Susan Isaacs – Case Study
Read the following case study then answer the questions.

Charlie aged 2ys 6 months is very inquisitive. Whilst playing outside at his childminder’s home he moves a small log and squats down to have a look at the earwigs, woodlice and earthworms. He is totally absorbed and talks to the creatures. He moves and lifts up another log to find more creatures. This time he lies down on his stomach and watches the creatures. He also carries on talking to the creatures. He stays like this for several minutes. His childminder is observing him and notes his level of concentration. Charlie calls her over to him and he starts to tell her about the creatures; he is excited and enthusiastic about his discoveries. The childminder responds positively and listens carefully to Charlie as he talks to her. After a short while the childminder suggests putting the logs back very carefully so as not to disturb the creatures’ ‘home’. Charlie nods his agreement and his childminder asks him open-ended questions such as ‘I wonder where the worm has gone now?’

How do you think Charlie was in control of his learning?

How does the communication of the childminder support Isaac’s theory?
How does observation help practitioners learn about children in their care?
How could Charlie’s learning and development be extended?
