudes were publicly exposed within policing in the UK in the first ever British Broadcasting Cooperation (BBC) “fly on the wall” documentary on policing in 1982 (BBC, 2021), which was reported to have shocked the nation. A police interview with a rape victim showed attitudes and behaviour clearly displaying acceptance of rape myths and misogynistic behaviour as the victim was aggressively challenged and accused of fabricating the allegation. The documentary also revealed that police training was teaching officers to believe that at least 60% of rape victims were making false claims, which captured worldwide interest and led to government intervention in police training.
In 2011, the problem continued, and despite reviews, inquiries, and promises of reform, the investigation and prosecution of rape was little improved whilst gender inequalities and patriarchal beliefs within society continued to impact on cases (Jordan, 2011). Many attempts have since continued to understand police attitudes to rape victims and investigations, but much of this research has been reported to be vignette-based and therefore limited in measuring attitudes in real investigations (Sleath, Bull, 2017). 
In 2019, following a drop in convictions against an upward trend in recorded rape offences, the UK Government commissioned the End-to-End Rape Review; a detailed analysis of the criminal justice response to the crime, including views of professional stakeholders comprising of Police, Crown Prosecution Service, Judiciary, Defence Lawyers and Victim Support Services, to explore the challenges and areas for improvement to investigating rape and service to victims in their recovery. The resulting action plan, dated June 2021, sought to see tangible progress in 12 and 24 months (Ministry of Justice and Home Office, 2021), through, amongst other methods, Project Bluestone, a project to understand where policing was going wrong by bringing together academia and police investigators with a view to developing a new operating model (Livadeas, 2022). 
Despite the extent of the various reviews, it is unclear if the unique challenges of rural policing have been considered, and whether further primary research would magnify the findings of previous studies or identify additional, or alternative, areas for improvement. 
1.2 Aims and Objectives 
The aim of this work is to establish if there is evidence of the phenomenon of rape myth acceptance within a rural policing area in Wales, and if so, the impact this has on investigative decision making and impact on victims withdrawing from the process.
The objectives will be to conduct a literature review into previous research around the history and reasons for rape myth acceptance along with the prevalence within rural communities and policing. Primary research will then be conducted to establish if there is an acceptance of rape myths within a rural policing area and if so, the reasons for this. With enhanced knowledge of the culture within the geographical area of research, and dependant on the results, further research, training, or areas for improvement may be considered.
1.3 Research Rationale
The topic of rape has been widely researched over decades and there is an abundance of academic literature focussing on all aspects of the offence, but with apparent little success and limited primary research focussing on the attitudes of practitioners investigating rape in rural Wales. Findings from this project could identify areas for further research or training for practitioners. 
1.4 Conclusion
Rape is a horrific sexual offence that destroys the lives of victims (Ministry of Justice and Home Office, 2021) and despite a plethora of research, the “attrition problem” remains (Sinclair, 2020). Due to the complexities around this criminal offence, a narrow focus within a specific geographical area will seek to illuminate learning or further research that could improve the policing response.













Chapter 2 – Literature Review
2.1 Introduction
This chapter seeks to achieve the first objective of this dissertation by exploring previous relevant, authoritative, and academically valued sources of literature focussing on rape myth acceptance (RMA) and how these impact on criminal investigations. Previous research of rape in general is vast; thus, parameters will be set to concentrate on the history and recognition of RMA, RMA through different lenses, RMA in rural communities, RMA in policing and limitations of evidential thresholds, to understand how those myths may have developed in rural areas and how they impact on criminal investigations. Specifically, whether key decision making within criminal investigations, for example, whether to arrest a suspect, applying excessively restrictive parameters or taking no further action without referring the case to the Crown Prosecution Service, are impacted by the acceptance of rape myths. 
2.2 Rape Attrition Problem and History of Rape Myths
The number of successful prosecutions of rape cases in the UK, compared to overall crimes recorded, is extremely low with only 1.3% of reported rapes in 2021 being prosecuted (Home Office, 2021). This has become known as the “attrition problem” (Sinclair, 2020), and whilst the causes may be multiple, research in 2007 found that rape myth and stereotypes impacted on the outcome (Brown, Hamilton and O’Neill, 2007). To begin to understand at least part of that cause, a peek into the history of rape myths will provide some context, as the topic within modern investigative decision making is explored further.
The concept of rape myths was born in the 1970’s by sociologists and feminists following an increase in sexual violence in the US, where cultural beliefs were thought to contribute to victim blaming and minimisation and rationalisation of sexual violence (Edwards et al, 2011). Through their research, sociologists Schwendinger and Schwendinger (1974) found that rape offences were under recorded and a host of acceptance within society was leading to victims being twice victimised; firstly, by the rapist and then by others who subsequently humiliated and accused the victims of willingly participating in the sexual act. Schwendinger outlined 5 rape myths, summarised below, that were not limited to the layperson but held amongst legal and medical professionals, academics, and police officers.
1. The impossibility of Rape: Claims that rape is impossible when all things are equal; an argument supported by Plowskowe (1962), who, quoting medico legal experts said “rape cannot be perpetrated by one man alone on an adult woman of good health and vigor”, referring to the fact that rape can only be committed through the application of physical force and in those circumstances, an adult female victim would be capable of fighting off her attacker and must therefore be morally responsible for submitting to the rapist. It is the view of the author that Plowskowe gave no consideration to the psychological effect or imbalance of power between men and women as they begin sexual encounters, a fact reported more recently (Holland et al, 1990).
2. The “asking for it” and “uncontrollable passions” myths: Both assuming consent – the former claiming that the victim was “asking for it”, for example, by dressing provocatively or displaying a friendly response to a male stranger’s conversation, acceptance of a lift or dinner date, and, in the case of uncontrollable passion, where the victim led the male on to the point that he couldn’t help himself as the female has initiated an uncontrollable act, even by her mere presence, driven by innate passions. 
3. Sex Role myth: The belief that an imbalance of sexes will lead to forcible rape. Where women out populate men, they will naturally compete for sexual partners, leading to uncontrollable passion; or where men outnumber women, forcibly seize the mates of others, or attack lone females who are available.
4. Legalisation of prostitution myth: Claims that rape is a crime of sexual passion which can be prevented by providing commercial forms of sexual relations; although disproven many years before as a crime of degradation and power, where the need for sexual release is not the primary motive (Metz, Myars and Wallace, 2020)
Whilst these original findings are still considered, research of human behaviour and attitudes towards rape has continued, and modern assessments adapted to involve questions designed to address modern conceptualisation of sexism and sexist beliefs (Bohner et al, 2009). To measure more subtle acceptance of rape myths, McMahon and Farmer (2011) adapted the Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale by amending questions with a language more akin to teasing out covert beliefs, using the following broad headings. 
1. She asked for it (victim blaming)
2. He didn’t mean it (excusing the perpetrator)
3. It wasn’t really rape (disbelieving the victim) 
4. She lied (victim ulterior motive)
If we accept these attitudes are deep-rooted in human psyche, there may be little wonder that rape myth acceptance exists in modern times, and even policing teams have not eradicated those beliefs (Hansen et al, 2019). 
2.3 Rape Myths or Feminist Ideology
Contrary to the previous paragraph, the legal scholar Reece (2013) argues that the extent of the impact of rape myth acceptance within the criminal justice system has been overstated, concluding that we are in the process of creating myths about myths. Reece accepts that historically, women were considered subordinate within society and attitudes to rape were reflective of this and may still impact on rape trials but challenges the claim that rape myths are widespread on the following grounds.
1. Some of the attitudes are not myths
2. Not all myths are about rape
3. There is little evidence that rape myths are widespread
Reece argues that the consequences of overstating rape myths could inhibit meaningful public debate about a serious topic, already seen in UK media whilst reporting the final sentencing speech of a senior (female) UK Judge (The Daily Mail, 2017). Lindsey Kushner QC warned females of the risks of being raped whilst drunk, but rather than being accepted as a reasonable warning to the public (as intended based on the facts of cases previously presented to the court), feminist activist groups condemned the judge for blaming the victim for their actions thus deterring others from coming forward (Spillett, 2017). The question therefore remains; if a senior judge is unable to raise sexual violence risk factors based on evidence presented in criminal cases, have people already taken the meaning and prevalence of rape myth acceptance too far? In considering this question, the difference in geographical attitudes may determine the extent to which Reece can be relied upon and is explored below.
2.4 Rape Myths in Rural Communities 
[bookmark: _Hlk113477206]In trying to establish the acceptance of rape myths in rural communities to compare with policing, it was noted that the range of acceptance is wide and may be influenced by the wider societal elements such as economy, religion, and culture. One such study was conducted in rural Kenya in 2013 (Tavrow et al, 2013), utilising a range of methods across a variety of ages and genders. The population was made up primarily of the Luhya people, the second largest ethnic group in the country; a society in which the economy was agricultural and views patriarchal, where men were the primary decision makers, there was an expectance to pay for a bride for marriage with cattle, and several simultaneous wives to one man the norm (Shoup, 2011).  The findings were that half of participants in the focus groups were likely to unconditionally blame victims, with stereotypical views towards victims and perpetrators rife. Furthermore, views exceeded the parameters of one of the most globally used, and psychometrically sound, scales of measuring rape myth acceptance; the Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (Suarez and Gadalla, 2010), resulting in the researchers adding another category that emerged regularly within the focus groups; “She Owed Him”, being the title. The relevance of that study in this work could be questioned as rural Kenya is hardly rural Wales in the 21st century, with a culture the antithesis of modern western Europe. However, the study amongst rural communities where gender bias is prevalent may lead one to accept this as a predictor of rape myth acceptance. 
Exploring the link between RMA and gender bias, research suggests a link between traditional gender role acceptance (the reinforcing of the idealism of the patriarchal masculine aggressive male and submissive female) and rape myth acceptance may not always be the case (Belknap, 2001). 
More recently, King and Roberts (2011) researched the correlation between gender role acceptance and RMA, following previous findings that gender roles were widely accepted in rural communities. Given the previously identified relationship between gender role and rape myth acceptance it was hypothesised there would be a bias towards rape myth acceptance amongst participants from rural farming communities. However, the rurality of a participant’s home was found to be insignificant in the acceptance of both gender bias and rape myth acceptance, although gender role acceptance was found to be a predictor in rape myth acceptance in that study, regardless of the background of the participant. 
Thus, it must be acknowledged that gender role acceptance and rape myth acceptance may or may not be prevalent in rural communities, but RMA is more likely to be dependent on individual beliefs, experiences, and attitudes. 
2.5 Rape Myth Acceptance in Policing
Given the findings relating to attitudes in rural communities may be indifferent to urban communities, the hypothesis that rural policing may be impacted by rape myths as staff are part of those communities, is surely flawed. However, research does support the presence of rape myth acceptance at some level within society and it is likely that professionals involved in rape investigations will also harbour the same attitudes to some extent (Jackson, Witte, Petretic-Jackson, 2001). Turning specifically to policing, according to Frazier and Haney (1996) limited research has been conducted to examine police attitudes towards rape considering the vital role they play and potential impact they have on victims, and Page (2008) notes that this lack of research has occurred over thirty years. 
Despite this lack of research, it is suggested there is evidence that police officers’ response to rape is based on their own beliefs that may display as a negative attitude (Edward and Macloed, 1999), particularly if the victim has consumed alcohol (Schuler and Stewart, 2000) although getting to the source of this data is difficult as it bucks with the ethical standards expected of police officers, or the law, and a more overt attitude may be one of subtle scepticism, as opposed to clear negativity (Kelly, 2010).
In one study to measure rape myth acceptance in police officers, most participants disagreed with rape myths, although a small proportion did agree, not dissimilar to the attitudes of the public (Page, 2008) and there are mixed views as to whether these attitudes are more prevalent amongst male or female officers (Brown and King, 1998, Galton 1975). Further studies amongst police officers investigating rapes in the US found a lower acceptance of rape myths amongst those experienced in such investigations (>21 cases) than those less experienced (< 21 cases) (Page, 2007). There were further findings that many police officers, despite their personal views, were able to empathise with victims (Lea, Lanvers, Shaw, 2003), which leads one to suspect that police officers dealing with rape can suppress any prejudicial views.  
A more recent study in 2012 sought to establish if there was a difference in rape myth acceptance between specialist sexual offence trained officers and non-trained officers. In terms of victim blaming, there was little difference between the trained and untrained officers, but there was a difference in perpetrator blaming with a higher level amongst the trained officers, whilst length of service of the officer had no bearing (Sleath, Bull, 2012)
2.6 Rape Myths or Evidential Difficulties
When considering cases finalised by police where the decision is to take no further action, one must acknowledge the evidential challenges facing investigators, and seek to establish whether these issues are a lack of admissible evidence or an underlying acceptance of rape myths.  
To prosecute rape suspects, police must provide a file of evidence to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to review in accordance with the Code for Crown Prosecutors, the general principles of which is to establish if there is enough evidence against the defendant and it is in the public interest for the CPS to bring the case to court. Prosecutors must consider whether the evidence is admissible, reliable, and credible (Crown Prosecution Service, 2018) alongside any material that undermines the case (Criminal Procedures and Investigation Act 1996). In 2019, the decision making of CPS in rape cases was brought to judicial review following a campaign by a variety of women’s organisations claiming that less than 4% of rape complaints reached trial through a covert policy change not to risk weak cases (Bowcott, 2019). Furthermore, the Victims Commissioner, Dame Vera Baird stated that prosecutors try to second guess whether a jury would like a particular case, influencing decisions to prosecute less cases to increase their conviction rate (BBC Panorama, 2022); whilst in a study in 2020, police officers were also found to be second guessing legal outcomes, perhaps inaccurately, (Sinclair, 2020), driven by previous experiences with courts and CPS decisions. However, a previous review of police perceptions and case decision making concluded that although some police officers held problematic attitudes towards victims, these were found to be of a low level, and victim characteristics such as alcohol intoxication and emotional expression, may have more of an impact on the assessment of a victim’s credibility. This and overall characteristics of the case were more prevalent on police decision making than the acceptance of rape myths (Sleath and Bull, 2017). 
In conclusion, there are many factors that impact the police assessment of evidential thresholds, including previous experiences and personal interpretation of the law, but little evidence of clear acceptance of rape myths within police decision making.












Chapter 3 – Methodology 
3.1 Introduction
There are many layers to a rape investigation to progress through the criminal justice system and a continual need for investigators to better understand the psychology around the perpetrator, complainant, and investigator, including rape myth acceptance within investigators (McKee, Muller-Johnson, Strang, 2020).  This research seeks to aide that understanding, thus improving the police response to rape that will contribute to the fight against sexual violence against women and girls (Hohl, Stanko, 2022) in rural areas.
The previous chapter achieved objective one of this study by researching existing literature around the topic of rape myth acceptance, and whether there was evidence of increased rape myth acceptance in rural communities transferred into rural policing. Using key word searches of Rape, rape myths (and acceptance), rape attrition, rural communities and rape, gender bias, violence against women, victim engagement, significant previous academic research was identified. Some arguably seen through feminist lenses, others seemingly to explore the risk of injustice to wrongly convicted defendants in cases where there is seldom an independent eyewitness. The parameters applied sought to limit the review to rural areas in the UK, focussing on behaviours and attitudes to rape (and rape myths), although some relevant studies were identified in strong patriarchal cultures in Africa. As the study will focus on investigators in rural communities, in which much of the workforce both live and police, such parameters were considered appropriate.
This chapter seeks to identify the most suitable research approach to appropriately obtain and analyse data that would identify the presence of rape myth acceptance within a rural Welsh police force and the consequences on investigative decision making. Whilst the criminal offence of rape has been widely researched, this work focuses on a specific area of rape investigations with a view to identify further areas of training or policy consideration.
3.2 Research Strategy
The critical aspect of this research is to obtain candid views from police officers and staff to establish whether rape myth acceptance is present within the force area. There is an acknowledgement from the author that such controversial views may be difficult to obtain within an organisation where there may be scepticism over the confidentiality of personal views, particularly where they could be perceived as being unethical and unwarranted within policing. The author has considered the phenomenon known as the Blue Code of Silence, where police officers are reluctant to speak up about unethical behaviour of colleagues, particularly for low level matters (Westmarland, 2005) within this research, and considered the best way to overcome this. The method believed to generate the best response and overcome those barriers through anonymity is by using an online structured questionnaire, answered anonymously via Microsoft 365 (Forms), reassuring participants of the confidentiality and purpose of the research. The analysis of structured questionnaires and limits on free text is also considered to be an efficient method (Irvin, Smith, 1998) and leaves little room for ambiguity.
The target for questionnaires will be detectives and staff within an investigation department, many of whom are directly involved with investigating sexual offences, although other officers and staff members will be invited to participate. The purpose of this approach is to establish the impact of rape myth acceptance on those directly involved in the investigations, whilst providing an opportunity to compare the views of those with little or no training, which could influence the outcome. The population within this group is approximately 300, therefore a response rate of 100 (33%) would be considered highly successful with a confidence level of 95% (Survey Monkey, 2022).
In considering the most appropriate questions, they will be taken from two previously prepared documents capable of being meaningfully analysed to identify rape myth acceptance and impact on investigation decision making. One questionnaire is a version of the Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale, modernised to include language used and understood in the current era (McMahon, Farmer, 2011). Questions are coded and require a scaled answer from Strongly Agree (indicating the acceptance of rape myths) to Strongly Disagree (indicting a rejection of rape myths). The questions are coded by the following rape myth headings: 
1. She asked for it
2. He didn’t mean it
3. It wasn’t really rape
4. She lied
Since the target audience would largely have received specialist training, “textbook” answers could be obvious where groups of questions appeared together, therefore, the questions will be randomised. 
The second question bank derived from Australian research that outlines misconceptions in rape cases (Victoria Police, Australian Institute of Family Studies, undated) and focusses on a false perception of evidential difficulties. The randomised question set is attached (Appendix 1).
The use of previously developed and reported questionnaires will provide a level of confidence in choosing appropriate questions to probe the attitudes of investigators.
Although a questionnaire will be used to indicate initial cultural views and acceptance of rape myths, a mixed approach to incorporate a focus group will assist to contextualise any outlying findings from the questionnaires. 
3.3 Data Collection
It is anticipated that the data will provide a better appreciation of the situation of rape myth acceptance and impact on investigations, with structured questions supporting a clear analysis. 
The questionnaires are designed to obtain primary data that can be analysed quantitively and qualitatively. Quantitively by analysing any high percentages of rape myth acceptance indicators within the sample, and qualitatively through the strength of opinions to the questions and views of senior decision makers through discussion.  
3.4 Data Analysis
A thematic analysis of qualitative data will be conducted using a Likert Scale. Whilst it is accepted that the Likert Scale is one of the most popular psychometric tools in social and psychological studies, the length of the rating scale is subject to debate. A seven-scale rating has been found to be the most accurate in one study (Taherdoost, 2019), although other research argues that both five and seven scale ratings are equally as reliable and more so than the 10-scale rating (Dawes, 2008). The five-scale rating was deemed most appropriate for this research to provide sufficient indicators of organisational attitudes. The scalers range from a strong positive bias, through to a strong negative bias with an option of neutrality where there is little or no view. Given that participants are volunteers made up of police officers and staff, the authors expectation is that there will be little or no neutral opinions to what can be considered provocative questions.
Statistical analysis of quantitative data is also relevant within the study as the options that attract the most responses to the questions within the sample, that strongly indicate rape myth acceptance, may generate a need for prioritising training or further research. This will be achieved through analysis of descriptive statistics where each answer will be given a numerical value and any outliers of the mean figure will enable the author to measure the level of rape myth acceptance. A focus group with senior decision makers will assist in adding context to the responses.
3.5 Ethical considerations
A key ethical consideration when researching any sexual offence is the need for confidentiality and risk of secondary traumatic stress, a risk associated with, amongst others, frequent indirect exposure to disturbing material and feeling overwhelmed at work (Brady, 2017). This is avoided through the choice of questions, anonymity, absence of any personal data being requested and targeting of police investigators as a sample rather than victims / survivors of rape.
3.6 Limitations 
The limitations identified by the author are twofold. Firstly, engagement by voluntary participants is not guaranteed. There are documented Likert Scale Weaknesses that include participants avoiding extreme responses, acquiescence bias where participants simply agree with statements made to please the researcher, or social bias – where participants wish to portray themselves in a more favourable way (Bertram, 2007). However, even when considering these weaknesses, the author has sought to overcome this by anonymising the responses and reassuring participants of the confidentiality and reasons for the research. Furthermore, police engagement with research has been found to be uncharacteristically engaging contrary to a wide belief (Cordner, White, 2010), a further reason to expect a satisfactory response. 
Word count for this dissertation limits how far the culture and attitudes within the sample can be explored, therefore, this study twill focus on the data that provides the top two indicators of rape myth acceptance. 














Chapter 4 – Analysis 
4.1 Introduction 
The objective of this chapter was to collect data from primary research and analyse the material generated from a questionnaire to identify cultural beliefs within an organisation and determine if those beliefs impacted on investigative decision making. The quality and quantity of data generated required analysing using a mixed method, considered the most effective way to provide sufficient context and insight into the way of thinking of the participants. Mixed methods have previously been identified as best practice for this type of research (Silva, Warde, Wright, 2009) that can be presented as illustrations with further context around the data, as demonstrated later within this chapter.
Firstly, an overview of how the results were captured will be reported with an opinion on any clear indicators of the acceptance of rape myths against the expectations, given the source of the sample participants. This will be followed by further interpretation of the results and additional focus around the areas most indicative of rape myth acceptance. 
Secondly, the views from the focus group that seek to add more context and reasons for the initial findings will feature, followed by a conclusion of the findings. 
4.2 Coding and Scoring of Questions
In analysing the responses, the questions were regrouped into the original headings (per myth) and scored with one point for each response, except for the “Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties” heading. The questions in this group were weighted to provide equal importance to a smaller number of questions to those in the other groups, to provide an illustration of the results that would identify clear outliers. Two supplementary questions were asked to assist in contextualising the data, to determine if the participant was a police officer, police staff or volunteer and whether they had received specialised training in the investigation of rape. 
4.3 Results of Questionnaire 
101 responses were received and from those that completed the relevant questions, it was established that 74 were police officers, 25 police staff, 0 volunteers and 2 did not respond to the question. 
100 responded to the question around specific training, 75 stated they had received specific training around rape and sexual offences, 25 had not. The results of the completed questionnaires are illustrated on the attached document “Completed RMA Questionnaire” (Appendix 2).
Given the high percentage of participants who had received specialist training (coupled with the limitations already discussed around social acceptance and “towing the line”), the expectations of the author were that questions overtly querying rape myths would return a low level of acceptance, whereas the more subtle myths may indicate a greater acceptance. 
An ideal expectation from the group would be for a 100% response rate strongly disagreeing to every question, although, as stated by Reece (2013), this may provide a culture of creating myths about myths.
4.4 Results by Myth
The questions were grouped under five headings, one heading for each Rape Myth that was explored; four myths asked six questions, and one asked two questions, the results of which were weighted to provide equal overall value.
Table 1.1 – Scoring of answers to questionnaire
	Question Code (Myth)
	Scoring per question:
Question number in bold and number of responses to each option in sequential order from Strongly agree, to Strongly disagree. 

Strongly agree indicates acceptance of rape myths. Strongly disagree indicates rejection of rape myths

	Total scores per option within each code:
Strongly agree indicates acceptance of rape myths. Strongly disagree indicates rejection of rape myths.

	[bookmark: _Hlk113812319]She asked for it


	11. 0, 5, 10, 14, 71
14. 0, 11, 12, 23, 54
17. 1, 2, 4, 12, 81
18. 0, 9, 12, 19, 60
19. 0, 1, 3, 5, 91
20. 0, 0, 1, 8, 91

	Strongly agree – 1
Somewhat agree – 28
Neither agree nor disagree – 51
Somewhat disagree - 81
Strongly disagree -448 

	[bookmark: _Hlk113812353]He didn’t mean it


	8. 0, 1, 4, 14, 81
16. 0, 3, 8, 33, 54
22. 2, 20, 21, 17, 40
23. 2, 16, 14, 21, 47
25. 0, 12, 23, 18, 47
26. 0, 7, 11, 17, 65 

	Strongly agree – 4
Somewhat agree – 59
Neither agree nor disagree – 81
Somewhat disagree – 123
Strongly disagree - 334

	It wasn’t really rape


	4. 0, 0, 2, 8, 90
5. 0, 0, 0, 3, 97
6. 0, 4, 4, 25, 67
12. 0, 0, 2, 4, 93
13. 2, 5, 4, 23, 66
24. 0, 0, 0, 10, 90

	Strongly agree – 2
Somewhat agree – 9
Neither agree nor disagree – 12
Somewhat disagree – 73
Strongly disagree - 503

	She lied


	3. 3, 24, 22, 24, 27
7. 5, 24, 22, 36, 12
9. 1, 23, 30, 30, 16
10. 5, 53, 23, 12, 7
15. 0, 7, 6, 17, 70
21. 0, 2, 2, 13, 83

	Strongly agree – 14
Somewhat agree – 133
Neither agree nor disagree – 105
Somewhat disagree - 132
Strongly disagree - 215

	Victim Credibility / Evidential difficulties

	1. 17, 37, 13, 23, 10
2. 20, 42, 11, 21, 6

	Strongly agree – 111
Somewhat agree – 237
Neither agree nor disagree – 72
Somewhat disagree - 132
Strongly disagree - 48



The raw data for the grouped responses can be found attached (Appendix 3).
The charted illustration of these results clearly shows a strong rejection of rape myths towards three of the myths with less obvious views towards two.
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For further insight, the results of the questionnaire were also grouped by amalgamating the positive and negative responses, thus, strongly disagree and somewhat disagree as “Indicators of REJECTION of rape myths” and strongly agree and somewhat agree “Indicators of ACCEPTANCE of rape myths”. Neutral responses were included for completeness.

[image: ]

A breakdown of responses to each myth assists in establishing any cultural barriers that may impact on investigative decision making.
The Myth - She asked for it.
[bookmark: _Hlk115614519]The following questions were included to measure the response to this myth:
· Q11 - If a woman acts in a flirtatious way, eventually she is going to get into trouble.
· Q14 - If a woman initiates kissing or getting together, she should not be surprised if a man assumes she wants to have sex.
· Q17 - If a woman is raped while she is drunk, she is at least somewhat responsible for letting things get out of control. 
· Q18 - A lot of times, women who say they were raped often led the man on and then had regrets.
· Q19 - When women go to parties wearing revealing clothing, they are asking for trouble. 
· Q20 - If a woman goes to a room alone with a man at a party, it is partly her fault if she is raped.

There was a strong indication that overall, this myth was rejected as 448 responses strongly disagreed and 81 somewhat disagreed, an overall percentage of 87% of responses indicating this myth is not accepted, with 8% neutral and 5% accepting of it.

The Myth - He didn’t mean it
[bookmark: _Hlk115614868]The following questions were included to measure the response to this myth:
· Q8 - It shouldn't be considered rape if a man is drunk and didn't realize what he was doing.
· Q16 - When women are raped, it's often because the way they said "no" was unclear. 
· Q22 - When men rape, it is usually because of their strong desire for sex. 
· Q23 - Rape happens when a man’s sex drive gets out of control. 
· Q25 - Men don't usually intend to force sex on a woman, but sometimes they get too sexually carried away.
· Q26 - If a man is drunk, he might rape someone unintentionally.

[bookmark: _Hlk113815181]There was a strong indication that this myth was rejected as 334 responses indicated strongly disagree, 123 somewhat disagree, an overall percentage of 76% of responses indicating this myth was not accepted, with 13% neutral and 10% accepting of the myth.

The Myth - It wasn’t really rape
[bookmark: _Hlk115615153]The following questions were included to measure the response to this myth:
· Q4 - If a woman doesn't physically fight back, you can't really say it was rape.
· Q5 - If the accused "rapist" doesn't have a weapon, you really can't call it a rape. 
· Q6 - If both people are drunk, it can't be rape.
· Q13 - If a woman doesn't say "no" she can't claim rape.
· Q12 - A rape probably didn't happen if the woman has no bruises or marks. 
· Q24 - If a woman doesn't physically resist sex—even if protesting verbally —it can't he considered rape.
There was a strong indication that this myth was rejected as 503 responses indicated strongly disagree and 73 somewhat disagree, an overall percentage of 96% of responses indicating that this myth was not accepted, with 2% neutral and 2% accepting the myth.

The Myth - She Lied
[bookmark: _Hlk115618398]The following questions were included to measure the response to this myth:
· [bookmark: _Hlk115620401]Q3 - A lot of times, women who say they were raped agreed to have sex and then regret it.
· Q7 - The rate of false rape allegations is high. Many people lie and fabricate reports of rape and sexual offences.
· Q9 - Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at men. 
· Q10 - Women who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it was rape.
· Q21 - A lot of times, women who claim they were raped just have emotional problems. 
· Q15 - Real victims would report rape and sexual offences immediately

[bookmark: _Hlk115618737]Overall, there were indicators that this myth was rejected, however, the number of responses of strongly disagree or somewhat disagree were significantly lower, whilst strongly agree or somewhat agree were significantly higher, with several participants failing to respond to all questions. 215 responses strongly disagreed, and 132 somewhat disagree, a percentage of 58% of responses indicating that this myth was not accepted, with 18% neutral and 25% accepting of the myth. 

Victim Credibility / Evidential difficulties
The following questions (weighted to provide equal scoring) were included to measure the response to this myth:
· Q1 - Reports of rape and sexual offences are easy to make and difficult to defend.
· Q2 - One person’s word against another is not enough to convict rape; there needs to be witnesses or more evidence
There was an indication that this myth was accepted. 111 strongly agree and 237 somewhat agree, a percentage of 58% indicating this myth is accepted with 12% neutral and 30% disagreeing. 
Given that most responses indicated a rejection of rape myths, there was little merit in further exploring those areas within this work. However, the two headings that were most indicative of RMA were further explored for context and clarity, those being the “She Lied” myth and “Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulty” myth. Referring to the Rape Myth Questionnaire, the myth, “She Lied”, is explored by assessing each question to determine if there is a particular area which causes this myth to be accepted.
She Lied
· Q3 - A lot of times, women who say they were raped agreed to have sex and then regret it. 53 responses relate to disagree, 27 agree (3 strongly) with 22 neutral, suggesting that 27% accept the comment within this myth.
· Q7 - The rate of false rape allegations is high. Many people lie and fabricate reports of rape and sexual offences. 48 responses relate to disagree, 29 agree (5 strongly) with 22 neutral, suggesting that 29% accept the comment within this myth.
· Q9 – Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at men. 
46 responses relate to disagree, 24 agree (1 strongly) with 30 neutrals suggesting that 24% accept the comment within this myth. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk115627844]Q10 – Women who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it was rape.19 responses relate to disagree, 58 agree (5 strongly) with 23 neutral suggesting that 58% accept the comment within this myth.	
· Q15 – Real victims would report rape and sexual offences immediately. 87 responses relate to disagree, 7 agree (0 strongly) with 6 neutral suggesting that 7% accept the comment within this myth.	
· Q21 – A lot of times, women who claim they were raped just have emotional problems. 96 responses relate to disagree, 2 agree (0 strongly) with 2 neutral suggesting that 2% accept the comment within this myth.	
The breakdown of this heading suggests that there is a strong view (58%) amongst participants that women who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it was rape, whilst there is a lesser number (29%) of participants of the view that false allegations are made for different reasons as outlined in the questions.
The breakdown of questions (subject to weighting) for the myth “Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties” is detailed below.
· Q1 - Reports of rape and sexual offences are easy to make and difficult to defend. 33 responses relate to disagree, 54 agree (17 strongly) with 13 neutral, suggesting that 54% accept the comment within this myth.
· Q2 - One person’s word against another is not enough to convict rape; there needs to be witnesses or more evidence. 27 responses relate to disagree, 62 agree (20 strongly) with 11 neutral, suggesting that 62% accept the comment within this myth.
The latter question relates directly to the evaluation of evidential material within a rape investigation and interpretation of the required thresholds to progress a case, including assessing the impact of unused material likely to undermine the case (Criminal Procedure and Investigation Act, 1996).
4.5 Focus Group
To further contextualise the responses that indicate the acceptance of rape myths, a small focus group of senior investigators were asked to consider the findings and the impact this may have on investigative decision making. The group consisted of five senior investigators; thus, caution must be applied to the findings with a small number that did not enjoy the same level of anonymity provided by the questionnaire, despite being reassured that no personal details would be shared. The group consisted of two females and three males, all with an enhanced interest in rape investigations and each with at least 15 years policing experience and referred to as participants A to E. Contemporaneous notes of the focus group are attached (Appendix 4). 
Firstly, they were asked to comment about the heading “She Lied”, and whether this would influence victims in supporting a criminal justice outcome to the case. They were asked to consider this widely, including how acceptance of the myth could impact on officer behaviour or create barriers to communication. The consensus was that each officer had dealt with false allegations at some time in their career, making them sceptical in future cases, although they did not consider this would impact greatly on communication with a victim. Furthermore, hypothesising within investigations was seen to be a means to building a strong case by ruling out the weaker hypothesis, and future defences, whilst developing evidence to support the strongest case. It was thought healthy to openly consider a false allegation as one hypothesis, to strengthen a case but not to focus solely on that to the detriment of harvesting evidential material to prove a case. Whilst there was an acceptance that people do lie, and investigators may consider this within their case, the overall impact was thought to be minimal although the use of language early in investigations could have an adverse impact or influence over other persons subsequently reviewing the case. As far as victims withdrawing from the case, there was an anecdotal view that most either do not want police informed at the outset of the report, or they withdraw early in the investigation and not because of officer behaviour, although it was thought that negative attitudes could have impact on victims as well as delays, for example, having to wait months for the investigation to progress.
The second issue for consideration, evidential thresholds, sparked an overwhelming response that previous experience within the criminal justice system influenced the interpretation. That previous experience included the Crown Prosecution Service in reviewing files of evidence in deciding whether to charge a suspect with an offence of rape, or the judicial process where previous cases were acquitted. To quote participant two, “no matter how much training we get, if the jury accept rape myths, …we are fighting a losing battle, it is a societal issue and a whole Criminal Justice issue, not just policing”.
The overall views of the focus group were that they accepted there may be some indicators of rape myth acceptance within the responses to the questionnaire but not thought to be the greatest influence on decision making. Previous experience was the most influential factor which may lead to unconscious bias. There were views shared that there is too little focus around critical thinking within specialist training that could assist in minimising this issue in future cases. Furthermore, research linking policing with victims’ services was suggested to obtain a more balanced view.
4.6 Conclusion
In conclusion, the analysis of the questionnaire and focus group shows little acceptance of rape myths in three of the five groups with a slight acceptance in one group (She Lied), but which is unlikely to have a significant impact on the case. The largest acceptance of rape myths were the consideration of victim credibility and evidential thresholds, although both are based on previous experience within the criminal justice system. 


Chapter 5 - Conclusion and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
The previous chapters have progressed from the introduction of the rape attrition problem, through the research and analysis phases of rape myths acceptance, with the last chapter presenting the product of primary research by way of a questionnaire and focus group. This chapter concludes the study by summarising the key findings of the research question and proposing recommendations.
The attrition problem in rape cases: exploring the impact of rape myth acceptance on investigative decision making in adult rape cases against women in a rural police service in Wales.  
5.2 Key Findings
This study aimed to identify the extent of rape myth acceptance amongst investigators and the impact this had on decision making, victims withdrawing from cases and how to overcome, if required, rape myth acceptance. 
The results indicate that rape myth were accepted in a rural policing area in Wales but limited to an extent unlikely to impact on key investigative decision making. There was evidence of sub conscious acceptance which could influence attitudes although a supervisory process limited the impact on investigations.
Throughout the literature review, the extent of previous research into the criminal offence of rape across the globe was found to be significant but limited in specific rural areas of the UK. It suggested that as knowledge develops and society modernises, so too do attitudes towards women and the offence of rape. As well as changing over time, attitudes ranged between less developed rural areas where rape can be seen as the fault of the woman, to feminist views sufficiently strong to impact on meaningful debates around the subject in cosmopolitan areas. The level of acceptance of rape myths remains varied and there is no clear indicator within modern societies, of rape myths being more accepted in one community than any other as individuals are influenced by many factors including their own beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours.  Although rape myths appear less prevalent in modern times, they are still present within the criminal justice system, despite, at times, being almost covert. As the acceptance may be so subtle, there is a risk that those investigating rape may not be aware of their presence, although as investigators become more experienced, the impact reduces and (supervisory) processes are in place to limit any effects on the investigation. 
The primary research conducted through the questionnaire supported the findings of the literature review that rape myth acceptance varied, although there was little evidence of RMA within three of the five areas measured. Two areas indicated a higher level of acceptance, which were more subtle and may even be sub conscious, although police officers appear able to suppress biases and remain impartial for much of the investigation.  
The area apparently causing the largest issue is the acceptance that victims lie, which could impact on the overall tone of the investigation as investigators could influence others reviewing the case or inhibit confidence of the victim if they disclose any disbelief of the report.
Further areas of rape myth acceptance were present in the assessment of the evidential value of material and interpretation of legal thresholds, which could hamper investigations by causing premature decisions if the investigator (wrongly) considers the case to be weak. Due to the processes within the criminal justice system, investigators base many decisions around previous experiences with prosecuting agencies or the outcomes at court and may second guess how a lawyer would approach the case or how a jury would interpret the evidence. There are however safeguards around this, by supervisory oversight at several levels that should ensure the facts of the case are not impacted by personal views.
5.3 Contribution
This research has highlighted the change in attitude towards rape over decades and how the training and experience of investigators can improve the response to rape and victims experience. However, it also suggests that despite training and continued professionalism of police investigators, there are gaps around understanding the complexities of the offence of rape and raises questions around jurors in the UK justice system who are drawn at random across society. If trained police officers lack knowledge, one may ask how untrained members of the community can be expected to return accurate justice?
5.4 Recommendations
Three recommendations can be adduced from this study.
1. To enhance training around critical thinking in rape investigations and how previous experience, attitudes and behaviour can influence investigators.
2. To enhance training around rape trauma and the psychological impact of the crime on victims.
3. To conduct research amongst victims who have experienced the criminal justice system in this geographical area and the impact the identified rape myth acceptance has had on communication with investigators.
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Appendix 1 Rape Myth Questionnaire (Question set)

		Original Question no.

		Questionnaire No.

		Question



		23

		1

		Reports of rape and sexual offences are easy to make and difficult to defend.





		26

		2

		One person’s word against another is not enough to convict rape; there needs to be witnesses or more evidence



		18

		3

		Often, women who say they were raped agreed to have sex and then regret it.



		14

		4

		If a woman doesn't physically fight back, you can't really say it was rape.



		16

		5

		If the accused "rapist" doesn't have a weapon, you can't really call it a rape. 





		12

		6

		If both people are drunk, its unlikely to be rape.





		25

		7

		The rate of false rape allegations is high. Many people lie and fabricate reports of rape and sexual offences.





		11

		8

		It shouldn't be considered rape if a man is drunk and didn't realize what he was doing.



		19

		9

		Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at men. 





		22

		10

		Women who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it was rape.



		4

		11

		If a woman acts in a flirtatious way, eventually she is going to get into trouble.



		15

		12

		A rape probably didn't happen if the woman has no bruises or marks. 





		17

		13

		If a woman doesn't say "no" it isn’t rape.





		6

		14

		If a woman initiates kissing or getting together, she should not be surprised if a man assumes she wants to have sex.





		24

		15

		Real victims would report rape and sexual offences immediately





		5

		16

		When women are raped, it's often because the way they said "no" was unclear. 





		1

		17

		If a woman is raped while she is drunk, she is at least somewhat responsible for letting things get out of control. 





		20

		18

		Women who say they were raped often led the man on and then had regrets.



		2

		19

		When women go to parties wearing revealing clothing, they are asking for trouble.



		3

		20

		If a woman goes to a room alone with a man at a party, it is partly her fault if she is raped. 





		21

		21

		Often, women who claim they were raped just have emotional problems. 





		7

		22

		When men rape, it is usually because of their strong desire for sex. 





		9

		23

		Rape happens when a man’s sex drive gets out of control. 





		13

		24

		If a woman doesn't physically resist sex—even if protesting verbally —it can't he considered rape. 





		8

		25

		Men don't usually intend to force sex on a woman, but sometimes they get too sexually carried away. 





		10

		26

		If a man is drunk, he might rape someone unintentionally.







Individuals are asked to respond using a five-point scale (from 5 = strongly disagree to 1 = strongly agree). Higher scores indicate a rejection of rape myth acceptance)

Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree
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Appendix 1 Rape Questionnaire

Rape Questionnaire  

		100

Responses

		07:30

Average time to complete

		Active

Status









1. Reports of rape and sexual offences are easy to make and difficult to defend. 

Strongly agree

17

Somewhat agree

37

Neither agree nor disagree

13

Somewhat disagree

23

Strongly disagree

10



2. One person’s word against another is not enough to convict a rape case: there

	needs to be witnesses or more evidence.

[image: ]	[image: ]	Strongly agree	20

	[image: ]	Somewhat agree	42

	[image: ]	Neither agree nor disagree	11

	[image: ]	Somewhat disagree	21

	[image: ]	Strongly disagree	6









3. Often, women who say they were raped agreed to have sex and then regret

	it.	

Strongly agree

3

Somewhat agree

24

Neither agree nor disagree

22

Somewhat disagree

24

Strongly disagree

27



4. If a woman doesn't physically fight back, you can't really say it was rape. 

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

0

Neither agree nor disagree

2

Somewhat disagree

8

Strongly disagree

90



5. If the accused "rapist" doesn't have a weapon, you can't really call it a rape.  

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

0

Neither agree nor disagree

0

Somewhat disagree

3

Strongly disagree

97









6. If both people are drunk, it's unlikely to be rape. 

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

4

Neither agree nor disagree

4

Somewhat disagree

25

Strongly disagree

67



7. The rate of false rape allegations is high. Many people lie and fabricate reports 

	of rape and sexual offences.	

Strongly agree

5

Somewhat agree

24

Neither agree not disagree

22

Somewhat disagree

36

Strongly disagree

12



8. It shouldn't be considered rape if a man is drunk and didn't realize what he	

	was doing.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

1

Neither agree nor disagree

4

Somewhat disagree

14

Strongly disagree

81





9. Rape accusations are often used as a way of getting back at men. 

Strongly agree

1

Somewhat agree

23

Neither agree nor disagree

30

Somewhat disagree

30

Strongly disagree

16



10. Women who are caught cheating on their boyfriends sometimes claim it	

	was rape.	

Strongly agree

5

Somewhat agree

53

Neither agree nor disagree

23

Somewhat disagree

12

Strongly disagree

7



11. If a woman acts in a flirtatious way, eventually she is going to get into	

	trouble.	

[image: ]	[image: ]	Strongly agree	0

	[image: ]	Somewhat agree	5

	[image: ]	Neither agree nor disagree	10

	[image: ]	Somewhat disagree	14

	[image: ]	Strongly disagree	71



12. A rape probably didn't happen if the woman has no bruises or marks. 

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

0

Neither agree nor disagree

2

Somewhat disagree

4

Strongly disagree

93



13. If a woman doesn't say "no" it isn't rape. 

Strongly agree

2

Somewhat agree

5

Neither agree nor disagree

4

Somewhat disagree

23

Strongly disagree

66



14. If a woman initiates kissing or getting together, she should not be surprised if 

	a man assumes she wants to have sex.	

[image: ]	[image: ]	Strongly agree	0

	[image: ]	Somewhat agree	11

	[image: ]	Neither agree nor disagree	12

	[image: ]	Somewhat disagree	23

	[image: ]	Strongly disagree	54







15. Real victims would report rape and sexual offences immediately. 

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

7

Neither agree nor disagree

6

Somewhat disagree

17

Strongly disagree

70



16. When women are raped, it's often because the way they said "no" was	

	unclear.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

3

Neither agree nor disagree

8

Somewhat disagree

33

Strongly disagree

54



17. If a woman is raped while she is drunk, she is at least somewhat responsible	

	for letting things get out of control. 	

Strongly agree

1

Somewhat agree

2

Neither agree nor disagree

4

Somewhat disagree

12

Strongly disagree

81







18. Women who say they were raped often led the man on and then had	

	regrets.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

9

Neither agree nor disagree

12

Somewhat disagree

19

Strongly disagree

60



19. When women go to parties wearing revealing clothing, they are asking for	

	trouble.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

1

Neither agree nor disagree

3

Somewhat disagree

5

Strongly disagree

91



20. If a woman goes to a room alone with a man at a party, it is partly her fault	

	if she is raped.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

0

Neither agree nor disagree

1

Somewhat disagree

8

Strongly disagree

91





21. Often, women who claim they were raped just have emotional problems. 

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

2

Neither agree nor disagree

2

Somewhat disagree

13

Strongly disagree

83



22. When men rape, it is usually because of their strong desire for sex. 

Strongly agree

2

Somewhat agree

20

Neither agree nor disagree

21

Somewhat disagree

17

Strongly disagree

40



23. Rape happens when a man’s sex drive gets out of control.  

[image: ]	[image: ]	Strongly agree	2

	[image: ]	Somewhat agree	16

	[image: ]	Neither agree nor disagree	14

	[image: ]	Somewhat disagree	21

	[image: ]	Strongly disagree	47







24. If a woman doesn't physically resist sex—even if protesting verbally —it can	

	not be considered rape.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

0

Neither agree nor disagree

0

Somewhat disagree

10

Strongly disagree

90



25. Men don't usually intend to force sex on a woman, but sometimes they get	

	too sexually carried away.	

Strongly agree

0

Somewhat agree

12

Neither agree nor disagree

23

Somewhat disagree

18

Strongly disagree

47



26. If a man is drunk, he might rape someone unintentionally. 

[image: ]	[image: ]	Strongly agree	0

	[image: ]	Somewhat agree	7

	[image: ]	Neither agree nor disagree	11

	[image: ]	Somewhat disagree	17

	[image: ]	Strongly disagree	65





27. What is your role? 

Volunteer

0

Police Staff

24

Police Officer

74



28. Have you received any specific training around rape or sexual offences? (0 point)

Yes

75

No

24
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Sheet1

						She asked for it		He didnt mean it		It wasnt really rape		She Lied		Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties

				Strongly agree		2		2		1		28		75

				Somewhat agree		47		45		7		115		285

				Neither agree or disagree		59		65		13		93		102

				Somewhat disagree		117		79		72		149		99

				Strongly disagree		373		409		507		214		39

						She asked for it		He didnt mean it		It wasnt really rape		She Lied		Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties

				Indicators of ACCEPTANCE of rape myths		49		47		62		143		360

				Neither agree or disagree		59		65		13		93		102

				Indicators of NON ACCEPTANCE of rape myths		490		488		513		363		138



Rape Myth Acceptance Questionnaire



Strongly agree	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	2	2	1	28	75	Somewhat agree	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	47	45	7	115	285	Neither agree or disagree	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	59	65	13	93	102	Somewhat disagree	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	117	79	72	149	99	Strongly disagree	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	373	409	507	214	39	Rape Myth Heading





Number of Responses











Rape Myth Questionnaire - Grouped Responses



Indicators of ACCEPTANCE of rape myths	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	49	47	62	143	360	Neutral	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	59	65	13	93	102	Indicators of NON ACCEPTANCE of rape myths	She asked for it	He didnt mean it	It wasnt really rape	She Lied	Victim Credibility / Evidential Difficulties	490	488	513	363	138	Grouped Responses





Number of Responses
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Appendix 4 Focus Group Notes 01.07.2022			

Notes from focus group held on 01.07.2022 with five Senior Investigating Officers are available if required. The notes contain sensitive information and have been provided to the course supervisor, Alison Cooke, if required.
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