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Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
Introduction  
In this assignment I will be creating a community profile on my PTE1 school by suggesting ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupils learning. When writing my assignment, it is important to keep the name of my PTE1 school anonymous this is due to the BERA  2024 guidelines. (www.bera.ac.uk)  The confidentiality and anonymous treatment of participants data is considered the  norm for the conduct of research.’ (P.24, Bera, 2024) This suggests that the participants in my research have the right to privacy. This is achieved through ensuring you manage your research data with confidentiality and anonymity in my data. Having community engagement within schools are very important as they are the main point where families and children interact and learn from each other. 
community profile 
My PTE1 school is an important educational institution based in a rural area. The school currently has 617 pupils, with the children’s aged between 2-11 years, in 22 classes. Most children come from the immediate area. The school also has two classes in a special needs unit l for pupils aged 3 to 11 years old who need extra support these pupils mostly come from the local authority area. The school serves a diverse community, providing education for students from a range of backgrounds. The Estyns report for the school was released in 2016 which means the report is not current, therefore the statistics and figures in the document may not be as accurate. After reviewing the data on the Estyns report it was important for me to also look on my local school to see if I could compare the report and see if any numbers and figures have changed since the report was released. According to my local authority 28.2% of pupils are eligible for free school meals which is above the national average. My local school also states the school budget on each pupil in 2024 was £4,808 per pupil.  There are many facilities in the local area of my PTE1 school such as a bus service which is linked to many major towns around the school. The area also has a leisure centre close by. According to reference having a leisure centre near by is a crucial part in a community as it allows the whole family to introduce physical activity into their daily lives, aiding health and wellbeing. The community also has a gallery named vc gallery, this is a local charity which allows families to do different arts and craft projects together free of charge. The school has a flying start programme.  (www.gov.wales) Flying start programme is a phased expansion of early years provision to all two-year-olds in Wales. Flying start helps families with children under 4 years old in disadvantaged areas in Wales. Flying start is important in the community as helps children’s four core elements, free quality childcare, parenting support, intensive health visitor support and support for early literacy. The school has an extensive of activities for the whole community. The face project is a project which helps engage disengaged families with the school. The project is split into 3 phases. Firstly, a questionnaire is sent out to the community through social media where people can answer anonymously on what they are struggling with, the school then reviews the answers and invites the community into the school to engage in different sessions such as cooking, math lessons, how to budget and language lessons. These sessions help families engage with other similar families around the community. The school has released a development plan for 2024-2025 which voices their targets for the next academic year. Some of the targets include further develop their Welsh provision within the school and continue to improve standards in Welsh, improve attendance, reduce the attainment gap between pupils entitled to free school meals and pupils not entitled to free school meals and continue to improve standards in reading. After reading Estyns report on the school it has suggested many positives on the school, for example the report states how all pupils make good progress from their starting points, most pupils are enthusiastic, highly motivated and confident learners. It also tells that there is an extensive range of extra curricular activities and pupils develop a thoughtful approach to self assessment and challenge themselves well to improve. Some recommendations in Estyns report were to improve pupil's skills in writing at length, improve pupil's opportunities for outdoor learning, particularly in foundation phase and ensure that reports to parents meet statutory requirements. 
Community engagement 
 There are many ways in which my PTE1 school could engage its local community.  One way in which the school could engage the parent/carer community is by setting up volunteering and work opportunities for parents and carers. By allowing community members to assist in classrooms, extracurricular activities, or school events will allow parents to gain hands on experience in a a classroom setting. It also gives parents the opportunity to observe and participate in various aspects of the teaching and learning aspects. Having parents volunteer in a school can have many positives and negatives. One positive about parents volunteering in schools is that it allows parents to build stronger community connections. Volunteering builds a sense of community and strengthens relationships between families and the school, this creative a bigger support system for the students. Another positive about parents volunteering is that it increases student engagement. When the parents are involved within the school student may feel more motivated and engaged in their education, knowing that their parents are being supportive and invested within their education. Although parents volunteering within the school has its positives it also comes with negatives. One negative about parents volunteering within the school is that volunteering can be time consuming. Parents volunteering in schools may build relationships with other parents who are also volunteering in schools this gives them the opportunity to create WhatsApp groups, by creating WhatsApp groups it allows parents/carer to build a bigger parent community and connecting with new parents.
 Another way to engage the parent/carer community is by organising parent workshops. Organising workshops on different topics such as parental support, academic skills like learning phonics and mental health support. Having these workshops with the parents will give them the opportunity to engage with other parents who are in a similar situation which will help build a sense of belonging within the community. It is also important to allow parents to take part in questionnaires when taking part in these workshops, questionnaires give the school the opportunity to listen to the parent's voices and allow them to be able to see what they can improve for future workshops. According to (https://spark.school) “having local professionals and businesses involved in parent workshops allows parents to gain new skills that can help them in the real world. They can also create relationships with these people and opt for different workshops where they can learn and help diminish the gap between education and industry fields.” This shows that when parents are engaged and informed, it creates a more positive atmosphere for children which can enhance there learning experience.
Using the immediate local area to support learning will allow the children to gain a deeper understanding of their surroundings. The curriculum for wales covers all learners aged 3 to 16, the curriculum now gives schools the opportunity to have the freedom to develop their own curriculum taught through 6 areas of learning and experiences. The government believes that by learning outdoors it can lead to important levels of well being, confidence, and engagement. They also believe that learners who can engage and connect with the natural world can build an empathy for the environment, showing awareness of their potential impact of the living world. One way in which I could include the local elements into the curriculum is by taking the children on a walk around the community by my PTE 1 school. On the walk children can explore the history of the area and look and different businesses which can be an important part of the community. It is also important to utilise local parks and natural areas for outdoor learning this can include math lessons like counting or finding different shapes or taking part in physical education sessions such as team sports or nature walks. (https://literacytrust.org.uk) According to T. Gill research showed that outdoor learning boosts confidence, social skills, communication, and increased knowledge and understanding of the outside world. Research from O’Brien and Murray showed an increase in children’s self-esteem, self confidence, and ability to work cooperatively and having a positive attitude towards the environment by working outdoors as it gives them regular opportunities and to have hands on experiences in the community around them. (https://spark.school) However, there are also some cons with learning outdoors are health and safety regulations it us important for a teacher to follow certain health and safety rules when taking children out of the school. Another con is the weather not having the correct clothing when the weather takes a turn for the worst could prevent outdoor learning. In this case, it is important to remind the children the day before to bring appropriate clothing for the outdoors. 
Supporting diverse communities within the classroom allows children to prepare and adapt to an evolving world and embrace children from those who are different from themselves. By having a diverse community within the classroom, it brings together students from different cultures, backgrounds, and experiences. By giving children exposure to different cultures and viewpoints it helps children learn, appreciate and respect differences within the world. The curriculum for wales statement of what matters states that ‘Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs’ The minister for Education said, ‘it is vitally important that our education system equips our young people to understand and respect their own and each others' histories, cultures, and traditions.’ There are many ways in how we can include diversity within our classroom According to (https://drexel.edu)    it is important for teachers to get to know each student individually, teachers should take the time to learn about ‘each student's cultural background, hobbies, learning styles and what makes them unique. By showing interest about learning about the child will help develop the child’s self esteem and will help form trust and bonds within the classroom. One suggestion on how I can promote promote diversity within my PTE1 school Is to include diversity into all lesson plans, it is important to include and refer to children’s personal cultures within my lessons. It is important to make connections and present connections to the real-world issues. 
To conclude, there are many ways in which we can engage the community to make us of its location. By inviting parents and carers to become volunteers in the school it will allow them to feel more involved within the school this will enable children higher self esteem and confidence in children as they feel like the parents are involved in what they do. Next holding parent workshops and inviting in guest speakers will allow parents to speak about there worries and help build new skills. Using the community and taking outdoor lessons with the children will help children learn about there culture and community they live in it will also help their mental health by working outside. Lastly having diversity in the classroom will ensure that all children’s cultures are looked at and that everyone feels valued within my classroom. By taking these suggestions to my PTE1 school I believe that I will make full use of the community and my location to create a parent community and bringing all backgrounds together.
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