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Brief Introduction 
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Jurassic Park is an American blockbuster film directed by Steven Spielberg in 1993 that brings science fiction to life in the form of terrifying dinosaurs.
The film itself is based on the novel “Jurassic Park” written by Michael Crichton in 1990.
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The story line itself in simple terms:
Thanks to advancements in scientific technology living dinosaurs were created and placed on a designated island called ‘Jurassic Park’. John Hammond has invited Grant, Ellie and Malcolm to have a private tour around the island together with his two grandchildren. However, not everything goes to plan. A park employee critically shuts down all systems in the attempt to steal dinosaur embryos. This results in the dinosaurs escaping while the race is on to re-instate power to the park.

Mise-En-Scène
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Mise-en-scène is a French word meaning when translated “to put on stage”, which in film studies refers to the visual style or contents in each frame of film (Gibbs, 2002, p.5). 
The contents of each frame could include costumes, lighting and décor. This encompasses the relationship of the actor and the audience and determines how the audience will form an opinion of that actor’s personality and social status.       

Jurassic Park opening scene 
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Workmen:
The workmen throughout the film are seen wearing orange hard hats, whereas a common hard hat normally would be yellow. The reason for this change of colour could be to connote meaning into the characters’ personality. For example, the colour orange connotes characteristics such as enthusiasm, opportunity and energy. Throughout the film the workmen need to be enthusiastic and energetic in order to survive in the dangerous environment of the island. Furthermore, hard hats connote danger as they are usually worn around construction sites or places where the person could be harmed, suggesting that the workmen in this film find themselves in an unsafe environment. An atmosphere of danger is also suggested through the use of low lighting and fogginess, giving a sense of mystery and the unknown.   

The Ranger:
The ranger himself is portrayed to be the boss or manager of the workmen as he is seen with a shotgun. A weapon such as a shotgun connotes power and control as it is a strong and powerful weapon in the right or wrong hands. He has been trusted with this weapon to keep up order and morale throughout whatever task he and his workmen encounter no matter how dangerous it is. Furthermore, the cinematography used to portray the ranger’s dominance is a low angle shot to signify his superiority. There are also specific iconic signs and codes within the ranger’s outfit to suggest his dominance, for example, the ranger’s clothing resembles a cowboy with connotations such as "risk-taker", "unsophisticated rural person", "rugged individualist" (JustKate, 2012). This helps the audience to connect with the character as well as understand his traits and the effect they will have on others.   




Close-Ups and Points of View (POV) 
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In filmmaking, close-ups and extreme close-ups are both used to convey emotion on the face of the subject on screen. These shots help the audience to better connect with the feelings and or reactions of a subject, but also can be used to create suspense. For example, in “Jurassic Park” cinematography has been used to create suspense during the opening scene with close-ups, wide shots and POVs. The audience is presented with close-up shots of a selected few workmen looking at something intensively. Then the shot cuts to a POV shot of that workman looking up into the trees, creating suspense as the audience become suspicious of the mysterious sounds and movements coming from the trees, therefore creating the suspense of not knowing what is about to happen. The use of dark colours such as black, grey and blue connotes the sense of death and the unknown. The wide shot of the treeline creates an intimidating atmosphere making the audience feel insecure and wondering what is about to appear from the trees with no apparent cause, creating suspense and insecurity.




Suspense and false security
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Finally, the suspense is over when the audience finds out that it is only a metal crate that appears from the trees and not a dinosaur. However, the cinematography in this scene is a low angle shot to connote the sense of feeling small, suggesting that what is in the crate has power, is dominant over the audience and the workmen. For example, the workman in this shot may have a gun, however, he seems small and insignificant compared to the crate. This is demonstrated using lighting and that the crate is centre screen while the workman is off to the left side of screen, making the crate the central focal point for the audience over the workman. 
The audience is now given further information about the location of this operation with some visual text saying “Isla Nublar 120 miles west of Costa Rica”. Furthermore, the audience gets presented with an establishing shot of the current location. This tells the audience that both the workmen and the operation is far away from any support or civilisation, making the audience think that they must be doing something dangerous and secret which they want to keep from the eye of the public. The mise-en-scène of the establishing shot shows a prison-like structure that could contain something of immense strength, linking again back to the danger of this operation and the workmen wearing hard hats. I feel that this shot gives a false sense of security as the audience is led to believe that everything looks to be under control, up until the point when the dinosaur manages to break out and attempts to eat one of the workmen. 
Frame within a Frame 
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After the last few shots suggesting that all is under control, the use of cinematography changes from wide shots and low angle shots, to a frame within a frame. For example, if a man was standing in an archway, that would be a frame in a frame as the subject is not only in the frame of the overall shot, but is also being framed by the archway. A frame within a frame is a great way of keeping the viewer's attention and focus on a point that is being framed. This technique draws the eyes of the audience to the subject and or object.
Within “Jurassic Park”, this cinematography technique has been used to fame the ranger through a gap in the metal crate from the point of view of the dinosaur. This immediately draws the attention of the viewer to the fact that the dinosaur is watching the ranger, learning his every move. In my opinion this can also imply a stand-off between the two bosses because the dinosaur is directly targeting the ranger as he has been framed within a frame, suggesting that they are going to have a kind of showdown.  
Furthermore, after the fame within a frame shot, the ranger is presented in a way that makes him look confident, calm and in control. The cinematography used to achieve this effect is a close-up shot of the side of the ranger’s face, which has a light blue radiance casted over his face that connotes being intelligent, confident and calm, referring to the traits of his character (The Psychology of Colors). This can also suggest his dominance over everyone else which is why he is in control.
The Countdown 
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In my opinion, the colour change from red to green when locking in the metal crate into the prison like structure symbolises the countdown to the beginning of the dinosaur escaping, the start to a massive problem and not only to the crate being locked in. At the same time, it is a low angle shot that connotes that the spectator is small compared to the subject that would be looking down at them. However, there is no other subject looking at the audience, therefore, in my opinion it is giving the sense that the changing colour of the lights has more meaning and is a reference to a future event.  

Tracking shot
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Tension begins to build up as one of the workmen (gate keeper) lifts the gate of the crate while the soundtrack becomes more dominant over the diegetic sound. Directly after the gate has been lifted, a tracking shot follows the dinosaur as it begins to panic and run at the gate of the crate, forcing the crate to slide backwards and the workmen falling. Meanwhile the music has become fast and manic, and the cuts become faster and snappier as the music gets even louder and more panicky. This makes the audience feel scared as they try to make heads or tails of what is happening but just as they thought it could not get any worse, one of the workmen gets grabbed by the dinosaur as the ranger runs in to try to save him, making the audience fear for the workman’s life. All workmen panic to help the man who has been grabbed by the dinosaur by stabbing it with a high voltage electric stick.     

Change in Confidence       
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Within the panic to save the workman, the ranger and dinosaur lock eyes again, but now it is a different story. Based on facial features and colour meaning, the audience can now tell that the ranger is no longer the confident man he was before. The terror in his eyes as he locks eyes with the dinosaur shows that he is afraid for his life or the workman. The dinosaur is now being shown looking at the ranger with direct mode of address. The shot itself has a light blue radiance now suggesting that the dinosaur is confident and intelligent unlike the ranger after watching their every move.  
These shots grab the attention of the audience as the film uses direct mode of address, which means that the subject is directly looking at the audience. Furthermore, an extreme close-up has been used on both the ranger and the dinosaur to engage the audience in this moment to build up tension, but also to make the scene more dramatic. This has become the battle between the two bosses, the ranger and the dinosaur for the workman’s life, the battle of the smarts and cunning.      

The cry to shoot 
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Finally, within an extreme close-up shot of the ranger’s mouth, he cries out “shoot her” in the last attempt to save the workman. Normally this shot type is used to make the scene very dramatic as it is too close to show any specific detail. This then grabs the audience's attention striking them with terror as the ranger gives his final command to shoot. Meanwhile, the workman's hand slips out of the ranger’s hand as the scene fades out connoting the death of that workman, making the audience feel sad and sympathetic for his death.       
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