


Account for the increase in the number of terrorist attacks and deaths around the world in recent years. What are some reasons behind this trend?


This paper will explain how acts of terrorism has increased since in the last 30 years. It will then go on to explain some of the reasons behind this increase and why they have had an influence on terrorism. Once each point has been explained and linked to the increase of terrorism, the paper will then conclude it’s findings. 

The number of terrorist attacks across the world has risen dramatically since the late 1990s. According to Herre et al (2023), in the year 1996, there were 36 terrorist attacks in the UK alone. In 2013, this number had increased to 136. That is a huge increase of 277%. Although the number of terrorist attacks has fluctuated over the past decade, terrorist organisations are adapting to the changing world and find ways around new, tighter security measures. 

Recruitment is essential to terrorist organisations. As the technology becomes more available over time, terrorists have learnt how to use it to reach a wider audience. Hossain (2018) states that social media has become an effective means to spread their message. Using social media has proven to be easier than methods such as leaflets. Propaganda has been used by many nations and organisations across the world during conflicts. According to Ali (2015), the way propaganda is used is to inform people of your ideologies using fear or scary statistics to influence their own opinions rather than facts. Jenson et al (2018) states that between the years of 2005 and 2016, approximately 64.5% of terrorists used social media platforms such as Facebook to share their message and beliefs with the rest of the world. As you can see from these statistics, more and more terrorists and their organisations are using social media to increase people’s knowledge of their beliefs. 

Attacks such as 9/11 in the US and the 7/7 bombings in the UK are well known because of how devastating they were, however, the method of attacks has changed and adapted over the years because of the increased use of technology. The IRA were known to use Improvised Explosive Devices. On the 21st July 1972, they detonated 22 IEDs in the space of 2 hours, killing 9 people and injuring many more (Asal et al, 2015). A more modern example of a terrorist attack would be the attack on Sweden’s government systems in 2024. Russian hackers managed to disable the main servers that over 120 different government departments in Sweden used which caused severe problems for most of the country (Centre for Strategic and International Studies 2024). 

Religion plays a major part in terrorism. The main terrorist groups that people are aware of are groups such as Islamic State (IS), Al Qaeda and Hamas. These groups have made it very clear that they believe that everything they do is in service of their religion. Gregg (2020, p. 23) explains in her book that one of the main reasons that religious people choose to use violence is that they believe their religion is pure and everything and everyone outside of it is a threat. An example of this would be the death of Lee Rigby in 2013. An article written by McEnery et al (2015) suggests that the reason Lee Rigby was murdered by two Muslims was because he was a British soldier and was responsible for the deaths of Muslim people in on going conflicts. Because this attack was fuelled by radical Islam ideologies, it was deemed to be a terrorist attack. Every time a terrorist attack is linked to a form of religion, people develop a mistrust of people who follow that faith, even if they do not follow the extremist views. This mistrust and hatred towards religious people can cause an increase in active terrorists as they no longer feel safe and accepted where they are. According to Victim Support (2017), in the 25 days after the Manchester bombings, reports of hate crimes rose by 48% which demonstrates that one extremist’s actions can influence people’s opinions on an entire religion which in turn, alienates other practicing members of that religion.

Politics is a big part in terrorism. The CPS (2022) outlines the definition of terrorism, and this includes the words “influence the Government”. Most terrorist attacks have some form of political stance because it is Governments that create laws and makes decisions such as when to go to war with another country. The 9/11 attacks were considered an attack on Western Countries and because of this, several countries including the UK decided that the best way to ensure our safety was to launch an invasion into Afghanistan and bring the leaders of Al Qaeda to justice. However, many extremists and extremist supporters saw this as an invasion by a foreign force saw a threat to their way of life and culture. Because of this, many terrorists blame the UK Government for the deaths of many Muslim people during the conflict. Sir David Amess was murdered whilst carrying out his MP duties in his constituency by a man named Ali Harbi. Ali Harbi’s motive for the killing was that he was targeting Members of Parliament that voted for the airstrikes against Muslim extremists in Syria (BBC 2022). 

Social media is used to spread the organisations message to cause more fear and to gain support from people across the world. According to Dean (2024), in 2010 there were approximately 970 million people using social media platforms and this number grew to 4.95 billion users in 2023. This staggering increases shows that over half the people in the world are regular users of social media, making it the perfect stage for terrorist organisations. Most social platforms have strict guidelines and policies, but it is incredibly difficult to keep track of what is being posted or communicated. Each country’s Government plays a big role in regulating what can and cannot be said or done on social media platforms by setting strict rules for them to adhere to. Unfortunately, these cannot always be monitored, and terrorists are finding more new sites to communicate on and more cunning methods to communicate. 

The main points from this supporting paper are that terrorist organisations are forever changing their ways of recruitment and attack methods and a lot of the time they are carrying out these attacks for religious reasons, political reason and or both. As technology advances and the online world grows, it becomes ever more difficult to stop terrorist using platforms to share their message, recruit new members and plan attacks. 
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