Aztec Timeline
The Mexica people appear in the valley of Mexico, believe to be from the mythical city of Aztlan (a town built on island) they migrated through the northern steppes. These people worshiped the god Huitzilopochtli. 1
13th Century




The Mexica took refuge in the realm of Culhuacan where they were expected to be killed by the venomous snakes in the region. By 1323 they were chased off however. 2
1299


1325

The Mexica saw a sign of an eagle perched on a cactus with a snake in its mouth in the centre of on island in the middle of a lake. They believed this was a sign sent from the gods of where to settle. It is here that they build their city Tenochtitlan. 3



Acampichtli became the king of Tenochtitlan. Another Aztec town, Tlatelolco chose a Tapanec prince as their ruler in order to insert themselves into the network of alliances in the area. The Mexica became a tributary of the dominant power in the region, Azcapotzalco. They used this period to expand and gain strength. 4
1372




War broke out between Azcapotzalco and another emerging power, Texcoco. The Tapenecs took large amounts of Texocoan territory. The Mexica received apart of the tribute and the right of inspection over the newly conquered lands. 5 
1418




1426
The death of the Tezozomoc, the leader of Azcapotzalco, his son succeeded him and found the Mexica and the Texocoans in a league against him. 6
The triple alliance forme between the Mexica, Texcocans and the Tacubans. They lay siege to Azcapotzalco which lasted for 114 days breaking Tapanec power. The Triple alliance became the Aztec Empire. 7
1428
1440
Moctezuma I succeeded Itzacoatl as Emperor. He launched a military campaign that was however interrupted by devastating famine. 8
Moctezuma I took the city of Coixtlahuaca, a key trading city renowned for its goldwork. The also conquered the Huaxtecs and the Totonacs in order to force them to take tribute. 9
1458
1466
Moctezuma I launched his last campaign attacking the city of Tepeaca which controlled the southern trading roots. 10
1472
The death of Moctezuma. 11
1473
Tlatelolco, the commercial centre of the Mexica  rebels against Tenochtitlan. Moctezuma’s successor, Axayacatl defeats the rebellion and sacks the city. He also reduces much of its autonomy. 12





1486
Ahuitzotl came to power and crushed a number of revolts. 13
1487
The inauguration of the Great Temple in Tenochtitlan during which an estimated 80,400 people were sacrificed during a four-day period. 14
1502
Moctezuma II succeeds Ahuitzotl. Moctezuma reforms the political system giving himself absolute power and replacing ministers placed by his predecessor with young members of noble families, thereby strengthening the aristocracy. 15
1519 April
Moctezuma II sends envoys to great strangers on the coast at Veracruz. These strangers are Spaniards led by Cortes. But are believed to be gods by the Aztecs. 16
1519 November
Cortes meets with Emperor Moctezuma in Tenochtitlan. The Spaniards stay in the palace of Axayacatl. They take the Emperor hostage and kill many members of the aristocracy. Moctezuma is then later killed by his own people. 17
1521 August
Tenochtitlan falls to Cortes and his allies after a three month siege. The Emperor Cuauhtemoc was taken prisoner and later executed by the Spanish. The Aztec Empire is officially over. 18



Footnotes.
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