   RESEARCHING LLYWELYN AP GRUFFUDD USING ARCHIVAL SOURCES
                   Past Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills (HPH17016)
                                                      Assessment 1: Archival Sources
                                                                Rachel Cirincione
Using both traditional (if available!) and electronic catalogues, compile a list of up to ten relevant archival sources
                                                                         METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _GoBack]When I started this assignment in October of last year, I chose Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd (D. 1282) to research using archival sources. The first step I took in my research was to jump right in and search “Llywelyn Al Gruffudd” in the National Library of Wale’s archive and the National Archive. I realized later that this was not the best first step, but it was a good learning experience because I really went down the rabbit hole in the National archives and learned how to, and how not, to navigate this site by just blindly searching through it. At first, I hated the National Archives and wanted them to die.  I did not understand why searching the archive with just the name of the person and dates was not achieving the results I needed. I still do not feel that the National Archives is the most user-friendly archive, but I did learn a lot about how to navigate it more efficiently, as I will explain. 
 My first step should have been to search for a secondary source detailing Llywelyn’s life and history, so I had access to a bibliography of primary sources from which I could launch my search, and it would have been much easier. At the time, I was taking the module as a distance learner, and I live in a very remote and rural area of New Hampshire in the United States part of the year and I work overseas in Egypt and Jordan part of the year. I had a very difficult time finding decent sources of information on Llywelyn the Great. There is nothing in libraries in New Hampshire and online sources are scarce. I did an extensive search of the UWTSD library, but was finding nothing that was useful that I could access online (This is very strange and I do not know why this was happening, as I was completing this assignment last October. It does not make sense I could not find accessible sources then, since I can easily access the secondary sources I needed from the UWTSD library now. It was as if life was forcing me into learning to use archives in the most difficult and time-consuming way possible). 
I went into this assignment thinking that using Wikipedia was “cheating”, and not something, legitimate scholars would ever use, but I learned that utilizing Wikipedia for basic background information and for sources is a great place to start and totally acceptable for this purpose. I eventually looked up Llywelyn in Wikipedia and was able to establish a historical foundation. I took notes on key words to use for searching for archival sources. For example, my list included The Treaty of Aberconwy, the Treaty of Montgomery, and Eleanor De Montfort, among others. I was also able to find the best secondary source for background information and primary sources, which was Beverly Smith’s book: 

Smith, J.Beverly, Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd: Prince of Wales,2nd ed., (Cardiff: University of Wales Press,1998), <JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt9qhdgb.> {Accessed 17 mar. 2023}

Again, I do not know why I originally was not able to access this book in the UWTSD library online, because it is there, but this led me to discover Google scholar and JSTOR, which are both excellent ways of searching for and accessing legitimate and scholarly online material, including Beverly Smith’s book. Before I looked at her book, and its incredibly rich collection of primary sources, I had already searched and found most of the archival sources on my own, but, after finding this wonderful book, I did explore some new ones.  I was interested in searching in the Diocese of Worcester’s record office for the archived documentation of Llywellan’s marriage to Eleanor De Montfort. Unfortunately, the archive page on their website seems to be down; at least it is unsearchable and leads to a blank page. What I did find in Worcester Cathedral, itself, was a stained glass window that depicts their marriage ceremony. It is a visual source, though perhaps not an “archival source”. It would be something I would use in my research on Llywelyn as a primary source as evidence of his marriage to Eleanor although I am not using it for this assignment as an archival source, though I do have show an example of it below.
 The National Library of Wales was easy to navigate and full of information about the archival material, itself, which made it easier to find sources that were relevant. I gathered three sources from there. The Brut y Tywysogion (The Chronical of Princes) is the most important text  written about the Welsh princes. It contains history of Wales before the invasion of Edward 1. There are two main versions of Brut y Tywysogion: the version in The Red Book of Hergest kept in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, and the Peniarth 20 version found at the national Library of Wales. The version of the Chronical of Princes, Perith MS20 is a source containing the poetry of the Welsh court poets. The Peniarth 20 text is the more complete and correct version contains the work of the early royal court poets who were active from the 12th- 14th century. It was probably copied at Strata Florida, Wales. Medieval Welsh poetry is a rich source of information surrounding how the Welsh perceived Llywelyn, and it gives legitimacy of his royal status. Perith MS20 includes Llywelyn ap Gruffudd as the last entry.
I found that the Monastic Wales website was a rich resource of information on ecclesiastical archival collections. It is through this website that I accessed the Exeter Cathedral Library archives and found a version of the Annals of Wales. This is an excellent Welsh archival source of history- giving a Welsh perspective to the events surrounding Llywelyn’s life and death. This version is the Latin version.  
From the British library, there are two archived documents that stood out- one from earlier in Llywelyn’s life, with details about the peace agreement between himself and Henry III within the Montgomery treaty of 1267. The other was a document with an eyewitness account of his death. 
The National Archive was where I found most of my archival sources, and most of these were from the special collections. I have listed 5 examples, though I looked at many more. The correspondences between Edward 1 and Llywelyn are fascinating to read, though one must read many of them, and most of them do not contain relevant information, so it is very time consuming. I narrowed the list down to the ones that contained the most relevant information for my research. I found the Chancery: Welsh Rolls last, and they were a gold mine of information. When I use the National Archive again, I will actually start in their curated collections. These were fascinating and easily searchable. Outside of the curated collection, the best way to search the national Archives was to go from the home page, to “help with your research” to “research guides” to (in this case) “Medieval political history”- and everything I needed to search, and where to navigate to, was on this page. It was much easier than my first attempts of navigating this archive.
Process to find information in the National Archives Kew:
1) Go to “Research guides”
2) Click on Medieval and early modern history
3) Refine search on page to “politics and government”
4) Click on “Medieval political history- this will lead you to the Exchechor E and Chancelry C which dealt with medieval administration of treaties and letters
5) Special collections (11th to 20th centuries) - Browse catalogue in SC for records of various departments selected for their historical importance. The series includes Ancient Correspondence, Henry II to Henry VI (SC1); and Papal Bulls c1131 to 1533, concerning relations between the papacy, royal government, and ecclesiastical authorities (SC7).

This assignment has been extremely helpful in developing how and where I research. I learned many things “not to do”. I will certainly start my research by laying a foundation of facts and historical perspective. I will take better notes. I thought I was taking good notes, but after having to pick up this assignment months later to finish it, I am fully aware I need to be much more detailed in my notes about what and, more importantly, why, I have certain entries and information written down. 

 [image: Worcester Cathedral - Llewelyn II, Prince of Wales, marrying Eleanor De  Montfort at the West doors of Worcester Cathedal in 1275. their marriage  was attended by Edward I and the King of]
Marriage of Llywelyn & Eleanor De Montfort, Stained glass, Worchester Cathedral
                                  LIST OF ARCHIVAL SOURCES
Aberystwyth, Wales
National Library of Wales
· Brut Y Tywysogyon or The Chronicle of the Princes 
Peniarth MS20 (reference- finishes with Llywelyn 1282)
· ExRotulia Walliae 6,7,8,9 Edw.1. m.10 (in schedula): (hostages delivered to King Ed1 by Llywelyn, Prince of Wales)
· Llawysgrif Hendregacdredd
 	 NLW MS6680B (contains poems by the Gogynfeirdd bards)
Exeter, UK
Exeter Cathedral Library
· Annales Cambriae, Cronica Ante Adventum Domini
MS3514 pp523-528 (Latin version compiled at Whitland Abby in late 13th century)
London
British Library
· Cotton MS Otho DViii (record of peace made between King Henry III and LLwelyn of Gwynedd 25 Sept 1267) 
· Cotton Nero Dii 
F.182 (The Death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, 11 Sept. 1282)

London, UK
National Archive
· C- records of the Chancery
 Chancery records: Welsh Rolls, 1276-1294 
C77 (1. Proceedings relating to the treaty of Aberconway of 1277, land and customs of Wales, Settlement of lands, etc.)
· SC1- special collections: Ancient correspondence of the Chancery and the exchequer
SC1/13/124 (Ed 1 to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd- interpretation of the treaty of Merioneth)
SC1/13/128-1280 (Ed1 to Llywelyn- Laws of the Marches/Wales)
SC1/19/8-1282 (Roger Lestrange to Ed1- Defeat and death of Llywelyn)
· SC8-special collections: Ancient petitions
SC8/120/6000 (LLywelyn petitions King Ed.1)
SC8/192/9564 (Llywelyn- 8 requests for land for his followers)
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