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1. Introduction 

 In this report, I want to write about what I learned from this module, how I improved my academic skills slowly and surely. I would use Gibbs’s Reflective cycle to write into this report, analyse how I learned in these areas; academic writing skill, research skill and referencing skill. Gibbs’s Reflective cycle is a systematic structured reflection model for reflecting on a learning experience. The six stages in the cycle encourage the reflection process: describe, feeling, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. I will in each section talk about one concrete learning process with a specific task, the tool and techniques that I have learnt in the module.

2. Academic Writing Skills
a. Description 
 The academic writing during the module was important and there were several opportunities to develop our writing skills, such as assignments that required an organised and coherent argument in report format. This meant we had to organise our ideas into a logical method, develop reasoning and have good grammar and flow.
b. Feelings:
  It was the first time I had to write in such an academic way, to organise my information to make my writing clear for the readers, that was a big challenge for me. I am not from an English-speaking country; therefore, I was so worried about my English writing which might not be clear and effective. With the lovely suggestions of my tutor, I gradually become more confident in arranging my sentences.
c. Evaluation:
  Academic writing is one of the most important skills as a student and I truly think that this module was extremely useful to me as it helped me really enhance my writing abilities. The focus on the need of clear sentences, paragraph structure and structure overall were extremely important to me in understanding how important it is to write in a clear manner. The feedback I got from the tutors was extremely helpful as it directed me towards my lacking points to help me improve for the next task.
d. Analysis:
  This meant learning to deconstruct big, complex things into smaller, simpler elements, and organising these using a logical scheme. This could involve outlining the shape of an essay before writing or putting together an elaborate mind map on paper. Learning to draft and revise also helped.
e. Conclusion:
  The academic writing style really is a process that must be practiced and refined again and again, that the pre-writing stages (drafting and planning) play a much bigger role than I have previously thought, and that writing my papers has truly improved since I have started out with this course
f. Action Plan:
  In the future, I would try to practice academic writing at home by writing essays at frequent times. And checking by my peers and teachers. 

3. Research Skills 
a. Description
 One of the tasks, on this module, was to do some research on a particular area using two or three good sources to write a report on it.
b. Feelings:
Secondly, when it came to doing research on a topic, I always felt overwhelmed as to where to begin. So often, among the many results, I ended up confused by which websites I should go to, which is why it took longer to find the most relevant and trustworthy ones. However, as I practised working with research databases and started learning how to use scholarly materials, I gradually felt empowered in utilising appropriate sources in my writing.


c. Evaluation:
  I learnt how to use Author and Subject search tags to find academic articles, books and other materials. This helped me to successfully complete various tasks for my assignments. On the other hand, I found that finding the right sources can be time-consuming. It takes a patient and diligent researcher.
d. Analysis:
  The module gave the students a range of practical methods and techniques to improve their understanding and ability to carry out research, including keyword searching, database searching and source evaluation. I also realised that the conduct of academic research needs a sceptical approach to collecting information, including source evaluation.
e. Conclusion:
  I have achieved better research skills for the module. I can get information faster and smarter now and know how to assess sources and use them in academic papers. 
f. Action Plan:
  Looking ahead, I’ll keep practising and improving my skills in research and continuing to pursue opportunities to gain experience with more independent research projects. 
4. 	Referencing Skills:
a.	Description:
  These were emphasized throughout the module. There were assignments in which I had to refer to sources using Harvard. This was to write the reports with citations and a reference list at the end.	


b.	Feelings:
 In the beginning it was hard for me. The reference segment was a time-consuming task, and I had a problem to keep up with quote formatting, what sources should I cite, at what place? 
c.	Evaluation:
  It is, however, quite difficult to learn how to reference properly. But learning the skill is very useful. Accurate and proper referencing helps me to avoid plagiarism and to present my work with academic integrity. 
d.	Analysis:
  The module gave me a set of resources such as citation generators to help me format my references, various guides on the Harvard referencing style, and the importance of making notes on the sources I used while conducting my research, which made it easier for me to write down and cite them when writing my assignments.
e.	Conclusion:
  With repeated action, I got much more confidence in accurately referencing. I became more aware of the necessity of academic works referencing and feel more comfortable using Harvard referencing. 
f.       Action Plan:
In terms of my writing practice, for future assignments I will continue to develop my referencing skills by paying careful attention to the citations when I am reading and to always use a variety of referencing tools to help me be as accurate as possible. 

5.Conclusion 
  In conclusion, this module has helped me to learn and develop key academic skills that will guide my future academic and professional pursuits. I have reflected on my progress about my academic writing skills, academic research skills and using referencing tools and styles. I have identified that all these areas have improved significantly since the start of this course and learned that all three elements are interlinked in working academically. 
Going forward, I will make sure to practise these three skills to produce academic work of a high standard in future.
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