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[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper explores the ‘educational experiences of children and young people in care’. Working within an independent childcare company as a tutor has encouraged me to compare the educational experiences and educational attainment of the young people who are educated within the company. The company has two founders, one hundred employees, and seven care homes within South Wales. The company ‘specialises in working with young people accommodated by the local authority whose complex needs and challenging behaviour require a supporting residential environment in order to achieve positive outcomes’ (Prioritychildcare.co.uk, 2010).
Out of the seven care homes of the company, four of them provide education on site and are registered as independent schools with Estyn. We provide accredited qualifications provided by Agored Cymru, of which I am an assessor.
The children who reside at the care homes are likely to have experienced developmental trauma, felt abused, abandoned, unloved, and scared at critical point in their lives.  This has an impact on their emotional, social, physical and cognitive development resulting in them loosing trust in their abilities in dealing with challenges through life, and an inability to trust adults. The provision provided by the care company endeavour to build trusting relationships which in turn helps them feel safe, cared for. The children can ‘feel safe and secure assisted by experienced staff and in an environment that helps them come to terms with their emotional psychological and physical needs.’ (Prioritychildcare.co.uk, 2010). The primary objective of the company is to provide psychological support to assist this healing.
The company provides registered education, an accredited training centre, a therapeutic provision, vocational and academic qualifications, semi-independent flats for post 16 children, accredited independence programmes, highest quality care, a transition to independence worker, restorative justice workers, and transition to family placements. We are in partnership with many agencies, City and County of Swansea, Barnardos, Investors in People, Social Care Wales, and TACT fostering and adoption to name a few.
The educational ethos is strong commitment to education and vocational attainment by offering young people a holistic service. Our non-exclusion policy also ensures all young people are afforded the opportunity to acquire the skills and qualifications to thrive and achieve their full potential. Understanding that our pupils may have had a challenging time in past education, the staff identify this and aim to empathetically engage them with the potential to re-engage them into mainstream education. The post fourteen provision Agored Cymru allows the pupils to work toward GCSE accreditation and foundation qualifications, the tutors within the company tailor the levels and methods of education to best suit their abilities, their likes and dislikes, whether they have Special Educational Needs (SEN) and the pathway they want to follow post sixteen, providing support and encouragement throughout their journey.

The age range for children educated by the company is from nine to sixteen years. Most of the children taught by tutors are on a one to one basis, where some are taught in pairs. This depends on the child’s vulnerability and risk to others as to which child can be paired with which. From experience working with the older children aged fifteen and sixteen, I have found it very difficult to engage them in education, whilst one started well working on various Agored Cymru modules, the other was reluctant to engage in any education and would use any form of avoidance or distraction not to do any work.

I have observed other children taught within the company, and it seems that the younger ones tend to engage and achieve a lot more; this has motivated me to explore this issue. Focussing on this objective I intend to compile a case study, using the resources available to me in the context of my employment, anonymising the participants throughout to safeguard their identity. The case study will provide examples of pupil attendance records, diary entries (progress logs), care worker and tutor consent forms as well as questionnaires completed by staff and children giving their perspective providing the basis for the research. 


The ‘attainment gap’ between children in care to those who are not who attend educational establishments has been an issue for a while, as David Berridge identifies in his journal titled ‘Educating young people in care: What have we learned?’ (Berridge, 2012). Whilst my research focuses on educating children in care on a one to one basis, either where they reside or in another residence owned by the company, the gap in educational attainment between pupils is still an issue.
A journal for the Children and Youth Services Review titled ‘Educating Children and Youth in Care: Barriers to School Progress and Strategies for Change’ (Ferguson and Wolkow, 2012) identifies barriers that potentially cause low educational attainment for children in care, and also strategies that could be used to reduce this.  
The importance of this research is to understand the issue, gain understanding as to why there is an issue with education for children in care, and get answers and to identify ways in which to improve engagement and encourage pupils in achieving, closing the gap in educational attainment. The advantage of the author initiating this research is that they are in an empirical position and can draw on findings from experience in the workplace.
Through understanding of the children and young people’s histories and experiences it is evident that there are many factors that could be influencing the older children’s education within care. These could include changes in school placement, moves in care homes or foster homes, changes of staff and being taken out of education for various meetings for example, reviews, care plan reviews, Personal Education Plan (PEP) review, Looked After Children (LAC) review, or to meet their social worker, and these can all have an effect on the individual’s confidence, self-worth and their ability to learn (Become Charity, n.d.). However, these are reasons for absence from education, these all stem from the very beginning of the child being placed in care.
Ferguson and Wolkow (2012), identifies this transition into care as “typically harsh, often involving allegations of abuse or neglect”. Children are removed from the home for their own protection; however, this makes them exposed to new relationships and new surroundings also escalates their anxiety of separation from their familiar surroundings and routines, no matter how difficult their circumstances were. 
A large percentage of the children in care have experienced trauma before being placed in care, this too can affect their behaviors, self-esteem and their trust in authoritative figures. Alternatively, the younger children who enter care at a young age have not had as much change in their experiences, so this could be the positive impact on their educational engagement and attainment (Become Charity, n.d.).
Unfortunately, once these children and young people come out of care they “often continue on a downward spiral”, they are higher risk of unemployment, homelessness, becoming single parents, experience mental health problems, substance abuse and being known to the police and justice system. (Courtney et al., 2001).
Historical qualitative research recognises that young people in care need specialist support and that their educational needs are given minimal attention or neglected by those who care for them (Fletcher-Campbell, 1997).
Approximately thirty years ago there was an extensive research study focussing on the “educational status of children in care” (Fanshel and Shinn, 1978). The initial assessments for the research, showed that over fifty percent of children performed almost two years behind their reading ability for their age. It was also discovered that approximately five years after entering care, the majority of children showed minimal improvement, and modern reports also reflect this (Hartnett and Bruhn, 2006).
The author believes that consistency is key for vulnerable children and young people, if a child has had a lot of change in his education for instance, change in tutors, then they may get thoughts such as, ‘What is the point in engaging if I am going to get a different tutor again?’ therefore losing interest and motivation in engaging in education.
Unfortunately, occasionally children’s needs are often ignored due to repeatedly moving schools causing disruption to their normal lives (McPhee et al., 2007) this in turn could cause unwanted behaviours which could place them in needlessly in a special educational provision.

Previous qualitative research found issues in the education field for children in care, and these were organised in six themes, these being; placement instability, poor quality education programs, minimal monitoring of school outcomes, breach in confidentiality, poor record keeping and transfer of information, and poor relationships between staff (Francis, 2000). The perspective of carers and social workers revealed that education for the children in their care was not a high priority. This does happen to be how colleagues and I feel, it seems there is a divide between residential care workers, and education staff. This should not be the case; the child is the priority and we should all be working together to encourage them to do and be the best they can be with the resources and experiences available to them. A similar situation was recognised in another exploratory study which focused on the barriers to collaboration between child welfare and public education systems, it was noted that participant from both sectors “regarded the other with suspicion and disapproval” (Altshuler, 2003). The impact of these dysfunctional relationships on the children should become evident through the course of the research, children in the company are all diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and at some point the relationship between education staff and child welfare could have an adverse effect, and result in them displaying bad behaviours.
Some studies gained the views of the children and young people in care, and a common factor was the stress of being placed in care, being separated from family and the frequent moves made focussing on school difficult. Some children saw themselves as branded and would hide their residential status. Children in the study also disclosed that they were aware of the negative views that others had of them, including peers, social workers and teachers, and expressed that teacher and others had little understanding of their circumstances and the challenges they face being in care. When the children were asked the reasons why they thought their education might not be progressing as quickly as their peers in mainstream schools, their reasons were mainly because of their social workers. Their reasoning for this was because of their social workers lack of empathy for how transitions effect their school progress as well as their emotional well-being (Ferguson and Wolkow, 2012). 

My priority as a one to one tutor for a vulnerable young person in care who is diagnosed with PTSD, is to obtain the relevant information from the child’s care file, to understand their situation, their past, their personality, any interests, and anything that could be a trigger to their emotional well-being, behavior and educational disengagement. In my role this is extremely important, as this allows me to adapt how I deliver my lessons, and carefully choose subjects appropriate to the individual and their learning age. It is unfortunate that I had only been assigned my pupil a year ago, my pupil is now in year eleven but has the learning age of approximately a six-year-old. Now at his age he does not see any reason why he should engage in education since he leaves at the end of the academic year. As mentioned at the beginning of this paper, my pupil engaged brilliantly in education roughly a year ago, but now he is allowed social media, a phone and free time, his attitude towards education has diminished. My research may well briefly delve into the adverse effects of social media on education.
Whilst residential care workers, professionals, children in care, policy makers and researchers have a vast array of opinions on how to improve education for children in care, Ferguson and Wolkow (2012) condensed these opinions into six recommendations, these recommendations are goals, and these goals all have strategies to achieve them. These recommendations and strategies are shown in a table provided in the appendices (Appendix iv). The recommendations they suggest are to improve inter-agency collaboration, training, school records, school stability, youth-centered and educational planning, and there are roughly three to four strategies for each.
I agree with Ferguson and Wolkow’s (2012) vision for moving forward, they believe that by fully implementing the six recommendations, which may require changes to policies in the education of children in care. They go on to inform that the attitudes towards children in care needs to change, the children need to believe that the adults around them believe in them, and that they can succeed in their education. They quote “Once caregivers and professionals realize the extent of their influence, they can begin to envision more for these young people.”.
I have experienced many comments made about the young people I work with, they have told me “He’s thick” “he’s stupid” this hurts to hear coming from the people who care for my pupil, my perspective is different, I believe that my pupil is uneducated due to the reasons mentioned earlier, the transition to care, the moving around, and being separated from family. It is not the fault of the children that they are uneducated, unfortunately it seems to be the fault of the care system, the lack of communication and the sharing of information, this as well as the time it takes for suggestions and decisions effecting the children to be actioned. 
Focusing on the children potential and resilience instead of their disadvantage would positively change the child’s school experience. Historical research implies that failure in the education system for children in care hinders their educational progression. Interagency relationships distrust seems to be normal across the board, so the first step in collaborative relationships is changing the attitudes of individuals, for there to be positive relationships between agencies there must be a ‘willingness for changes and openness to cooperation’.(Ferguson and Wolkow, 2012)
As mentioned previously this research will take place with the author being within the context of the nature of the topic. Using various literature to research historical prospective and similar methodology for this case study, it has become evident that this issue has been a lengthily endeavour to identify and implement change. The qualitative approach to research addresses the issues by acquiring the perspectives of current and former children, and the views of the staff that care for them. Previous case studies used similar methods and a range of participants; the case studies investigate education of children in care but vary in their specific focus.  
The specific focus for this case study is to identify the educational experiences and attainment of children of different ages.
Upon reflecting on my first online contribution and receiving feedback, I made a few changes to my research proposal. My second contribution changed the question for research which was initially ‘An exploration into the education attainment of children in care’, I changed the question as I feel that the exploration of their experiences would be a better focus, and more interesting to read. This changed the aims and research objectives, which I had not clarified in my first proposal, the second contribution explained the aims and objectives of the research.
This being a Pragmatist approach to research, meaning that the research starts with a question, the question mentioned earlier ‘an exploration into educational experiences of children in care’, then choosing methods to answer this question, or exploration, in this instance the method being a case study.
Pragmatist researchers believe that ‘reality is constantly renegotiated, debated interpreted and therefore the best method is to use the one that solves a problem.’ (Moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk, 2019) in summary, methods are used to gain results, in this instance, educational engagement and attainment.

As the research will be constructed in a pragmatic approach, the methodology for this research will be a case study to obtain relevant information for the research question. The qualitative approach requires consideration for various axioms, such as trustworthiness, personal integrity and authenticity. The case study will provide anonymised daily progress logs and observations, perspectives of the pupil and staff members via questionnaire and consent forms, since these are completed by the participants of the study, the results will give a truthful insight to their views of education provided by the company. 
Daily progress logs give a good insight into the learner’s day, it is basically a diary and an observation of what the pupil has accomplished, what their behaviour was like and consistency of their attendance on a day. (Appendix, i)

The questionnaire shows the perspectives of staff and pupils about education in care. They are anonymised to protect the identity of the staff and learners. The questionnaires can provide information to adjust and improve their perspectives in future. (Appendix, ii)

Consent forms to carry out this research are crucial as it involves children and young people, consent forms will need to be read and signed by their carer’s, or social worker on their behalf. (Appendix, iii) I have chosen these particular methods as they suit the context of the research and will provide a good foundation to build on. 

In total this research will approach approximately six participants, the tutor (researcher), and head teacher, a tutor to the younger learners, two learners, and two residential care workers, this is the minimum amount of participants to conduct the research over a short period of time. To be able to compile this research the author must gain consent from all the above, but also from the head office of the company. This is strictly due to confidentiality of the vulnerable young people within the care of the company, and to ensure that the research is ethical and follows the company policies as well as the universities policies. 

The strength of this research comes from the information used to compile the case study which comes direct from the source. The evidence compiled to support the research is trustworthy in the sense that it will provide real perspectives of staff within the company, and the experiences of the young people educated by the company. Access to evidence to support this research is readily available since I work within the company; however, I have had to obtain permission from senior leadership and head office.
The company have authorised the research proposal and have been fully informed of the confidentiality of the participants involved. Keeping their identity private, ensuring that the details of participants are kept secure on my own personal USB, and protected on laptops by passwords. The research will only be accessed by the researcher, university lecturers, and senior management of the childcare company.
To analyse the information obtained through research, I intend to tie my findings together in a detailed conclusion. This will include appropriate suggested strategies to improve educational attainment of children in care. The reason for my choice in analysing the case study in this way is to provide the reader with an in-depth overview of different perspectives and inform the reader of which strategies could work within the context of my employment. This method of analysis suits the qualitative approach to research.
However, there could be some improvements to the research process, in that the research could continue for an extensive amount of time to gain a more detailed result. Extending the time of research will also allow for more evidence to be collected and examples collected throughout the case study. 
Another issue with the research could be that a participant could withdraw due to inaccurate information given about the topic of research, they may feel anxious about the focus being on their work, they might not like the idea of being observed, or being in an interview situation. This could also affect their self esteem and confidence, as the company provides a therapeutic based curriculum, we do not want to emotionally damage our pupils.
Ethical consideration for all involved in the research is important, the participants involved in the research need to give consent, if they are under the age of sixteen they will need a parent or legal guardian to give consent for them, this can be verbally if the meeting is recorded, or by means of a consent form. A consent form has been attached to this paper (Appendix iii), as you can see from the form it covers statements for the participant to read, if there is anything not fully understood then it will be explained differently, the statements include their right to withdraw at any time. The form states the participant name, and their legal guardian who should fill in the form and sign to give consent to anyone under sixteen, and an alternative contact.

The British Educational Research Association’s (BERA) fourth edition of Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (ERGR) identifies the importance of ethical consideration during research, and the importance of empathy towards the participants ensuring they are treated fairly. It also provides literature of the importance of anonymising participants and “the legal requirements in relation to the storage and use of personal data as stipulated in the UK by the Data Protection Act (1998)” (Bera.ac.uk, 2019) It is vital that the researcher follows these guidelines to ensure the research id ethical and that the participant information id secured and only shared on a ‘need to know’ basis.

Qualitative social research can be a lengthily process; there are many stages in which to develop a research proposal, which are identified in a timeline. Firstly, you need to pick a topic or an issue that is relevant to you and produce a question to be researched. 
Develop an online contribution for the research proposal, this will inform the audience of what the issue is that you are going to research, which paradigm you will take to compile your research, the context of your research and your position, and the methods in which you will be using. After submitting your first online contribution for your research proposal, peers can add to the discussion with their opinions on the issue. This allows you to reflect on your proposal and make any adjustments which could improve your research. After you have made any adjustments, you can then submit your second reflective proposal. Before you can start your research, you need to obtain a couple of important forms, an Ethics form needs to be submitted to the university, this will enable them to understand your proposal and decide if your research is ethical. The ethics form is basically to back bone of your research. When your ethic form is approved you can then begin your research, the first thing to do is to inform any participants about what you are researching and what you aim to benefit from it. The participants will also need to complete a consent form, this will be filled in by the participant, unless they are under the age of sixteen, if this is the case then the child’s parent or carer must fill in their details giving consent for them, after the child has read and understood the statements on the consent form. Providing consent has been given, you can now reach out and research historical journals of research on related topic. 
The information that you find can be used in your research for comparison. To gain the perspective of the participant and others on the issue, you can build a questionnaire to reflect and compare their answers. Other methods to gain information could be observations, interviews, verbal recording or video recordings, if any of these methods are to be used these must be included on the consent form, and ensure the participant fully understands what they are giving consent for.
I have decided to compile a case study for my research; this is a great way to use a lot of information referring to examples and evidence for your research. Once you have gathered enough information to support your issue for research you can analyse what you have found, reflecting on the results you have found. The final two stages of research is to submit your paper to receive feedback, you can then reflect on your research, think about things you might change next time, what worked what did not, were the methods suitable for the context of research.
Another important factor to consider is who will be given access to your final report, why, and how the report will be shared. The participant should be made aware of how their information will be used and who will have access to it. In this instance the final report will be shared with University lecturers, and be shared electronically submitted via Turn It In.
To conclude, this research proposal is not new, research on the topic has been studied time and time again, but their specific interest varies. My research proposal focusses on educational experiences and attainment of children I work with, comparing the views of their education of the older children to the younger ones. The research will give a first-hand insight to the perspectives of the children within care, and of their caregivers. 
It is evident that children in care are falling behind compared to their peers in mainstream education, and understandable the fact that they are in care, the transition, and various other distractions plays a big part in their educational progress. It is disgraceful that caregivers, education staff and other multi agency professionals seem to have conflict between their relationships, when first and foremost their priority should be what is best for the child they work for, they should be encouraging, supportive and see potential in each and every one.
Granted some of the children in care are there because of their behaviours, and their behaviours can be extremely challenging at times, but what must be realised is that they behave in the way they do because that is how they have learnt to deal with situations and emotions, it’s the only way they know how. Understanding of the individual is crucial when working with children in care, to understand them as people, and to understand and empathise with their past experiences. Some of the children in our care unfortunately have already had experience in crime and been involved with the police, but again, this could be the environment in which they lived before entering care. This being the case, they should be nurtured into choosing an alternative path in life, build on their strengths their interests, see their potential and work with it. We can only guide them the best we can, some children do choose a different path and go on to college or employment, but the sad truth, as mentioned earlier and back by studies, is that a high percentage of children in care are at higher risk of becoming involved in crime, drug abuse, not in employment education or training (NEET) or possible young single parents.
This recent research will allow other researchers to compare with historical studies to analyse whether the educational achievements for children in care are improving, and also identify whether the six recommendations are being applied to practice. 
The positive outcomes of engaging in this research will be that it supports my theory of providing a nurturing individualised education building on strengths and not focussing on their vulnerabilities and disadvantages. This research also provides me with positive strategies to apply to practice, from the recommendations of research.
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Appendices
i. Register/ Diary (Example)
ii. Questionnaires staff/pupil (Example)
iii. Consent form and participant information sheet (Example)
iv. Table of recommendations and strategies
v. 
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Register/Progress log




















Appendix ii		Questionnaires 
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	Do you feel that the education the company provides is appropriate for the child? Why?
	

	Do you feel that the child benefits from the education provided? How?
	

	Are the educational experiences appropriate?

	

	Do you feel the company offers enough support for Children’s education?
	

	Do you think that the modified curriculum is beneficial to the child?
	

	Have you seen any progress in relation to the child’s education?

	

	Do you think that the company provides enough resources to support the child’s education?
	

	Do you have any additional comments or questions you would like to share?
	

	
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire, your opinions will assist my research.


Staff Questionnaire
Date:
Name:
Position:




Appendix iii
Participant Consent Form
Study Title: “The educational experiences of children in care.”
Purpose of study: To gain the perspectives of pupil and staff of children’s educational experiences and compare these between ages.
Please read through the statements below and tick the box alongside to confirm that you have read and understood each of them.
1. I confirm that I have read and understood the information sheet for the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have then answered satisfactorily. 

2. I understand that my participation is voluntary and I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any, and without any adverse consequences or penalty.


3. I understand that research data collected during the study may be looked at by authorised people outside the research team. I give permission for these individuals to access my data.

4. I understand that this project has been reviewed by, and received ethics clearance through, the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.


5. I understand who will have access to personal data provided, how the data will be stored and what will happen to the data at the end of the project.

6. I understand how this research will be written up and published.


7. I understand how to raise a concern or make a complaint.

8. I give consent to audio recordings


9. I give consent to my photo being taken.

Signed: ____________________________ 	Date: ____________________
Parent or Guardian responsible for child  
Name __________________________________________________________
Relationship to child ______________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________ Postcode _________________ Telephone (home) ________________________________ (work) __________________________________ Mobile _________________________________________ Email __________________________________________ 
Nominated contact person – Please provide details of another person who may be contacted by the child if the child’s parent or guardian cannot be contacted 
Name of nominated contact person _____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________ Postcode _________________ Telephone (home) ________________________________ (work) __________________________________ Mobile _________________________________________ Email __________________________________________
Signed: _________________________________________	Date: _____________________

 Child participating in research 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Family name ______________________________________________________________________________
 Date of birth _____ / _____ / _____ Year level at school _____________ 
Address (if different from address listed above) __________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________
 Postcode _________________ Telephone (home) _______________________________                (mobile) __________________________________ Email_________________________________________

Researcher details
Name: _________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Post code: ________________
Telephone Number: _______________________________
Email: __________________________________________
Signed: ______________________________________	Date: ______________________
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	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
PARTICIPATION CONSENT FORM

	Teitl Y Prosiect: /Project Title: The educational experiences of children in care

	Enw'rYmchwilydd / Name of Researcher:	Clare Hawkins


										
Blwch Cychwynnol / Please initial box
	1
	Cadarnhaf fy mod wedi darllen a deall y daflen wybodaeth dyddiedig XXXX ar gyfer yr astudiaeth uchod.Rwyf wedi cael y cyfle i ystyried y wybodaeth, gofyn cwestiynau, ac rwyf wedi cael ateb boddhaol i’r rhain.
	I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated 13/01/2020 for the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
	

	2
	Deallaf fy mod yn cymryd rhan o’m gwirfodd a bod croeso i mi dynnu’n ôl ar unrhyw adeg, heb roi rheswm.

	I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.

	

	3
	Deallaf y gellir defnyddio unrhyw wybodaeth a roddir gennyf mewn adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau gan y tîm ymchwil.

	I understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports, articles or presentations by the research team.

	

	4
	Deallaf na fydd fy enw’n ymddangos mewn unrhyw adroddiadau, erthyglau neu gyflwyniadau.

	I understand that my name will not appear in any reports, articles or presentations.

	

	5
	Cytunaf i gymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth uchod.

	I agree to take part in the above study.

	

	Enw’r Cyfranogwr Name of Participant

	
	Llofnodwyd
Signature

	Ymchwilydd
Researcher

	
	Llofnodwyd
Signature



	Cewch wrthod cymryd rhan yn yr astudiaeth hon.Cewch ddod â’ch cyfranogiad yn yr astudiaeth hon i ben unrhyw bryd.Os penderfynwch barhau’n ddienw, bydd sicrhau hynny’n flaenoriaeth a chymerir pob cam ymarferol i guddio pwy ydych.Os yw’n well gennych fod yn anhysbys, ni fydd unrhyw wybodaeth yn eich enwi ar dapiau sain na thrawsgrifiadau o’r cyfweliad hwn nac o unrhyw un arall. Ni fydd neb yn clywed unrhyw dapiau sain nac yn gweld unrhyw drawsgrifiadau heb eich cydsyniad o flaen llaw.Bydd deunyddiau a grëir yn sgil y cyfweliad hwn neu unrhyw gyfweliad arall yn aros yn gyfrinachol. 

	You may decline to participate in this study. You may end your participation in this study at any time. If you decide to remain anonymous, maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes or transcripts of this or any interview. No-one will hear any audiotapes or see any transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain confidential.







	Ar ôl llenwi’r ffurflen, dychwelwch hi yn yr amlen a ddarperir (lle bo’n berthnasol). Rhoddir un copi i’r cyfranogwr a chedwir y gwreiddiol yn ffeil y tîm ymchwilio yn:

	When completed please return in the envelope provided (if applicable). One copy will be given to the participant and the original to be kept on the file of the research team at:


	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD



	NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER
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	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
SAMPLE PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET


	Teitl Y Prosiect: /Project Title: The educational experiences of children in care


					
Dear Participant: 

My name is Clare Hawkins and I am studying in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.

I would like to invite you to participate in my research project. This project will explore the educational experiences of children in care and aims to compare their experiences to younger children in care.

*Attached to this letter is a short questionnaire developed by UWTSD which will assess your understanding of the research. I believe your opinions will be extremely helpful to me.

Through your participation in the questionnaire and/or interviews, I hope to ascertain the difference in educational experiences and attainment between older and younger children in care.

All questionnaires will be kept strictly confidential to the researchers involved and at NO time will individual questionnaires be released to the general public. This gives you a chance to express your views on your programme a confidential and anonymous forum and still be able to make a difference. Your participation in this study is completely voluntary so you can withdraw from the questionnaire at any stage.

Our questionnaire should take about 5 minutes to complete, but there is no time constraint. There are also no right or wrong answers. Attached to this letter along with the questionnaire is a consent form. As this is a new project, your feedback is also important to us and we would be much obliged if you could also complete the feedback sheet along with the questionnaire. We understand that your time is at a premium but your opinions are very valuable to us.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from this questionnaire, I will be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The results of this questionnaire will hopefully enhance my understanding of your views with regards to the research question and will be stored on USB and be password protected on a laptop. The results of the research will be fed back to my tutor and the university. 

We thank you in advance for your time and participation. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your convenience. 
	ENW A CHYFEIRIAD YR YMCHWILYDD
	NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER
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  Pupil Questionnaire     Please  circle or tick   the smiley face that shows how you feel about each question.  

  Always  Most of the  time  Sometimes  Never  

1  I enjoy school.      

2  My  school is a good school.      

3  My school work is interesting.      

4  I feel safe when I am at  school.      

5  I learn a lot in lessons.      

6  The school teachers and staff  are friendly and helpful.      

7  Behaviour at my school is  good.      

8  Adults are interested in my  views and opinions.      

9  I know how well I am doing at  school.      

10  Adults take time to help me  improve.      

11  The head teacher and staff do  a good job.      

12  Teachers and staff treat us  fairly.      

13  The school is clean and tidy.      

14  Lessons are interesting and  fun.      

15  I enjoy the trips and school  activities.      


image3.emf
  Always  Most of the  time  Sometimes  Never  

16  I am trusted to do things on  my own.      

17  There is an adult I can  g o to if  I feel worried.      

18  The staff encourage   me to do  my best.      

19  I ask when I don’t understand  something.      

20  I have   fun in school.      

 

What I like most about my school  

             

 

This school would be better if…  

             

  Thank you for sharing your opinions with us.   
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Table 1

Recommendations for improving education outcomes for children and youth in care.

Recommendation

Example strategies

Improve inter-agency
collaboration

School records

Training

School stability

Youth-centered

Educational planning

-Establish clear guidelines of roles and responsibilities across all agencies.

-Resolve conflicting policies within and across systems.

~Provide cross-training specifically to develop trust and awareness of each other's systems.

-Ensure that school data are routinely entered into school records.

-Ensure that both child welfare and schools have accurate and comprehensive information.

-Revise laws (if needed) and clarify guidelines regarding confidentiality and information sharing.

-Provide training and disseminate information on educational rights and special education services for youth, parents, foster parents, child welfare, and
juvenile justice systems.

-Provide training for teachers and support staff to improve their understanding of the care system, its demands on children, and its consequences for
learning and child development. Provide strategies to improve education outcomes.

-Provide training for child welfare workers to increase their awareness of the educational challenges facing children in foster care, the critical
importance of school success, and the need to encourage students in their school progress.

-Limit the amount of time students spend out of school whether due to initial removal from home, changes in foster placements, school transfers,
suspensions, expulsions, court appearances, or other factors associated with their in-care status.

-Maintain youth in their school of origin whenever possible.

-Provide services to protect educational stability such as transportation to children’s school of origin when distant moves are required.
-Educational Interventions — Timely and in-depth educational assessments to identify gaps, deficits and areas of special competency.

“Intensive tutoring to help address deficits and build on strengths.

-Special educational enrichment opportunities

~Coach foster parents how to help youth in care to succeed in school and aspire to post-secondary education and/or vocational training.

-Make education a top priority in placement decisions and case reviews.

-Include educators as members of initial intake teams.

-Provide ongoing assessment and systematic tracking of students’ progress.

-Allocate resources for training and development of education liaisons to advocate for foster children and youth's educational needs.





