The Anglo Irish Treaty and its effect on Republicanism.
Within this assignment I will attempt to answer the question of what the Anglo Irish treaty was, what it meant for Ireland ,whether it was accepted universally within the country and ultimately whether the Anglo Irish Treaty of 1921 marked a defeat for republicanism in Ireland.
The Anglo Irish treaty was formed on a basis of an agreement between Ireland and Britain.[footnoteRef:1]The treaty came into effect following many lengthy discussions and compromises between several Irish delegates and the British government,[footnoteRef:2] with regard to fulfilling the wish of Ireland in regard to its goal of reaching its independence as a separate nation to Britain.[footnoteRef:3]Prior to the agreement coming into effect Ireland the Dail had set up an alternate government, following  their acquisition of the regional government and there had also been an upsurge in violence, the result of these factors had brought a deadlock between the Irish and British governments.[footnoteRef:4] Britain had also experienced  lack of success in its attempt to subdue the resistance from Ireland by way of force and subsequently the Prime Minister of Britain at this time, David Lloyd George in an attempt to  settle the matter with finality requested the attendance of the Republic premier Eamon De Valera via invitation and meetings took place.[footnoteRef:5] De Valera however did not himself attend the ensuing negotiations leading up to the treaty but instead sent envoys in his place.[footnoteRef:6]The men sent to enter into the discussions included Michael Collins and Arthur Griffiths.[footnoteRef:7]Others notably present alongside Michael Collins and Arthur Griffiths were Erskine Childers, Robert Barton, George Gavan Duffy, and Eamon Duggan and it was these men who were collectively tasked with reaching a deal with regard to Ireland via the lengthy dialogues with members of the British government.[footnoteRef:8]The negotiations to formalise the treaty had taken a lot of back and forth between both parties, the end result of which had set out the terms relating to the final contract in regard to the self-governing of Ireland, and such terms were to conclude that Ireland was to be attributed a position of dominion, but should still be held under the British Commonwealth,[footnoteRef:9]financial autonomy, and the armed forces within Ireland were also negotiated within the meetings. [1:  Jason K.Knirck, Imagining Ireland’s Independence,( USA: Rowman and Littlefield publishers inc,2006),p.1.]  [2:  Jason K.Knirck, Imagining Ireland’s Independence,( USA: Rowman and Littlefield publishers inc,2006),p.1.]  [3:  Michael O Fathartaigh and Liam Weeks, The Birth of a State,(Irish Academic Press,2021).]  [4:  Fergus J M Campbell, Land and Revolution: National Politics in West of Ireland,1891-1921,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2005),pp.226-285.]  [5:  Michael O Fathartaigh and Liam Weeks, The Birth of a State]  [6:  Eimear Flanagan, ‘NI 100: Why Did  De Valera Refuse To Attend 1921 Treaty Negotiations?’, in BBC News, < <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-58826751>, [Accessed 15/05/2021].]  [7:  Roland Martin, ‘Anglo Irish Treaty’, in Encyclopaedia Britannica,(19/04/24), https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglo-Irish-Treaty, ]  [8: https://www.theirishstory.com/2011/12/06/today-in-irish-history-6-december-1921-the-anglo-irish-treaty-is-signed/>, ]  [9:  Ivan Gibbon, ‘The Anglo-Irish Treaty 1921: The Response of the  British Parliamentary Labour Party and Labour Party and Labour Press’, Labour History Review,76.1,(2011),pp.1-15,<https://doi.org 10.11791179/174581810x12922570703476>,[Accessed 17/04/24].] 



A proxy of the British Monarch King George V was also instated in similar fashion to other dominions.[footnoteRef:10]The treaty had taken the effect of actualising an autonomous Irish Free State.[footnoteRef:11] The previous year had witnessed the assent of the government of Ireland Act of 1920.[footnoteRef:12]The Act had been in to force between the War of Independence that began in 1919, and the Anglo Irish Treaty and it had made several administrations for Ireland including the implementation of Home Rule which had provided some devolution for the country but had not had the opportunity to be established due to the war in 1914.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  ‘Documents on Irish Foreign Policy Series: Excerpts on the Anglo -Irish Treaty’, in The National Archives,<https://www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/anglo_irish/dfaexhib2.html, [Accessed 14/05/24].]  [11:  Mark Simpson, ’NI 100:Signing The Anglo Irish Treaty Marked 100 Years On’, (06/12/2021),BBC News,< https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-59540004#:~:text=The%20agreement%20was%20reached%20at%20Downing%20Street%20on,and%20it%20kept%20Ireland%20within%20the%20British%20Empire.>, [Accessed 15/04/24].]  [12:  Sharon ferguson,’90th anniversary of signing  the Anglo Irish treaty’, (06 /12/2011),in BBC News,< <https://www.bbc. co.uk/ News/world-europe-160449 234>, [Accessed 10/05/24].]  [13:  James Meighan, ‘A Nation Once Again?’,(04/09/20), in ,The Law Society Gazette,< <https://www.lawsociety.ie/gazette/in-depth/government-of-ireland-act>, [Accessed 21/04/24].] 

The Anglo Irish contract had initiated the Irish Free State following the abolition of the Republic. [footnoteRef:14]The treaty was said to have provided the country of Ireland with more autonomy than achieved previously.[footnoteRef:15]The final document had provided some of these freedoms in regard to the country  such as considerable financial independence, and the disbursement of soldiers from Britain from within the country.[footnoteRef:16]The treaty had also retained some of the ports in Ireland for British utilisation and had also articled a pledge of dedication to the monarch to be accepted by the Dial representatives.[footnoteRef:17] The peripheries of the country which had initialised Northen Ireland and provided a border separating the Southern parts and Northern parts of Ireland that had been enacted under the government of Ireland Act 1920 had also received some attention during discussions and following the treaty Northern Ireland had made the decision to continue on as part of the United Kingdom under an opt out choice within the treaty with regard to being or not being part of the Irish free state.[footnoteRef:18] [14:  Dr John Borgonovo, ’The IRA The Split and the Anglo-Irish Treaty’,(09/02/22),in Feature Articles, University College,Cork,Ireland,< https://www.bing.com/search?q=did+the+anglo+irish+treaty+dis+establish+the+republic&form=ANNTH1&refig=EA00F3AAA6B1493F90175E0C469C7973&pc=ASTS>, [Accessed 14/05/24].]  [15:  Mark Simpson,’ NI 100:Signing The Anglo Irish Treaty Marked 100 Years On’, (06/12/2021),BBC News,< https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-59540004#:~:text=The%20agreement%20was%20reached%20at%20Downing%20Street%20on,and%20it%20kept%20Ireland%20within%20the%20British%20Empire.>, [Accessed 15/04/24].]  [16:  Jason K.Knirck, Imagining Ireland’s Independence,( USA: Rowman and Littlefield publishers inc,2006),p.1.]  [17: David Torrance, ‘The Anglo -Irish Treaty 1921’,(05/12/22),< https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9260/>, [Accessed 26/04/24].]  [18:  Professor Heather Jones, ‘A Brief History of the Partition of Ireland’,(18/05/22), in History Extra,<https://www.historyextra.com/period/20th-century/partition-ireland-northern-southern-republic-brief-history-facts/>,[Accessed 13/05/24].] 

The signing of the document had achieved success in regard to quashing the war of independence ,but it also however later had the effect of creating a civil war with regard to some of the conditions stipulated within it .[footnoteRef:19]The Irish civil war was to take place among the supporters of the agreement and those that did not support it.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  ‘100 Years On’; The Drama Behind The Anglo Irish Treaty’, in The Irish Times,(06/12/2021), <https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/100-years-on-the-drama-behind-the-anglo-irish-treaty-1.4747797>, [Accessed 04/04/24].]  [20: John Dorney, ‘The Irish Civil War, A Brief Overview’,(02/07/12)In The Irish Story,<https://www.theirishstory.com/2012/07/02/the-irish-civil-war-a-brief-overview/>,[Accessed 11/05/24].] 

The previous Government of Ireland Act had also provided for some devolution for Ireland and had allowed for the creation of two parliaments within Ireland, one for southern Ireland which systemised twenty six counties and situated in Dublin and one within Belfast, Northern Ireland which oversaw six northern counties.[footnoteRef:21]The two devolved parliaments gave some autonomy to the county in relation to certain legislation, representation for the country within the House of Commons, and certain financial decisions. [footnoteRef:22]The treaty was seen as allowing more privilege in regard to freedoms than the 1920 Act.[footnoteRef:23] [21: ‘Government of Ireland Act 1920’,in Legislation.Gov.uk,< <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/10-11/67/contents/enacted>, [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [22:  Government of Ireland Act 1920’,in Legislation.Gov.uk,< https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/10-11/67/contents/enacted>, [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [23: James Meighan, ‘A Nation Once Again’, (04/09/20),in The Law Society Gazette <https://www.lawsociety.ie/gazette/in-depth/government-of-ireland-act>,[Accessed 12/05/24].] 

The Treaty had caused much issue within Ireland especially with regard to some of the terms that had been set within it, including later between those that had signed the document.[footnoteRef:24]The British government had seen it as a conclusion to the clash with Ireland but for Ireland this was not the case as the agreement was not universally accepted.[footnoteRef:25] The differences in opinion were discussed within the Dail Eireann, following the initial meetings however its members did eventually after much debate vote in favour of the treaty by a slim majority,[footnoteRef:26]The only other way forward according to the British Pime Minister during the consultations had been that if there was a failure to come to an agreement regarding Ireland a resurgence of the fighting between the two countries would ensue.[footnoteRef:27]The final signed document would ultimately receive both support and opposition within the country. [24:  Brenda Malone, ‘The Signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty,1921’,in,National Museum of Ireland, https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Collection/Documentation-Discoveries/Artefact/The-Signing-of-the-Anglo-Irish-Treaty,-1921/7a49e7e5-7cf7-4218-b3b4-c974d4adafa6#:~:text=The%20Treaty%20was%20rejected%20by%20de%20Valera%20and,now%20the%20Free%20State%20Forces%2C%20on%2028%20June.>, [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [25:  Michael O Fathartaigh and Liam Weeks, The Birth Of A State,(Ireland: Irish Academic Press,2021),]  [26:  Michael Gallagher, Political Parties in the Republic of Ireland,(Manchester: Manchester University Press,1951),p.3.]  [27:  Michael Gallagher, Political Parties in the Republic of Ireland,(Manchester: Manchester University Press,1951),p.3.
  ] 

Support for the treaty stood upon the premise that the authority it gave to the country was a precursor to the unity of Ireland.[footnoteRef:28]The supporters of the treaty had promoted it at the time as a stepping stone to eventual self-government for the country with its leaders also maintaining that it was an initial step forward in the direction of complete autonomy for Ireland.[footnoteRef:29]The treaty provided many of the hallmarks in regard to autonomy, including a self-government and it had provided a drafted system of rules that had the chance to be altered in the future, the document although it had also provided the country with more autonomy than the previous home rule and Government of Ireland Act, it had not provided for a republic at this time.[footnoteRef:30] The supporters of the Anglo Irish treaty also had faith in the fact that it would bring for Ireland a better standard of living.[footnoteRef:31] [28:  Bill Kissane, The Politics of Irish Civil War,(Oxford: Oxford University Press,2005).]  [29: Saskia Vermeulen, ‘Michael Collin’s Famous Speech and the Advent of the Republic of Ireland’, in <https://www.historyireland.com/michael-collinss-famous-speech-and-the-advent-of-the-republic-of-ireland/>,[Accessed 19/04/24].]  [30:  Saskia Vermeulen, ‘Michael Collin’s Famous Speech and the Advent of the Republic of Ireland’, in <https://www.historyireland.com/michael-collinss-famous-speech-and-the-advent-of-the-republic-of-ireland/>,[Accessed 19/04/24].]  [31:  Charles Townsend, Ireland The 20th Century,(London:Arnold,1998),p.110.] 

Opposition to the Treaty was centred in relation to some of the terms set within it, such as the swearing of allegiance to the British Monarch,[footnoteRef:32]also the treaty had not been successful in providing a satisfactory measure of autonomy that was hoped for, and that the proponents of it had accepted this as one of the terms.[footnoteRef:33]The treaty had caused a backlash from within Sinn Fein and its leader Eamon De Valera had not welcomed the final agreement, even though it had been by a very small margin of numbers been validated by the Dail.[footnoteRef:34]The finality of the agreement between the negotiators and the British parliament in December had been signed in his absence.[footnoteRef:35] Eamon De Valera was also unhappy with the awarding of the status of dominion for the country, as his stance had been one of self-government for Ireland and the country being designated as a dominion was in opposition to this wish as Ireland would be made to remain under the British commonwealth and it was felt that the document would not conclude the disagreements with Ireland and Britain.[footnoteRef:36]The members of the Sinn Fein party were also disunited as some had elected cast their ballot  in opposition and others within the party had supported the terms.[footnoteRef:37] The side of the party that had opposed thereafter also disregarded the election that had created the free state.[footnoteRef:38]’The Irish Republican Army were also experiencing a difference of opinion within it in regard to the treaty with some in support of it, but many not in support of the terms.[footnoteRef:39]The topic of status was one of the most notable significant factor among those not in support of the document.[footnoteRef:40] Article four of the final document ultimately meant that the total independence of Britain would not be realised for Ireland and their status would be in similarity to other countries under domain authority with Ireland assigned a governor general acting as an envoy on behalf of the King.[footnoteRef:41]The expectation of the end of the problems in the North allowing for a merge of the country by way of a boundary commission had also come to the fore and was rebuffed by opposers of the treaty due to the lack of freedoms it allowed the country of Ireland in similarity of other dominions like Canada and De Valera’s concerns had been that it would not result in either calm or autonomy for the country .[footnoteRef:42]The opposition had also denounced the swearing of allegiance to the British Monarch in addition to status as they had felt that it went against their values.[footnoteRef:43] [32:  Nicholas Mansergh, Nationalism and Independence: Selected Irish Papers, ed by Diana Mansergh,(Cork University Press,1997), P.XV.]  [33: Keiron Curtis, ‘The 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty’, in P. S. Hegarty (1879-1955), (Anthem Press, 2010), pp. 105–20 <https://doi.org/10.7135/UPO9781843317647.009>,[Accessed 10/05/2024].]  [34:  Brenda Malone, ‘The Signing of the Anglo Irish -Treaty,1921’,in National Museum of Ireland,(2023), https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Collection/Documentation-Discoveries/Artefact/The-Signing-of-the-Anglo-Irish-Treaty,-1921/7a49e7e5-7cf7-4218-b3b4-c974d4adafa6>,[Accessed 27/04/24].]  [35:  Julia Walsh’ ’Eamon De Valera and the Rivalry That Led to War’, in Histories,vol.9,issue 1,Article 5P.34.< https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1156&context=the_histories>, [Accessed 15/05/24].]  [36:  Bill Kissane, The Politics of the Irish Civil War, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005).]  [37:  Julia Walsh’ ’Eamon De Valera and the Rivalry That Led to War’, in Histories,vol.9,issue 1,Article 5,p.35.< https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1156&context=the_histories>,[ Accessed 15/05/24].]  [38:  John Borgonovo,The IRA, The Split and the Anglo Irish Treaty, (28/12/21), in The Irish Examiner,< https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/spotlight/arid-40774302.html>, [Accessed 14/05/24].
Keiron Curtis, ‘The 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty’, in P. S. Hegarty (1879-1955) (Anthem Press, 2010),p.107. <https://doi.org/10.7135/UPO9781843317647.009>, [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [39:  Roland Martin, ’Anglo Irish Treaty’,(19/04/24),in Encyclopaedia Britannica,< https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglo-Irish-Treaty>, [Accessed 05/05/24].]  [40:  Deirdre McMahon, ‘Ireland, the Empire, and the Commonwealth’, in Ireland and the British Empire (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) ,(eBook ),<https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199251841.003.0007>.]  [41:  David Torrence,’A Century Since the Anglo Irish Treaty’,(06/12/21],in House of Commons Library, UK P arliament,<https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/a-century-since-the-anglo-irish-treaty/>,[Accessed 22/02/24].]  [42:  Charles Townsend, Ireland The 20th Century,(London:Arnold,1998),p.109.]  [43:  Charles Townsend, Ireland The 20th Century,p.109.] 

The Anglo Irish treaty had put an end to the civil unrest between Britain and Ireland however as it had ended one conflict following the disagreements between parties in Ireland with regard to its conditions it had set a road to a new conflict with the Civil War that came in 1922.The treaty been a disputable issue before during and after its implementation in 1921.The disagreements regarding the conditions had divided the parties including Sinn Fein and the Irish Republican Army and had also brought about the eventual resignation of the leader Eamon De Valera from the Sinn Fein party, following protestation after the Dail had elected to accept the conditions of the document.[footnoteRef:44]The disagreements over the conditions that had seen the parties of Sinn Fein and the IRA divide following those debates eventually culminated into the civil conflict.[footnoteRef:45]The Irish Civil War that followed in 1922  between these supporters and non-supporters of the Anglo Irish treaty ultimately resulted in defeat for the opposition and one year after the treaty was initialised the Irish Free State was formalised and the interim government of the treaty supporters was made an established government.  [footnoteRef:46]  [44:  Luke Sproule, ‘Ireland 1922:The New Irish State Descends Into Civil War’,(01/01/22)in BBC News,<https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-59548846>,[Accessed 14/05/24].]  [45:  Luke Sproule, ‘Ireland 1922:The New Irish State Descends Into Civil War’,(01/01/22)in BBC News <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-59548846>,[Accessed 14/05/24].]  [46:  Dr Patrick J Hillary, ’Eamon De Valera (1882-1975)’,in Clare County Library,< https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/people/eamon.htm>,[Accessed 05/05/24].
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