Essay One: How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 

Media coverage can have a significant impact on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. In some cases, media coverage can help to bring attention to important issues and can lead to positive changes in policing, as this can give an insight to the public what the police are doing and why they are doing it. However, media coverage can also be misleading and can create unnecessary panic or fear among the public, which can lead to ineffective or even harmful policing strategies.

Research has shown that media coverage of public protection incidents can influence public opinion and perception of crime, leading to increased fear and anxiety (1). This can put pressure on police forces to respond quickly and forcefully, even when such a response may not be necessary or effective. For example, in the wake of the 7/7 bombings in London, there was a surge in stop and search operations, which many argued were racially motivated and ineffective in preventing further attacks (2).

In addition to influencing public opinion, media coverage can also impact the way that police forces prioritize and allocate resources. In some cases, high-profile incidents may receive disproportionate attention and resources, while other, less visible issues may be neglected (3). This can lead to a lack of resources for important issues such as domestic violence or child protection, which may not receive the same media attention as other incidents.

“Repeated abuse has long lasting pernicious and traumatic effects such as panic attacks. Hypervigilance, sleep disturbances, flashbacks, suicidal ideation, and psychosomatic symptoms. The victims experience shame, depression, anxiety, embarrassment, guilt, humiliation, abandonment, and an enhanced sense of vulnerability.” (5) Research shows that people who have been exposed to being physical hurt by their partners may also experience PSTD, eating disorders and many more side effects. In addition, this can also lead to the victims engaging in substance abuse, whether this be alcohol or drug. A lot of victims turn to substance abuse to try and block out what is really going on at home. It’s not just victims of physical abuse, victims of emotional abuse can also experience the same effects. When is comes to sexual abuse the most common thing that will effect the victim will be finding it extremely hard to hold down a relationship due to the long lasting effects it has on them.


Communicating with the media in a controlled manner can have a positive experience from it. It can also reduce the medias demand for information from police and the number of enquiries they send. There are positives and negatives to this as, providing the information can help ease the public and see that police are on top of situations. However, on the flip side of that the media will post anything negative that the police do. 


However, media coverage can also be a powerful tool for bringing attention to important issues and holding police forces accountable for their actions. For example, media coverage of police brutality or misconduct can lead to increased public scrutiny and pressure for reforms (4). This was the case in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd in the United States, which led to a global movement for police reform and racial justice. This case involves a white police officer knelling on the neck of George Floyd for almost nine hours. Although the George Floyd case happened in United States of America it also affected policing in the United Kingdom due to how much the media covered it. Not only did the media cover the incident itself, but it also covered all the protests that happened and the trial. 


One thing that can be used is MAPPA, (Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements. This is something that requires local authorities, police, and other sectors to work together to protect the public. Their main priority for MAPPA is to always protect the public. There are different levels that MAPPA have depending on the factors. As they work to protect the public, they are appropriate relevant information. MAPPA will work with the individual until they feel is necessary. 


In conclusion, media coverage can have both positive and negative effects on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. While media coverage can help to bring attention to important issues and hold police forces accountable, as it did in the George Floyd case and highlighted all the things that was done wrongly of the police. This then helped change things worldwide and made all forces investigate how they handle certain situations. On the flip side it can also create unnecessary fear and panic and lead to ineffective or harmful policing strategies. Like it did with the 7/7 bombing it can cause pressure for the force to act immediately and not affectively which could cause issues in how they protect the public.
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