Defining Terrorism: Why were the Provisional Irish republic Army Considered Terrorists

Terrorism is defined in different ways across the globe. The UK’s crown prosecution service definition follows the Terrorist Act 2000 which is as follows: 
‘use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.  It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause’, 
(Crown Prosecution Service 2017, pp.1 ).  (Weinberg et al, 2004: 777-778) would suggest that some scholars have come to terms that terrorism is defined as people will know if its acts of terrorism when they see it. The UNODC (2021) Journal suggest that Weinberg et.al (2004) view is not the solution and is an incorrect way for defining terrorism. The UNODC (2021) believes that countries such as states in America and countries across the globe such as France, China and others will take advantage of a missing universal definition of terrorism and misuse the term terrorism for political gain or to supress non terrorist and non-criminal activities. 
The Parliament of Australia (2021) report would suggest that to have a clear universal legal definition of terrorism, there must be considerations considered such as international law on human rights, refugee law and armed conflict law. Currently Australia follows the Commonwealth guidance as a guide to establish their version of defining terrorism. Within their definition it covers many factors that involves harming the public, but also it mentions the intent of a political, ideological, or religious gain, (Parliament of Australia 2021). Clarke (2009) paper defines the issue of creating a clear universal 

definition for terrorism in more detail. Clarke proposes that the reason for not having a definition is because terrorism is an extremely broad subject. And from looking at attacks from case to case each one includes different factors that are taken into consideration which makes defining terrorism even more difficult.  Schmidt and Jongman (1998) report found over 109 different definitions of terrorism, in which terms like political was mentioned in 65% of the definitions, another term that was used frequently was psychological effects which was mentioned in 41.5% of the definitions. This data could arguably strengthen Clarke (2009)’s view that there are a number of factors and areas that are taken in when looking at terrorism. 
Sen (1993) journal quoted the Encyclopaedia of social science’s attempt at defining the term terrorism. Sen (1993) explains how they see terrorism as a use of unpredictable violence on a symbolic target. Sen (1993) research would suggest that the unpredictability of not knowing when or where an attack is going to take place causes psychological issues on the public which would come under causing terror and fear to the public, (Office of United Nations, High Commissioner of Human Rights 2007).  
Terrorist groups such as the IRA and others have committed crimes that would have created publicity around their group, e.g The IRA set off bombs in Belfast that left nine dead and a hundred and thirty people injured and two years later they targeted two pubs in Birmingham that was a well-known off duty law enforcement pub. 21 killed and 182 injured, (History 2020). Definitions of terrorism like the Terrorism Act 2000, Lord Carlile of Berriew (2007) which the UK follows as well as South Africa’s, New Zealand, Canada and Australia approaches all include the view that acts of terror must have a political, ideological or religious intent, (Parliament of Australia 2021). Since 1963 there has been a set framework in which the UN established which has been put in many treaties so that countries knew a rough bases on what to consider an act of terror is. Chalk (1996) indicates that the reasoning behind the lack of a universal definition is because terrorism is viewed as extra normal and immoral or extreme, and people will agree with the definition. But the issue that Chalk (1996) proposes is that people will also interpret it in their own ways, and some will see it as justified and heroic form of violence. Bringing back what Weinberg et al, (2004) research proposed that people will know acts of terrorism when they see, well going off Chalk (1996) and Weinburg’s views, perhaps terrorism is arguably a method for what people believe in. Arguably defining terrorism seems more complex that other researchers suggest. The question is with all these different definitions of terrorism, who is considered a terrorist and in how many countries? (European parliament 2015).
For example, the IRA. The IRA originally began because of conflicts between unionists that wanted Northern Ireland to become a part of the United Kingdom and the republicans who wanted Northern Ireland to become a part of the Republic of Ireland, (Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training 2015). Larry Colbert mentions how the IRA did not agree with the signing of the Irish free state with the British which in due course lead to violence and an Irish civil war which lasted four years (Association for Diplomatic Studies and training 2015).
Arthur (2020) article talks about the Sinn Féin which arguably had a massive impact in how the Provisional IRA that we know would come about. Arthur (2020) covers how the political group Sinn Féin had gained 73 of the 105 seats in the British parliament in 1918. At the same time a formation of a Irish republican parliament occured. After the signing of the Anglo-Irish treaty that stopped the civil war. There was tension in the Sinn Féin party which lead to a split between the former leader of Sinn Féin Eamon de Valera who wanted to rid Ireland of British control and Michael Collins who wanted to maintain a Irish British control, (Arthur 2020). Through all this to sum up in simple terms, members who would be known has the provos supported the IRA’s acts of violence to protect the Catholics in Northern Ireland and to rid Northern Ireland of British control. Whereas the members who were known as the workers didn’t approve of the IRA’s choice of violence and chose political tactics and turned down the violence which led to the split on the Provisionals and the Officials (The workers), (Arthur 2020).
 The after effect is where it really began as the splinter cell called the Provisional IRA which was described as the violent members of the IRA. And because there were several IRA members in prison in the republic of Ireland which is controlled by the British which caused tensions, (Association of Diplomatic Studies and Training 2015). 
The IRA have been portrayed by media outlets as terrorist and are seen by governments as terrorists which is supported by the (BBC News 2020) on their coverings on the Birmingham bombing and other attacks such as bloody Friday. The question is, why are they classed as terrorist and are they deemed worthy of that title. Bloody Friday was an attack that was planned by the IRA as an act of response to the British troupes entering and stopping no go areas in Derry and Belfast. There were 22 bombs planted and detonated across different areas, with 9 fatalities and 130 seriously wounded, (Melaugh 2021). By going off the Terrorism Act 2000 (Gov 2021) under the UK law the IRA’s attack comes under the act which would suggest that this attack was an act of terrorism and as their intentions were to send a message to the government that the IRA is here, which would suggest a political intent, (Gov 2021). Frontline (1998) suggests that the intentions of paramilitary groups such as the IRA are to be noticed by the state governments. And using violence is a method of communication, A very extreme method to communicate their views. In the IRA’s case the future of Northern Ireland and who is in control. Frontline (1998) article covers a statement from the IRA which describes how they have the bombs, and the government must listen to them or they will continue the terror. Chalk (1996) suggest that acts of terrorism have become a fad, meaning that acts of terrorism have been for political gain through acts of violence. Looking at the incident of bloody Friday, the clear aim was to rid Northern Ireland of British control or more so to gain the attention of the British government. 
Moving on in time currently the IRA has had three splinter cells branch off from them. The groups are known as the Provisional IRA, the Real IRA and the current splinter cell known as the NEW IRA. Attacks that these groups have orchestrated that have been acts of terrorism are as have been mentioned bloody Friday. But looking at the French government’s definition of terrorism, they have listed offences such as kidnapping, hijacking, theft and others, (Buchanan 2015). It would suggest that the IRA would be terrorists and guilty of terrorism if the Frenches definition was used in the UK as smith (2020) article describes how the provisional IRA where behind the Brighton bombing where they attempted to assassinate the prime minister at the time Margret Thatcher. There attempt failed but under the French’s law the use of an explosive and damage of property with the intent to cause terror Buchanan (2015) and arguably they are rightfully seen as terrorists. The definition used by France views that offences such as intentional Murder, Theft, assault and many more can amount to acts of terror if the overall intent of disturbing public order through intimidation or terror (Buchanan 2015).  O’Neill (2019) interview with Patrick Ryan, a former priest in Tipperary stated that he had been helping the Provisional Ira with their bombs, making them and  storing them, and admitted that he helped the provisional IRA with the bombing of the Grand hotel in Brighton. But Patrick Ryan who stated in the interview admitted to helping the IRA, which was at the time on the Brighton bombing seen as a terrorist group and also admits he wished he had done more to help. As gone unpunished and lives a free man, (O’Neil 2019). Even though under the UK Terrorist act 2000 s2(12) (UK Government 2021) it is an act of terrorism if found guilty of helping a para military organisation.
The splinter cell the REAL IRA emerged after the Provisional IRA called a ceasefire. Since then the REAL IRA have committed over 80 terrorist attacks. Which would suggest that they are terrorists as acts they have committed such as the Omagh bombing, (Sullivan 2020).  Sullivan (2020) article questions whether the intent of the REAL IRA is the same as the Provisional IRA’s before the ceasefire which was to attack British security forces and symbolic or economic targets. In the Terrorism act 2000 (UK Government 2021) and France’s definition of terrorism, Buchanan (2015) and in other countries definitions (Parliament of Australia 2021) in legal terms the provisional IRA and their previous paramilitary group, they would be considered a terrorist worldwide as they have shown their intent to be political with attacks attempting to intimidate the government, also caused harm upon civilians and non-combatant personnel. So arguably if the framework set out by the UN for countries to establish their version of a legal definition for terrorism has brought the situation to where it is now with sections within these definitions that class the activities of the IRA, the provisional IRA, the New IRA and the current organisation the Real IRA as terrorist. Does there still need to be a universal definition?    
From looking at journals and papers, it would suggest that there’s many factors to look at when terrorism occurs. Looking at methods, actions and causes for these acts of violence, Chalk(1996) suggest that defining terrorism has failed to establish the difference in activities such as sabotage and assassinations with terrorism.  Viera (1998) views that terrorism is different to how it was back in the time of terrorist groups such as the thuggee where they were known in their land, (Ganesan 2014). Perhaps a question that should be considered is that are Media outlets that broadcast terrorist incidents helping groups such as the IRA or Islamic State to deliver terror? And in a sense should broadcasting acts of terror be included in the definition of terrorism.  
Viera (1998) suggest that terrorist groups aim for the media to broadcast on television about them and their activities as a way of intimidating the public and to spread their message. In Viera (1998) journal it mentions how the BBC board took down the documentary that included an interview with Martin McGuiness for political reasoning. Which again for political intentions is responsible for this.  The Parliamentary assembly (2005) report on media and terrorism suggest that there shouldn’t be any attempt to prevent the media from reporting on terrorist incidents as the public have the right to know on major events under the freedom of expression and information, a key foundation of a democratic society. But the Parliamentary assembly (2005) does mention that the media should avoid posting images and reports that are extreme and over exaggerated. In which arguably could these views suggest that a big aim for the Provisional IRA was for political power and to establish themselves in the minds of the politicians of the UK, which is what Tugwell (2008) journal mentions, with their acts of violence was as has been said to rid Ireland of British control. But Ó Dochartaigh (2016) suggest the ideology of the Provisional IRA was anything but political, as Ó Dochartaigh looks during the time of the Troubles. Ó Dochartaigh suggest that the Provisional IRA never seemed to show intent to get a unified Ireland or to rid there land of British sovereignty. His journal suggest perhaps that their ideology was the withdrawal of British troops, the abolishment of the Stormont Parliament and the amnesty of Irish and British political prisoners. Lavery (2002) article describes how the Provisional IRA apologised for the deaths of civilians during their reign of terror. Lavery’s article possibly supports Ó Dochartaigh claim that the Provisional IRA’s ideology and aim didn’t show any intent to unify Northern Ireland with the republic of Ireland, because they killed the innocent civilians they were supposedly fighting for.  It strengthens the view that the Provisional IRA were terrorist under UK law as mentioned in the Terrorism Act 2006 (Home office 2006) which follows the definition within the terrorism Act 2000 where a serious risk of health and safety of the public. 
The Provisional IRA have made it clear with their actions, intent, and ideology they wanted a free Ireland as said by History (2020) and Bloom (2008). But their actions have caused terror and intimidation within the UK and Ireland itself, (BBC News 2020) and under the Terrorism Act 2000 (UK government 2021) which covers Northern Ireland as well. Which does support the view that they are terrorists, Frontline (1998). With evidence supported by the BBC and others. But with all these incidents from the PIRA, ISIS, AL Qaeda, there is still no sign of a universal definition (Clarke 2009). It’s been established in the UK, (UK Government 2021), Australia, Canada and others definition (Parliament of Australia 2021) the intent behind their attacks are for political, religious or ideological gain. But clearly there are factors that prevent a universal definition from occurring, (Chalk 1996)
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