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Crime is defined through the law as an action or omission of an offence, but crime is changing and evolving as the world progresses in time (Andersson,2017). Crime ranges from murders, rapes and fraud but there are some legislations that have become too simple for modern day life, for example, Regulation 110(1) and (2) of the Road Vehicles regelation 2003 deems to be illegal to use a phone whilst driving, but many unexpected individuals pay through their phone at drive throughs whilst forgetting and discarding the legislation, which indicates more awareness needs to be introduced (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2019). The assignment will contain an insight into the main historical theories of crime and applying the modern-day theories to the case of Jeffery Dahmer. By applying the theories to a modern-day case will help understand the relevance of a theory and will give an insight to understand the individual and their actions. The assignment will also analyse and help the reader understand the criminal issues and theories still relevant today. Criminology is the making of laws, breaking of laws and the societies' reaction of criminology, for example criminology studies crime, those who commit crime and the justice system (Newburn , 2017).

In the mid eighteenth century, classicist criminology had been introduced and was also the first theory to be established in modern criminology. The study of classicist criminology includes the examination of free will and rational action in relation to crime (Bruinsma, 2014). In the Middle Ages, before Classicism was introduced, there was a belief in Demonological Theory, which stated that all criminals were evil sinners and supernatural pawns. It was believed that they could only be punished by torture such as stoning, it was believed that human action and behaviour had been determined through the supernatural such as ghosts and evil spirits (Hagan and Daigle, 2018). Following this, the Enlightenment Period allowed the study of classicism and other developing theories of the study of the crime, and emphasised equality, the criminal justice system and social justice (Cohen, 2017). The concept focused on punishing the offender’s behaviour rather than their physical or social characteristics (Walklates, 2007)
Cesar Beccaria founded the classical school of criminology which paved the way for the new world of criminal thinking (Pond,1999). It was believed by early classicists such as Beccaria and later on defined further by Jeremy Bentham (Pond, 1999), that the causes of crime were decided by the pleasure and pain principles of the mind which further develops the rational choice and free will of a person (Pond,1999).  Benthum later explained there are two forms of hedonism in the seminal passage. One of the psychological hedonisms indicates all motives are determined by the desire of pleasure or the apprehension of pain. The second area studied by Benthum understands ethical hedonism, which explains pleasure is produced through good actions or the avoidance of pain equals good. 
Despite the whole new world of classism being introduced and broadening the mind of society, there are some key areas of limitations of the theories (Akers et al, 2010). Akers et al (2010) elaborates that the assumption of classicism does not counter in the factor of the differences of individuals lives of the differences between adult, child, female and male. 
The next area of historical theory is neo-classicalism which is a new form of classicism. Neo-classicism firstly began in the late sixties and is the thought that criminal behaviour is individually determined and is also situationally dynamic. Neoclassical theories of crime are determined by the reduction and elimination of crime by the occurrence of strict rules whilst raising children, promoting the use of punishment and increased security (Akers et al, 2010). Neo-classicism focuses on a stronger zero-tolerance, increased sentences and better probation practices which introduce the prevention of crime. Routine activities theory introduced by Cohen and Felson in 1979 indicates there are three key factors of the occurrence of crime. Element one is the motivated offender which then leads to element two, the suitable target and finally factor three, the absence of a capable guardian (Purpura, 2013). Purpura (2013) indicates crime is the result of rational decision making and the analysis of the outcomes and cost. The theory focuses on the analysis of crime and opportunity.  
The limitations of neo-classism are evaluated to be the lack of fairness when categories of individuals who struggle from mental health issues or are incapable of understanding right from wrong will still be treated extremely leniently which results in the person in question not having their disability treated fairly (Hagan and Daigle, 2018). 
Ecological System’s Theory , introduced by Brofenbrenner, is the understanding of how group characteristics, physical environment and social environment affect crime (Ryan, 2012). Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory proposes that a child’s development is affected by everything surrounding a child, therefore he introduced a model comprised of three areas: microsystem, mesosystem and the exosystem (Ryan,2012). The microsystem is the immediate environment such as home, school and community. The mesosystem is defined as the relationships between microsystems. The exosystem is the relationship that can exist between two or more areas   but which cannot be directly affecting the child but overall has an indirect effect (Ryan , 2012). Ryan (2012) indicates the improvement of social and physical environment can decrease crime. 
In the eighteenth century a new era of criminology theory approached, known as positivism, which identifies the social, biological and psychological factors that are causing crime. This area of study focuses on the individual and not the crime in question which is opposite to the classism theory (Delisi, 2013). Cesare Lembroso (DATE) studied the key area of biological positivism  which resulted in the proposal that criminals are born and not made, and therefore, large jaws, long arms, excessive cheekbones, a twisted nose and other features determines the individual to have the features of a criminal (Delisi, 2013). Lombroso believed there are three groups of criminals; those who are endomorphs who are large, heavy and outgoing, mesomorphs who are muscular and adventurous and finally the ectomorphs who are introverted, thin and skinny (Pond,1999).  Delisi (2013) indicates that there are limitations to the theory of Lombroso, allowing the reader to understand that a person is not defined by their biological features but more so their experiences.  
After the introduction of biological positivism, many began to connect the idea that psychodynamics and crime are connected. Psychodynamics is explained to be an unconscious psychological process and connection which shapes a person’s thought process through events and childhood experiences, and that will finally form a person’s identity (Shaver and Mikulincer , 2006). Psychological positivism theory believes the causes of crime are poor psychological development and a person’s personality traits (Shaver and Mikulincer , 2006).  An example of a psychological positivism theory is the Aichhorn Theory (Schiepek, Schöller, Felice, Steffensen, Bloch, Fartacek, Aichhorn, and Viol, 2020.), which suggests that a negative disruption in a child’s development has a prolonged affect. For example, an arrested youth will lead to antisocial disorders when the youth has developed fully, instigating the beginning of the criminal thought process (Schurz, Radua, Aichhorn, Richlan and Perner, 2014). Some limitations of the psychological positivism theories indicate a criminal’s tendencies develop only from previous negative causes and does not consider any later life events or opportunities for crime (Schurz et al, 2014). 
In July 1991, an era of horrific acts came to an end, when Jeffery Dahmer was arrested. Prior to his arrest Dahmer murdered 17 men in 13 years. Dahmer also drugged, raped and dismembered the bodies, and saved some body parts such as torso, genitals; Dahmer was also a cannibal. Dahmer had targeted mostly black males from gay bars, bus stops or shops by promising money, alcohol or drugs to the unsuspected victims. Dahmer was described as a happy child until the age of four but then had gone for an operation to correct a double hernia in his testicles. This event had a major effect on Dahmer, causing feelings of inferiority and a lack of masculinity when Dahmer began to develop into his adolescence, subsequently leading to a lack of friends and distancing towards his family. Dahmer also did not have the best of childhood as his father had been away for work purposes which then lead to his parents arguing and becoming separated. 
Around the age of 14 Dahmer had begun to feel the urge towards murder and necrophilia whilst the fascination with bones increased and excessive drinking began which led to the beginnings of his spree. Dahmer did not necessarily need his victims to be dead but fantasised of complete control over the victims which resulted in him attempting lobotomies on his victims to create the ideal zombie. The failed attempts of these procedures lead to the murders. 
Sigmund Freud’s theory of the id, ego and superego is demonstrated by Dahmer as he mostly connects with the id section of the theory. The id section concentrates on seeking out pleasure without taking into consideration any other factor just to achieve gratification, known as the little devil section (Rennison, 2015). The ego takes in consideration of the id and the superego which allows a balanced lifestyle between the two urges. The super ego section introduces the moral aspect of the personality. The two defence mechanisms that are demonstrated by Dahmer are projection and displacement (Rennison,2015). Displacement is an unsatisfactory urge redirected to hide the primary impulses, moreover meaning the anger facing his friends and parents are aimed at others he may not know instead of facing the people that are causing him discomfort (Lapsley and Stey,2011). Finally, the last defence mechanism is projection, which allows Dahmer to feel his acts are for the greater good meaning he believes he is committing no harm and feels no paranoia or remorse for his actions at the time (Rennison,2015). 
 The theory of Erich Fromm also helps the reader understand the nature of Dahmer’s actions and personality. Fromm (2013) indicates there are two mechanisms created to minimise the motion of anxiety and increase the feeling of control through sadism and destructiveness. These characteristics followed by an authoritarian individual will seek out power to control and to hurt people through metal or physical pain (Fromm, 2013). Dahmer displays this theory by demanding total control of his victims where he attempted to create zombies in his later victims to achieve total submissive sex, which is understood in the theory of sadism, to making the individual into a thing or corpse (Fromm , 2013). Dahmer also kept the heads of his victims in the freezer as trophies or to continue acts upon them, connecting to the sadism theory of Fromm, to create living corpses. Fromm’s theory also discusses necrophilia, which was a major section of Dahmer’s acts. Dahmer also established an alternative bond with dead animals by masturbating over their corpses, demonstrating an early connection with death and necrophilia in his adolescence, furthermore, leading to the need of more power. 
Alfred Adler founded the individual theory in 1912. Alders theory proposes every human has an inferiority complex which is continually developed and improved as the child’s grows. Alders theory is separated into four parts: the inferiority complex, social context, goal orientation and self-demonstration and uniqueness (Nasehi, 2007). Dahmer has experienced an inferiority complex as his parents would consistently argue which had a negative influence on Dahmer’s personality and metal health. Furthermore, Dahmer would escape to the woods and release his anger as his parents fought and would also struggle with the lack of friends to communicate with. The second component, known as the social context, n Dahmer’s case, had been the neglect. His experiences with his family and lack of friends led to him lacking in social skills (Nasehi, 2007). Dahmer also felt rejection and abandonment from his parents as they divorced leading to the murder of his first victim, Steven Hicks, as Hicks tried to leave Dahmer’s home resulting in Dahmer murdering the victim (Cheze, 2010). Adler’s theory also believes the eldest child will feel neglected and pushed aside, indicating Dahmer may have struggled with having a younger brother. Next Adler’s theory believes the feeling of community can affect a person, and as Dahmer did not have many friends and spent most of his time in the woods on his own , he lacked the feeling of community (Cheze, 2010). Dahmer also displayed a uniqueness and mental health issues as he ate parts of his victims which is extremely rare, and he also had been diagnosed with schizotypal personality disorder, psychotic disorder and borderline personality disorder. Dahmer pled insanity in his case but was still sentenced to sixteen life terms in prison because he did not have to kill his victims to achieve the feeling of total control of a person as he would drug and rape his victims before committing murder (Cheze, 2010). 
Bowlby and maternal deprivation theory may support the argument of Dahmer being how he is, for example Bowlby’s theory suggests children require constant reassurance and care as they grow up to the age of five. Furthermore, it was unlikely Dahmer did not receive a consistency of care and attention because his father had worked away, and his mother had another child who drew the attention away from Dahmer. The first criticism by Wootton (1959) explained there had been no research into whether the experience could be reversable, therefore could the issue be solved. Secondly, the theory over predicts delinquency as maternal separation is well known among society. Thirdly the theory concentrates on deprivation and not separation, therefore the quality of the bond is the important factor of the theory. 
 
Biological theories contributed a major factor in the beginning of criminology but as time has developed so has the idea of the creation of criminals (the Scottish centre for crime and research, SCCJR, 2016). The SCCJR state that Lombroso based his theories on Charles Darwin’s work by suggesting criminals are evolutionary throwbacks otherwise known as atavistic. Lombroso arrived at this notion by visiting prisons and connecting the common traits, such as physical attributes like sloping foreheads, therefore Lombroso believed that criminals are born that way but the theory has become overlooked as there are many factors believed to be involved in creating a criminal and not purely genetics. But there is research into biochemical conditions that link to hormonal imbalance and poor diet .There is also research into factors such as neurophysiological condition that are learning difficulties and genetic inheritance or abnormalities that may help explain why a person has criminal traits. Furthermore, the theory does connect to modern day by the involvement of more research into mental health and the connections of crime, but there are also other theories such as sociological theories like the Chicago theory (Morelli and Sampson, 2020), that represent a more realistic view of a criminal. 
The sociological theories such as the Chicago theory are a major influence on modern day theories of understanding crime. The Chicago theory investigates the experiences within the neighbourhood, families and peer groups that affect the person (Mednis ,2020). The Chicago theory found patterns of crime and delinquency where higher in areas such as cities, poor housing, sociological disadvantages and poor health (Mednis ,2020). The findings also indicated that the further on the map from cities, would result in less crime as properties become more expensive into the countryside. The theory does come into question as it does not consider the individual explanations such as, biological, psychological and the cognitive processes but does help understand the inequalities, race and life course of the community (Morelli and Sampson, 2020). 
The social control theory impacts on modern day theory because it concludes why individuals may obey the law and dives into the explanation of conformity (Hirschi,1969). Travis Hirschi (1969) believes an individual will follow the social patterns or norms to fit in by creating social bonds with others. The social bonds that control society are attachment, commitment, involvement and belief. Attachment understands the connection society has with itself, for example an individual will obey the law because their social circle will also be obeying the law therefore creating expectations of a person. Commitment also helps control the public because the more a person commits in their life, such as children, wife and so on then there will be more to lose if they had committed a crime and became imprisoned. The section of involvement proposes that the more a person follows the rules and continues a so-called normal lifestyle, then they will be less likely to have the time to commit crimes. The idea of belief is instilled into a person from the beginning of their upbringing, furthermore an individual who is raised with morals and law-abiding beliefs through their upbringing will be less likely commit crimes. 

In conclusion it is clear there is still a major relevant to historical theories because human behaviour does interact and evolve similarly through theories such as frauds id, ego and super ago and the Chicago theory, furthermore that determines the more volume of people equals a larger scale of crime (Rennison, 2015). Comparing historical theories such as Bowlby maternal deprivation and the individual theory by Adler has helped support the relevance by understanding a serial killer such as Dahmer (Cheze,2010). The theories related to Dahmer has also helped understand how life events has resulted in his actions, furthermore historical theories also help understand and profile the future of criminals that may lead to an arrest (Cheze, 2010). Moreover, there are some theories such as Lombroso's theory that may not be as relevant today because there is now further study into the topic on a wider scale and better understanding on why. Today society still experience the same issues such as, family issues, housing problems, lack of jobs, that all counteract and effect the public in certain way. Furthermore, the same issues will also connect to the same theories that may help understand the person at hand and the way they behave. 
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