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1. Title of research proposal:
Are we doing enough to minimise the risk from silica dust?

2. Overview – what is this research proposal going to be about?
Within the last few years, the amount of silica related deaths has risen prompting many people in the construction industry to start questioning whether we are doing enough to minimalizing this hazard and whether we should cut materials in a more controlled environment, similar as to how they would remove asbestos.
(london, n.d.)Asbestos started getting used in the UK around the 1870s, by the early 1900s asbestos was staring to get known as a dangerous material and product, then by 1999 all asbestos known products were banned in the UK.

Having spent a few years as an asbestos remover, 
There are a lot of stipulations put in place as to remove this product and discard of it in a safe manner,
With silica related deaths on the rise,
I wonder if we should be putting in similar sort of rules to cutting silica-based products so it’s in a safe manner i.e., wearing face fitted masks, sitting courses, having medicals and renewing mask certificates every year etc









3. Aims and objectives, hypothesis to be tested, questions to answer, etc
The hypothesis that I will be putting forward is that ‘individuals working within the construction industry should be treated as asbestos removal individuals in regard to the cutting of materials especially silica-based products and should be practised in a safer and more controlled environment’
The aim of this research is to back my proposal as to why we should be treated as asbestos removers regarding training.
The objective will be:
· To source literature regarding the safe removal of asbestos and how asbestos related deaths have rapidly decreased
· Prove that exposure to silica is nearly as harmful as asbestos 
· Compare and prove the increase of silica related deaths

4. Research methodology – literature review and/or possibly questionnaires or face to face interviews
Preliminary research into this topic of silica related deaths and asbestos related deaths have come up with figures from mainly online resources, there are plenty of websites that outline facts.
As I have experience in the asbestos removal industry, I may conduct primary research vis questionnaires and hand them out to past colleagues asking very basic and simple questions,
Also, I have the option to call past colleagues to discuss this matter.

5. Chapters: 
 
Chapter 1  Introduction 
 
Chapter 2  Literature Review 
 
Chapter 3  Methodology 
 
Chapter 4  Results 
 
Chapter 5  Discussion 
 
Chapter 6  Conclusion 






6. Primary research (questionnaires, face to face interviews, over the telephone discussions)
After having a brief discussion with my head of year, Debbie Hughes, it made me realise that this research would be better if I had both qualitative and quantitative research.
I will need to collect as much information as I can from former colleagues in previously worked industry and I would need to collate them and come up with real life statistics.
I can’t seem to source any case studies relating to my research proposal and if there were any then it would be from victims that had passed away due to inhalation of silica dust and asbestos fibres, relations and/or friends. I’m sure there might be maybe a handful of cases studies, but it wouldn’t be off primary victims plus it would much too time consuming to source these.
Questionnaires have been a good way to collect data for many years and I think that this would be the ideal approach.
Questions based in the questionnaire will mainly be asking people about the dangers of silica dust,
If it should be controlled,
Should more training be given etc
Before handing out questionnaires, I shall get tutors at this university to have a look over questions, so they don’t seem biased or negative and its fair.

Talking to former colleagues or even approaching random people that work on building sites to get their views would be the best way to collect data I believe as the information they’ve given you is first hand and, we can discuss points on my research proposal.
Id like to get an in-depth view of each person’s stance on my proposal,
Recordings of my findings will be noted via pen and paper.

7. Other References/Sources of Information:
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